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\HEY who N ſhidied 


= deepeſt into her ſecret receſ- 


fr have convinced themſelves and 
athers, that human ſcience is bound- 
eb a narrotv horizon, and that our 


; knowledge i is imperfe& within the 
circle; Beyond the ſphere of mortal 


viſion, lie many truths which we 


| can neither diſcern nor compte- 
| A conxigtion of the weak- 
N 3 


Nature moſt, and pene- 3 


' * neſs 


—— 


| vi i] res. 


neſs of human Ute ade 8 pre- 
pares the philoſophic mind for 
the admiſſion of truths, Which 
exceed its capacity to diſcover 

upon moral evidence. A 48 

philoſophy leads to atheiſm: a 
great deal brings back the and 
to religion. Paſchal, Bacon ,+Boyle, 

8 Berkley, Maclaurin, Boer baave, 
Neuron, Clarke, in im proportion as 
they explored with ſucceſs | the 

myſteries of creation, felt their 

breaſts warmed with devotion to 
its great Author and Governor. 

7 —The name of HALLER, which 

is already ſo illuſtrious in the 

=O world of letters, will one day be 
yenerable and dear to the friends 


of religion and v virtue, the num- 
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ae, -; 
ber of hs his writings will 
probably contribute to increaſe. 


This great and . good man, in 


the earlier part of his life, had 
his doubts concerning the ob- 
jets of the Chriſtian Faith: 
but theſe doubts were diſpelled 
by a ſucceſsful application to eve- 
ry branch of ſcience on the one 
hand; and by a candid examina- 
tion of the ſacred oracles on the 
other. The” firſt, by purging his 
ſoul, according to his own em- 
phatic phraſe, of arrogance and 
pride, filled it with that poverty 
. ſpirit, which, of all the Chriſ- 
tian graces, as we are inſtructed 
by divine wiſdom, enters firſt 
_ the kingdom of heaven. The 
- "45: OO 5 "JE 


vi : y R * y A c = 

bend eee bin that che WA 
_ + wine. revelation, conveyed in the 
boly ſcriptures, was a. boon, wor- 
thy of the merciful author of our 
nature to give and ſuch. as Was 
fit for guilty mortals to. receive, 
with humble n and reve- 
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There are hours of deſpon- 

deny and langour in every man's 
life, which can neither be pre- 
vented nor remedied by. the moſt 
_ proſperous worldly circumſtances, 
or by the greateſt” exertions of 
human induſtry and - reſource, — 
The healing art, which Baron 
 HaLLzx: applied with unequal- 
led ſucceſs to the diſeaſes of the 
body, could not, as he experi- 
enced 
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Co 


at} in his own petſon, reach 5 
that diſſatisfaction with the pre- 


* 


ſent, and that awful apprehen- 


wo «+ £ 


_ fon of a future ſtate, which will 
at certain ſeaſons break in Upon, 
and interrupt the courſe of buſi- 


- C 


_ the boſoms of mankind. "With 
the torrent of freſh images which 


neſs and pleaſure, and agitate 


were poured into his mind from | 


every new contemplation, were 


mingled the comforts of religion. 


Its laws were to him a delightful 
ſubject of attention, and a joyful 
object of hope. He taſted of the 
- fountain of life, whoſe refreſhing 
| ſtreams ſo invigorated his ſoul, 
chat he beheld  undiſmayed the 
922 of terrors! 
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| T he conſolation which he Felt 
| himſelf, he was' anxious to impatt 


to others. In his warm career of 


brotherly love and benevolence , be 


: eagerly ſeized the numberleſs op- 
A portunities, - which his' profeſſion 


| of a phyſician gave him, of con- ; 


vincing thoſe with whom he con- 


verſed of the truth, and of con- 
verting them to the Practice of 


the Chriſtian religion. And this 
he did, not only by his inſtructions, 


but by Bis example. For he was 


charitable to the poor; ſympathiz- 


ed in the tendereſt manner with 


| the diſtreſſed ; and was as much 


revered for his juſtice, as beloved 


r his humanity, in n the ordinary 


commerce of life. 


A thou- : 


: his eyes and hands lifted - MP1 to- 


— 


{| . 
' | 
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* N thouſand incidents, which 


_ paſſed unheeded by + the vulgar 


eye, brought the Deity to his 
mind]; nor could he at the men- 
tion of that great name, in what- 


ever company or circumſtances 


he happened to be placed, refrain 


from ſome pious ejaculation, with 


* wards Heaven. | 


| While W ane and feeling 
rind embraced in- the bonds: of 


love all his fellow men, and in- 


tereſted him in their preſent and 


future concerns, there was one 


perſon whom God and nature 


had recommended to his peculiar 
tenderneſs and care. He had 
2 daughter, dear to him as 


his | 


. a - 


ö 
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[his own ſoul... He knove the i in- 

quietudes to which the common 
lot of humanity would ſubject 

- her throughout life, and the fears 

that would alarm her tender breaſt 
at the approach of death, of 
which, it was ſome conſolation 
to him, that * ve would nat live 
to be the mournful. witneſs” To 
ber he addreſſed, at different 
times, but in a regular ſucceſſion, 
theſe Letters, which were after 
Wards, by his permiſſion, pub- 

- liſhed for the benefit of the 

world at large. They have met, 
on «he. continent; and it is to be 
3 they will meet, in this 
- iſland, with 4: _ 5 


6 tion. | For, 


(Es by 


ra n 


"it. The author has exhihi- 

* in an incredibly ſmall; o 
paſs, the completeſt defence of 
Chriſhanity, in our judgment, 


this cauſe—with great ability and 
üngenuity. Baron HALLER col- 
lects the beſt arguments of the 
ableſt divines in every. Period of _ 
. Chriſtianity 3 arranges them in a 
Judlicious order; and brings their 
united force into one centre of 
percuſſion. Thoſe rays Which 
have ſeparately flowed from the 
genius and induſtry: of eminent 
- Chriſtians in different ages and na- 
tions, he gathers into one focus, 
| and 
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and thereby iluminates his dect, 
with the full e * ROS, 
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1 11 5 not 5 kis object 
to ſhew that Jeſus of Nazareth 
was à perſon” divinely eommiſ· 
ä fioned from Heaven for the refor- 
mation of the world; but that he 
was in reality the Son of God, and 
wy he peg out 5580 foul a pro- 
N We have e of. Chiiltianiy, 
Soeinians and Arjans, who frame 
Hitems of religion to themſelves, 
and then prove this- religion by 
texts of ſcripture. ' Finding that 
| they cannot raiſe their conceptions 
| ad the ſublimity of all Divine 
truth 5 
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1 Wirtes 


truth; they think they do good 


re to the cauſe of Chriſtianity 
by. lowering Divine truths to hu- 
man conception. Thus they, ad- 
mit certain parts, and reject others, 
of a ſyſtem that muſt be wholly re- 
jected or wholly a admitted. BARON 


HALLER receives with pious awe, 


even what he cannot comprehend, | 


and with. humble confidence walks 
forward into thoſe regions where, 


A according to the figure of the poet 
— Lame Faith leads Underſtand- 8 


ing blind. Vet even there, in 


thoſe ſacred walks, where the 
grandeur and incomprehenfibility | 


of the ſurrounding. objects lay 
proſtrate the powers of the hu- 
man Find, he finds room for the 

exerciſe 


9 2 
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Ar * bo 


| Peet of reaſon i in the ſervice of 
the Chriſtian " cauſe. "He ſhews 
the credibili ty of myſteries which 
exceed our comprehenſion, by ma- 
nifold analogies taken from the 
procels « of nature in the i inanimate, 
animal, and rational world. He 

| analyzes, in. ſome degree, the 

ceconomy of Divine Grace, vin- 
dicates even the hardeſt doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, if we may be al- 

lowed this expreſſion, and throu gh- | 
ont all its p parts e the 222 
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of God to man. ee I. 
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_2dh. There is tg; in theſe 
Letters of BAaRoN HALLER which 4 
not only convinces the judgment, 1 
but which operates <2 the heart, 2 
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PREYACE. EY 
and inclities the will. His feel- 


ing repreſentations of the miſery 


of human life, and of the fitneſs 
of the Chriſtian teligion to re- 


medy that miſery, intereſt the 


affections in the cauſe of truth, 
and diſpoſe the reader to give it 5 
a fair hearing. Abſtracted demon- 
ſtrations of the being and attri - 


butes of God; formal and ſyllo- 


giſtical proofs of the reſurrection 
of Chriſt, have but a feeble in- 
fluence on the underſtanding, be- 
cuuſe they have none on the paſ- 
It is the will that directs 
the power of attention, and with- 
cout attention there is no room 
for the exerciſe of judgment. 
unn there is 2 prepoſſeſſion 


b againſt 


ſions. 


"I, 


IL, res 
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againſt any doctrine, the mind, 

ſwift as lightning, fixes its whole 

force on the arguments that tend 

to jnvalidate its truth; and, as 

the reſources of a fertile imagi- 

nation and ſubtile genius are in- 
finite, the ſceptie readily retreats 
into the labyrinths of metaphy- 
fics. It is eaſy to be con- 

vinced of what we wiſh to be 

true; and in matters that admit 
of reaſoning, it is, on the con- 
trary, difficult to perſuade man- 
kind of the truth of what they 
wiſh were falſe. It is the pe- 
culiar excellency of this little 
performance, that while it demon- 

ſtrates the truth of Chriſtianity by 

arguments, it diſpoſes the will to 


give 
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give thoſe arguments a candid, a 
favourable attention -e become 
acquainted with the Divine Per- 
ſon, whoſe. miſſion from heaven, 
it is the author's object to prove 
and we are ready to ery out, of 
ourſelves, e this man was cle 
Re n 


Atty: The murky and teh. 
Baron HALIER's learning maſt” 
ſtrike both Believers and Infidels. 
The former will rejoice in the ac- 
quiſition of ſo able an advocate for 
ſo good a cauſe : the latter will be 


ſomewhat ſtartled, when they find 


ſo univerſal a genius a believer in 
Jeſus Chriſt; for h muſt indeed 
be obdurately conceited, who re- 
a b 2 _ fuſes 


\ 
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fuſes even to examine a religion of 
which HALLER was a diſciple ; a 
man ſo deeply verſed in oriental, 
claſſical, and modern languages; 
and in ſcience of every kind, ne- 
taphyfical, mathematical, phyfiologi= 
cal, moral, and theological —The 
various knowledge of the author 
finds room to diſcloſe itſelf even 
in this little volume of familiar 
epiſtles to his daughter: Nor 
will any perſon who reads them, 
ſuſpect that his judgment was be- 
trayed by vanity into an oſtentatious 
diſplay of his learning. This de- 
vout man was too deeply imprefſed _ 
with the image of God's goodneſs 
and power, to think of his own con- 
ſequence, or to liſten tothe whiſpers. 
td of 
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of ſelf-adulation. But, as rivers 
take a tincture from the ſoil over 
which they roll; ſo the genius and 
complexion of a man of letters, 

colours his converſation, and his 
writings, on every ſubject. 


5thly. The parental tenderneſs 
that breathes throughout theſe 
Letters, attaches the reader both 
to their author and to the per- 
ſon to whom they are addreſſed; 


and gains his favourable attention 


to the whole performance, Many 
parents will adopt the ſentiments 
of Baron HALLER, and preſent 
this little book to their children as 
the deareſt pledge of parental af- 
fection. For what parent | but 

b 3 would 
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would wiſh, in the laſt ſtage of 
life, to addreſs from his heart theſe 


A ſhall have no place. After hav- 
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words to his child? The king 

© of terrors approaches me with 
© haſty ſteps: but I behold his 
* advances without ' diſmay. Be- 
* yond that æra of my exiſtence, 
© I ſee objects of joy and hope, 
© which invite me to leave this 
world, and to ſtep forward into 
. eternity; into manſions of holi- 
* neſs and bliſs, where death ſhall 
* be baniſhed for ever, and where fin 


ing finiſhed your courſe, you will 
© again meet your father in thoſe 
* glorious and peaceful abodes, 
« where the idea of our frail 
0 er ſhall no longer diſ- 
n © turb 
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* turb our breaks; or fill them 
* with ſhame; and where the 


© miſeries of this life ſhall no 


* longer draw tears from our 
1 eyes. 
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man. Dęfids and errori'in the eoritings as 
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| of te tur ity . 
in the bet and moſt pious minds, Neceſſity of 
| an | atonement for fin acknowledged by So- 
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I affords me, my dear child, great 
ſatisfaction, to obſerve the ſerious 
turn of your mind, though you are 
now at an age, when the world ap- 
| B - pears 
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pears in its gayeſt and moſt alluring 
colours, But this life, however di-- 
verſified with pleaſing clidrms, muſt 
have an end, though at preſent it 
may ſeem at a remote diſtance. -I, 
perhaps, ſhall not live to be the ſor- 
rowful witneſs of ſuch an event; but 
that day, which is to terminate your 
exiſtence, approaches inſenſibly ; and 
when the awful moment arrives, what 
then will be your ſupport? The careſſes 
of your fond children, the converſa- 
tion of your beloved friends, will be 
but a feeble reſuge. Do you think, 
that it will be in the power of medi- 
cine to ſtop the fleeting breath, or re- 
tard the fatal hour? The earth will 
ſeem to bend beneath your tottering 
feet, and you will enter into an eter- 
nity, immenſe and unfathomable; 
where will be found other joys and 


other Ws than thoſe which you ſhall 
haye 


| 


70 HIS DAUGHTER," 3 


have experienced in this life, and where 
the meaſures both of good and evil will 
be enlarged beyond your preſent power 
of conception. At this laſt period of 
life, when your eyes will no longer be- 
hold the light — when your ears will 
no more hear the well-known voice of 
thoſe who were deareſt to you hen 
you will feel the arrows of death 
pierce your trembling heart, who will 
ſupport you in this ſcene of fear and 
dread, if God withdraw his ſuccour? 
It is a juſt, though trite obſervation, 
that to ſeek comfort by driving out of 
our thoughts theevil-day, thatday which 
muſt decide our lot for ever, is a mark 
of the higheſt folly and extravagance, 
Miſerable expedient! which cannot de- 
lay a ſingle moment, nor improve, in 
the ſmalleſt degree, the deſtiny which 
awaits us. The enemies of Revelation 
haye ſometimes made a confeſſion well 
'B. 2 worthy 
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worthy of our attention, They acknow- 
ledge, that a Chriſtian, whoſe faith, not- 
withſtanding, in their opinion, is. chi- 
merical, can preſerve his ſerenity and 
chearfulneſs, at the moment when he 
feels all his faculties. periſhing, and his 
body haſtening to a ſtate of corruption 
—at that moment, in which the ſoul 
ſeems deprived of every ſupport. 
They confeſs, that his hopes, how— 
ever ill- founded they eſteem them, 
and deſerving the contempt of philo- 
ſophy, never forſake him, but fortify 
and encourage him to the laſt. His 
faith, ſay they, inſpires him with reſo- 
lution. Armed with this, he dares to 
look Death in the face; becauſe, after 
this period of exiſtence is finiſned, he 
extends his view to an eternity of we 
pineſs. 
But faith, unleſs firmly eſtabliſhed, 
cannot produce this effect; neither 
3 | Tx 1 
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can it be called faith, if it be not ſup- 
ported on ſome real foundation.” If 


we believe more through the influ- 
ence of cuſtom and example, than 


from the arguments of reaſon, or the 
internal conviction of our own minds, 
this kind of perſuaſion is falſe and 
groundleſs, and incapable of inſpiring 
confidence or peace. Death is an ob- 
ject frightful to human nature: the 
ſufferings which precede it, the conſtant 
and regular lapſe of time which una- 


voidably brings us nearer to our diſſo- 


lution, muſt excite in us painful and 
diſagreeable ſentiments, and ſuch as 


at beſt we can never hope to ſup- 
preſs, and, when our faith is wavering, 


can with diffieulty ſupport. But if we 


would entertain more pleaſing thoughts, 


they muſt ariſe from the conſideration of 


a future ſtate of felicity; the certain hope 
of which has the ſame effect upon the 


3 3 mind, 
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mind, as thoſe impreſſions which we re- 
ceive from ſenſible objects. 
To a conviction founded upon 1 ary 
attentive. examination of the grounds 
of our faith, we muſt join a perfect 
perſuaſion, that this eternal happineſs 
will not be indiſcriminately conferred, 
but muſt fall only to the ſhare of the 
good and deſerving, Without this ſen- 
timent, we cannot experience any of 
thoſe conſolations, which we particu- 
larly . ſtand-in need of at that time, 
when there is nothing upon earth 
from which we can derive any. ſolid 
ſatisfaction. We muſt judge for our- 
ſelves—muſt ſee, as it were with our 
own eyes, the proofs of religion: we 
muſt feel the force of them. Both 
the underſtanding and the heart muſt 
give their aſſent, if we wiſh them to 
have any influence upon our paſſions. | 
Apply ue therefore, with all con- 
fidence, 


14 
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fidence, to thoſe reſearches. The rock 
of ſalvation is ſolidity itſelf ; it cannot 
be ſhaken, either by the doubts of the 
ſceptic, or the ſarcaſins of the ſneerer. 
Tour father, who now | addreſſes 
you, during the courſe of a long life, 
ſpent in continual labour and ſtudy, 
thought himſelf obliged to conſecrate 
ſome of his leiſure hours, to enquiries 
of this nature: The reſult of which 
was, that thoſe truths which have been 
called in queſtion, always a d to 
him the more evident and reſpectable, 
the more attentively he examined the 
reaſons and proofs on which Es were 
founded. | 
But who are thoſe es and choſe 
ſneerers, which, in this our day, ſo 
much abound ? The one have never 
ſtudied the principles of the Chriſtian 
faith; frivolity and precipitation mark 
their character; with them ridicule ſup- 
| B 4 "”_ 
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plies the place of reaſon, and they are 
buſily employed in a fatal . purſuit. 
How ought they to regret the loſs of 
that time, which. ſhould have been 
devoted to a ſerious enquiry after truth! 
The others, the 'free-thinkers of the 
age, who are at the head of a party, and 
the heroes of it, have never been at the 
pains to acquire a knowledge of the 
ancient languages, and of hiſtory —a 
knowledge, nevertheleſs, very eſſential 
in aſſiſting them to form a right judg- 
ment of the fundamental doctrines of 
faith. I have read the works of their 
moſt famous authors. Not one of them 
was capable of underſtanding. tae true 
and preciſe acceptation of the terms 
made uſe of in the ſacred writings—Not 
one of them had entered deep enough 
into the ſtudy of Nature, to trace Divi- 
nity in the various objects which ſur- 
round us, notwithſtanding thoſe diſplays 
are 
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are ſo numerous, ſo eminent and illuſ- 


trious, in every work of creation, whe- 
ther we conſider its deſign or its contri- 
vance. Therefore that which furniſhed 
Hobbes with a ſubject of ' infidelity; 
confirmed Newton in his faith that 
which was to Ofray a matter of ſport, 
was to Boerhaave an extenſive theme | 
for wonder and adoration. 


| 1e dhe u Pe eg re. | 
ſiding in a gay city, cannot ſo ab- 
ſtract herſelf from company, as either 
to ſtudy the oriental languages, 'or to 
make a proficiency in chronological 
| reſearches. ' Yet without theſe aids, 
| ſhe may find ſufficient means to con- 
firm her mind in the truth of the 
Chriſtian faith. In languages which 
are more known, we have a number 
of apologies, written in favour of re- 
ligion; which appear to me fully ſuf- 
ficient to remove all thoſe doubts and 
| * 
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difficulties, thrown in our way by 
Sceptics. The pious Madame de Se- 
vigne, a woman of high rank, and poſ- 
ſefling a fine and elegant taſte, was not 
inſenſible to that bright futurity which 
the Chriſtian religion had opened to 
her. She well underſtood the merit 
of the illuſtrious * Abbadie, and ren- 
dered him ample juſtice.  Ditton has 

demonſtrated, with moſt convincing 
energy, the truth of the reſurrection 
of Chrift. Sherlock hath examined this . 
fact, with all the accuracy and preci- 
A celebrated Proteſtant divine, born at 
Noy, in the province of Bearn, in 1654. After 
having finiſhed his ſtudies, he was made mini- 


- fer of the French Church at Berlin, from © 


whence he came to London in 1690, where 
be was for ſome time miniſter of the French 

church in the Savoy, and was afterwards pro- 
moted to the deanery of Killaloe in Ireland. He 
publiſhed ſeveral works in French that were 
much eſteemed, particularly, A Treatiſe on 


the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion.” 
| ſion 
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fion which are employed in our. | 
courts. of juſtice “. Ariother writer, 2 
who is yet living, diſtinguiſhed both for 
his talents in eloquence and poetry, not - 
more illuſtrious by birth, than by emi- 
nent abilities, Lord Lyttelton, I mean, 
an Engliſh nobleman, hath ably proved, 
by examining the converſion of St. Paul, 
that nothing elſe but the actual appear- 
ance of one from heaven, was able to . 
produce conviction in ſo bitter an ene- 14 
my to Chriſt and his goſpel. It is per- 
haps rather diſſerviceable to the cauſe PEE 
of religion, that Tach hath been com- 5 "ya 
pelled to abandon a work, which he 
had begun with a deſign of invalidat- 
ing its doctrines. For the leaſt appear-- 
ance of perſecution only ſerves to 
make converts, even in a bad cauſe, 


In a piece intituled—* The Trial of the 5 
Witꝛeſſes of the Reſurrection.“ 3 
Lou 
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You well know with what minute- 
neſs and philoſophic preciſidn, our 
friend M. Bonnet hath proved the di- 
vine miſſion of our Saviour. A wo- 
man might perfectly underſtand all 
theſe books; and there would be 
nothing wanting to her conviction, if 

ſhe could be ſure, that none of the 
facts were ſuppoſititious, none of the 
arguments ſophiſtical, which the au- 
thors have made uſe of. The patrons 
of infidelity, who would be delighted 
to diſcover any defects in theſe ar- 
guments, would undoubtedly have 
brought them to light, if there had 


been any to be found; and inſtead of 


theſe objections ſo often refuted, the 
repetition of which has been diſguſt- 
ing to every reader of ſenſe, they 
would not have omitted to uſher them 
into the world with an air of triumph, 


* 
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and thereby have n the 2 
of religion. 

I thought, MRS S per- 
haps too partially, that my obſervations 
on theſe important truths, might not 
be altogether unprofitable. What the 
churchmen have written on religious 
matters, has, in general, gained but 
inferior credit. Their arguments have 
loſt much of their weight, from the 
conſideration of their having been 
urged by perſons who were bound, 
- both by honour and intereſt, to defend 
the profeſſion in which they were en- 
gaged. In other writings, publiſhed 
in favour of religion, the reader of diſ- 
cernment diſcovers - and condemns a 
certain complexional peculiarity of ge- 
nius or turn of thinking. They com- 
plain alſo of thoſe ingenious conjectures, 
which authors, fond of diſplaying in- 
genuity, ſometimes very improperly in- 
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terſperſe in their works, even on ſub- 


jects of religion. Other authors on the 
fame ſubjects, have been cenſured for 
their prolixity, and ſometimes, indeed, 


without ſufficient reaſon, ſince addiction 


to pleaſure and juvenile impatience is 
frequently at the bottom of theſe com- 


plaints. ä 


Some perſons have been of opinion, 


that if a layman, who, in the courſe 


of a long life, hath had occaſion to 
teſtify his love for the truth, and hath 

facrificed to it great temporary advan- 
tages, were to write in defence of the 
faith, and to found his arguments on 


ſuch facts only as were ineonteſtable, 


his ſuffrage would carry with it much 


greater weight and authority. Some 


friends of mine, from the too good 
opinion they have been pleaſed to en- 


tertain 'of me, have ſuggeſted, that it 


was in my power to accompliſh the 


. = . * I 
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taſk, agreeably to their ideas; and 
that under my hands, the work would 
be uſeful not only to you, but to 
other young perſons who have, at 

the ſame time, an inclination to ſtu- 
dious enquiries. In ſhort, it is for 
your fake alone, that I now addreſs 
you on this ſubject, not to procure 
the approbation of the learned. The 
laſt words of a father, far advanced in 
years, and who fees his end approach- 
ing, will doubtleſs make a greater im- 
preſſion on your heart, than” all the 
leſſons of a {kilful teacher. You can- 
not but confeſs, that in my preſent 
ſituation, at a time of life, when the 
world offers nothing which can ex- 
cite' the paſſions, it muſt be convic- 
tion only, and a perfe& perſuaſion of 
the truth, that has induced me to 
this undertaking. But there is yet 


another reaſon which determined me 


to 


16 BARON HALLER 3 LETTERS 


180 form the preſent n ap- 


pears to me, that the Theologians, and 
even many pious Chriſtians, have con- 
ſidered God in no other view, than 
in the relation in which he ſtands 
with man; their ideas, therefore, of 
this adorable Being, are very narrow 
and confined. On the other hand, 
the Philoſophers have not regarded 


him in the character of Father, Judge, 


and Benefactor; but only of the Cre- 
ator of all things, and Governor of 
the world; but ſometimes their idea 
have deſcribed him ſimply as the Go- 
vernor of empires, 

The firſt repreſent God too much 
like man, and negle&, or regard with 
too great indifference, the intereſting 
relations in which we ſtand with-God, * 
as being his creatures, as being ſinners, 
and as poor dependents on the merciful 
TRY 
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diſpenſations of his renovating grace. 
They ſeem to have forgotten, or to 
have overlooked, that love which we 
all owe to the Supreme Being; nor 
to have ſuffieiently recommended that 
humble reverence, and profound re- 
ſpect, which is due to the Omnipotent 
Creator of all things. This God, who 
is the Saviour of men, the Lord of all 
created worlds, is ſurely entitled to 
the profoundeſt reſpect and adoration DES 
from all his creatures, | | 


C LET. 
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| LETTER II. 


A deſcription of that anxiety and terror which 
hangs over every mind. in life, at death, and 
above all on its entrance into the world of bi- 
. wits. Holineſs of the Divine Nature. Vice 

tbe natural object of . puniſhment, Neceſſity of 

| puniſhing fin, in order to maintain the order 
of the univerſe. Many intermediate orders of 
intelligent beings betæveen the Deity and man. 
Pride and arrogance of human nature. Delay 
, of 1 the puniſhment of in not an argument againſt 
ils certainty. Corruption, ſelfiſhneſs, and con- 
_Jequently injuſtice, of human nature aſſerted, 
in contradiction to certain philoſophers; and 
deſcribed, from its earlieſt appearance in in- 
Fancy, to its full height and maturity, Vanity 
of worldly purſuits, and importance of a pre- 
paration for eternity. Love of the world and 

the things of the world, the grand ſource of en- - 
vy, malice, and contention. The mind purified 
and tranguillixed by the proſpet and hope 
of futurity, Remaining power of corruption 
in the ben and mot pious minds. Neceſſity of 
an atonement for fin acknowledged by So- 
crates, | 


Have met with a book; written for 
the inſtruction of children, which 


_— with thus important queſtion— 
— What 
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AI hat is thy conſolation in life and in 
gleath ?—It is not the world which 
can give it you, or inſure even for a 
moment, any of thoſe talents or ad- 
vantages which you poſſeſs—fuch as 
youth, health, fortune, conjugal af- 
fection, children of promiſing hopes, 
and in ſhort, whatever contributes to 
render life agreeable. An unexpected 
malady — you yourſelf have experi- 
enced it — may ſecretly canker the 
bloom of youth, and deprive it of all 
its graces and attractions. The ſword 
of death is ſuſpended over your head 
by a tender thread; neither can the 
world defend you from thoſe ſtrokes 
of adverfity, which are the inevitable 
lot of mortals. Or, ſuppoſing that the 
years paſs away without the viſitations 
of ſickneſs, yet, in their en | 
courſe, your natural vigour decays, as 
the internal ſtrength and refources of a 
$25 C 2 common- 
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commonwealth are waſted by domeſtic 
conteſts. Your ſoul, which is of-an 
immortal nature, will ſometimes ob- 


trude on you a reflection, that the 


body, upon which you have built great 


expectations, is daily tumbling into 


ruins. You ſcarcely perceive the ſecret 
courſe of a river, which accompanies 


you in your paſſage, and upon whoſe 


current you are carried down, till, 
with conſternation, you find -yourſelf 
at its mouth juſt ready to emerge into 
the wide ocean, where you will find no 
more banks—no more agreeable proſ- 
pets to charm the eye — no more 
chearful companions—no more objects 
to gratify the ſenſes, or indulge your 


favourite taſte and inclination ; all theſe p 


ſources of delight. will vaniſh for ever. 
Having, by an irreſiſtible impulſe, 
entered this boundleſs expanſe, alone 
and unattended, how will you ſupport 


the 2 
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the idea, that there is nothing remain- 
ing to you, but this immenſity with 
which you are ſurrounded?ü 
This image, ſo often applied, and 
which affected in a moſt lively man- 
ner, even in the midſt of her plea- 


ſures, the ingenious Sevigne, is but a 


faint reſemblance of its archetype. 
The current of time, whoſe rapidity 
you cannot oppoſe, and of which you 
have already paſſed a conſiderable 
| part, will carry you into the preſence 
of your Judge—a being of perfect 
purity and holinefs—-who is diveſted 
of all thoſe paſſions, which the pover- 
ty of human language has aſcribed to 
him, and of whoſe violence we need 
not therefore be afraid. But although 
he is infinitely good, he does not ap- 

prove of (in, nor regard good and 
evil with an eye of indifference. 
Lad two things are naturally and 
| C3 eſſentially 
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eſſentially different; and being thus 
diametrically oppoſite to each other, 
cannot be held in the ſame eſtimation 
by a Being, who not only knows their 
difference, but ſees them both in their 
naked forms, without any artifice or 
diſguiſe. Even man, imperfect and 
guilty as he is, hath ſomething deeply 
planted in his nature, that forces him to 
admire inſtances of virtue and to con- 
demn its oppoſite, How much more 
then will He, who is abſolute perfection, 
who can never judge otherwiſe than 
agreeably to moral rectitude and truth, 
abhor and deteſt vice? If God con- 
templates, as it were, with a glance, 
the moral good and evil of his crea- 
tures, and yet makes no diſcrimination 
in human actions, a univerſal diſorder 
muſt take place, among all intelligent 
_ which diſorder would be the 

ine een 
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inevitable conſequence of this ſuppoſed 


indifference in God. 1 | 

Our minds are too circumſcribed 0 
embrace an adequate idea of the 
Supreme Being; he is ſuperior to 
every image which derives its origin 
from the ſenſes. It is, however, certain 
that he is omnipotent, all- wiſe, and in- 
finite in every perfection. We have 
every poſſible reaſon to think, that 
betwixt this Being and man, there are 
other creatures, who approach nearer. 
to God in ſanctity, virtue, and per- 
fection; and who are far ſuperior to 
man. I know, that in ſtrict propriety: 
of ſpeech, there cannot be an uniform 
gradation betwixt finite and infinite; 
but the diſtance between God and 
feeble mortals is ſo immenſe, that we. 
may ſuppoſe, with the higheſt . proba- 
bility, that, in the celeſtial habitations, 
there are beings of a much more ex- 

C4 cellent 
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cellent nature than man, whoſe un- 
derſtanding is ſo much limited, and 
whoſe heart is ſo exeeedingly depraved | 
How great then is the pride of man, 
which will not admit of any thing ſupe- 
rior to himſelf! Preſuming upon his 
own dignity, he lays claim to a rank 
more elevated than his faculties intitle 
him to; but refuſes, at the ſame time, to 
acknowledge, that he received theſe en- 
dowments from God. Will the great 
Governor of the univerſe approve of 
this behaviour in his creature; who 
dares to harbour in his breaſt a kind of 
rebellion againſt the arrangements of 
infinite Wiſdom-? Can the man, who is 
thus influenced by pride, ever conde- 
ſcend to thefe ſubmiſſions which rea- 
jon requires; or bear with an eye of 
complacency the pre-eminence of be- 
ings more noble and exalted - than 
Fraſelf ? Can he, without a mortifying 
humiliation, 
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humiliation, behold himſelf placed in 

the loweſt rank of finite beings; or 
reſign without murmuring, thoſe prero- 

gatives which he vainly arrogates ? 

All other tranſgreſſions of the law 
of God are equally, in their own na- 
ture, deſerving of puniſhment, by the 
Sovereign Judge, who diſapproves of, 
and condemns them ; for his laws are 
an eternal and immutable ſtandard 
for the trial of human actions, of 
which he furely is capable of max- 
ing a juſt eſtimate, who perfectly 
knows their valye and extent. Beings, 
who live in ſubordination to his laws, 
muſt neceſſarily receive the approba- 
tion of him whoſe faithful ſubjects 
they are. But ſuch as negle& thoſe 
duties which are intrinſically good, 


and, though commanded to obey them, 
prefer an oppoſite rule of behaviour, 

muſt infallibly be regarded by God as 
| rebels 
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rebels to his laws, and puniſhed for their 
diſobedience. Let not the delay of 
judgment inſpire them with confidence, 
Men may loſe the remembrance of their 
own actions; the impreſſions which the 
ſenſes receive, diminiſh gradually, like 
one who having ſenſibly offended us to- 
day, juſtly apprehends our reſentment ; 
but after a few months are paſt, forgets - 
the offence, and regards it with indiffer- 
ence. But in God there is no forgets 
fulneſs : the faults of the firſt men are 
recorded in the book of immutable 
wiſdom, and are written in a manner 
more indehble than if they were in- 
ſcribed upon columns of adamant. 
The fins of the early ages are as per- 
ſectly known to him now, as they 
were at the time they were commit- 
ted, His hatred to evil is unaltera- 
ble, as well as its conſequences. An 
action, which had incurred his diſ- 

| pleaſure 
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pleaſure becauſe it was evil in its own 
nature, cannot change its complexion 
by time, in the eyes of infinite Wiſ- 
dom, After a thouſand years, its tur- 
pitude will be the ſame as at firſt; 
and therefore entitled to the | ſame 
condemnation, But ſuch is the in- 
conſiſtency of the human mind, that 
we overlook the criminality of our 
own actions, and paſs a general am- 
| hefty on our former yices, when we 
can no longer practiſe them. It is 
not ſo with the immortal Judge, who 
hath before him his own laws ; ſo that 
he cannot pardon at one time, what was 
obnoxious to puniſhment at another. 
You, my daughter, will not here 
object, that we are not ſo depraved. 
The education which you have re- 
ceived, and your own conſcience, will 
not ſuffer this arrogant thought to en- 
ter imm your mind. But our new 
| pPhiloſo- 
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philoſophers have carried their vanity 


ſo far, as even to deny the corruption 
of the human heart; or at leaſt they 
do not perceive its exiſtence, but in 

their enemies, or the moſt notorious 
malefactors; in them they diſcover the 
enormities of vice. It is a weak apo- 
logy, made by ſome for the commiſ- 
ſion of evil, that man brings into the 
world with him the ſource of it, which 
is ſelf· love - that every one muſt pur- 
fue the bent of its inclination—ſubmit 
wholly to it, and make, if poſſible, 
the reſt of mankind ſubſervient to its 
will—that it is oftentimes diſpleaſed 
even with the elements, and would 
quarrel with the ſky if the wind blew, 
or the rain fell, differently from its 
wiſhes. When heavy bodies, by their 


own weight, deſcend to the earth, this 
alſo is a cauſe of pain and inquietude; 


it would have them act in repugnanee 
| 6: 
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to the laws of gravitation. In the in- 
fant, we ſee the effects of ſelf- love; 
it there reigns abſolute. Before he 
has been capable of feeling the influ- 
ence of example, he oppoſes his feeble 
ſtrength to every conſtraint: he ſeizes, 
with a kind of fury, whatever he de- 
ſires; he ſnatches from another infant 
his toys; and invades, like an Alexan- 
der, what is not his own; hke him 
too, he triumphs over his ſpoils, and is 
deaf to every remonſtrance of reaſon. 
When the infant is advanced in 
years, and reaſon begins to exert its 
powers, he then perceives that the 
world is not his own, but that other 
men have the ſame pretenſions and ſi- 
milar claims to thoſe which he would 
appropriate to himſelf ; the conſequence 
of which is, at leaſt in theory, a kind 
of war amongſt all thoſe who aſpire 
at univerſal monarchy. Hobbes not 
5 only 
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only perceived the truth of this theory, 
but has plainly aſſerted that it was 
now in practice; though he does not 
fay that ſuch a ſtate of contention is 
lawful and reaſonable. I have ob- 
ſerved theſe ſentiments to prevail a- 
mongſt the moſt miſerable and vileſt 
of men. I have ſeen the contempt 
which they had for others; but the 
complacency and approbation, with 
which they have contemplated all that 
they did themſelves; —a way of think- 
ing which Boileau hath finely de- 
ſoeribed in his inimitable ſatires; where 
thoſe haughty tyrants, who would hold 
the world in ſubjection, ate drawn in 
their genuine colours. A female phi- 
loſopher of this claſs, has been in- 
genuous enough to confeſs, that if 
wiſhes were able to commit murder, 
thoſe who are in poſſeſſion of the 

things which they covet, and which 
* a 
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they think would make them happy, 
vould be in great danger of loſing their 
| lives. Ofray, another of theſe philo- 
ſophers, has attempted to vindicate - 
vice, upon certain principles which 
he has formed into a ſyſtem ; the foun- 
dation of which is, that virtue is an ex- 
otic, planted in our hearts with ſome 
degree of violence, or, in other words, 
by the efforts of education; on the con- 
trary, vice may be called an indigenous 
ction, which there flouriſhes, as 
in a kindly foil, and favourable to its 
growth. | 
A ſuperficial view of human nature, 
or of our own heart, not entirely igno- 
rant of its duties, muſt convince us, 
that man, even in' a civilized ſtate, 
confines his love and his eſteem to 
himſelf—that he eaſily diſcovers the 
faults of other men—that he thinks 
| | them 
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them inferior to himſelf that che 
grand and principal ſcope of all his 
actions, is the ſatis faction of his own - 


deſires, whatever they may be; and 


that he leaves no method untried, by 
which he may gratify his vanity, or 
accompliſh thoſe ends, which the bru- 
tal paſſions of Barbarians purſue in a 
more open undiſguiſed manner. 
I have often obſerved, not without 
a mixture of pleaſantry and concern, 
the mean and deſpicable jealouſy, 
which the greateſt philoſophers and 
moſt celebrated poets have had of 
one another; and how they have en- 
deavoured to tarniſh that merit in a 
rival, which threatened to equal or 
eclipſe their own. With what ran- 
cour and invective have they attacked 
thoſe who refuſed them the incenſe of 
praiſe! What indecent railleries have 
they employed, when they would ex- 
poſe 
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poſe to ridicule, ſuch as were not ſer- 
vile enough to think as they did! Af- 
ter having ſhot all their empoiſoned: 
arrows, | againſt thoſe - perſons whom 
they hated without a cauſe, they ſcru- 
pled not to ſay, with an air. of affected 
indifference—* I was only in ſport.” 
There are, ſome perſons who deny 
the corruption of human nature; yet 
theſe very men, if their pride receives 
the leaſt mortification, are immedi- 
ately inflamed with reſentment, and: 
treat the ſuppoſed aggreſſor as their x 
mortal enemy. 
It is not amongſt the charapions of 
vice alone, that we are to look for 
inſtances of this depravity of mankind. 


Turn your eyes, my dear child, unto 


yourſelf; examine your own heart= * 
that heart, filled with ſweetneſs and 
beneficence ; which hath never given 
the leaſt nn to your Parents, - 

D your 
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your huſband, or your friends-—thar 


heart, ſo compaſſionate, and ſuſcepti- 
ble of the tendereſt and moſt benevo-- 
lent ſentiments; which rejoices to ſee: 
virtue recompenſed, though in a 
ſtranger, whoſe affliction alſo. it can 
ſooth and: mollify. Compare your 
thoughts and actions with the perfect 
and invariable laws of God, and fee 
how far you are removed from that 
perfection, which alone can render ö 
you acceptable to the Supreme Being. 
It cannot be envy which induces me 
thus to degrade a perſon whom I love; 
but the facred obligation of truth, im- 
pels me to place before- your eyes this 
divine law, that you may the better 
judge of the MOEny of human 
actions. | | 
Tou have been inftrudted in your 
younger years, in the truths of the 
me my they made A lively | 


impreſſion 
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ngieedion upon your mind. Tou al- 
ſo apprehend the right which there 

is in God, of exacting from us a vo- 

luntary obedience; and you have a 

juſt ſenſe of the importance of eter- 
| nity, in compariſon of which, thrones 

and ſceptres, honours and diſtinctions, 
which men ſo eagerly graſp at, are 
but as toys. What are our amuſe= 
ments which we purſue with ſuch avi- 
dity? and what are the prerogatives 
which we are ſo fond of exerciſing 
over creatures as weak and infirm as 
ourſelves ? Ought not a being, who is 
poſſeſſed of an immortal ſoul, and 
who, to-morrow, may enter into eter- 
nity, for which ſtate he was created 
— ought he not to employ the 
preſent day, with every exertion of 
his mental powers, to riſe above this 


world; though perhaps the greateſt 
| ſuperiority which his reaſon can attain 


D 2 to, 
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to, will be ſcarce; perceptible in that 
ſcale of eminence and dignity, which, 
at laſt, reaches to the Deity himſelf ? 
or ought he -to confine his whole at- 
tention to ſecular concerns, to pro- 
cure the favour of a man, whom pro- 
bably he deſpiſes in his heart; or to a- 
maſs wealth, which he muſt ſoon leave 
behind him? And yet do not theſe 
things, ſo contemptible in Gnas 
occupy all our days, and employ all 
our thoughts? | 

| Betwirt the preſent 1 
nity, we flatter ourſelves with a long 
interval of life; and though it is ſo ſnort 
that it may be compared to the twink- 
ling of an eye, yet in our imagina 
tion it appears without end; or at 
teaſt we remove that end to ſo remote a 
_ diſtance, that we conceive a greater 
reliſh for preſent joys, and value them 
at too high a rate. We conſider che 
preſent 
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* 
of 
- 
* 
— 


— as the” only true, the only | 
| fore, and important happineſs : futu- 
rity, dark and obſcure, hath no charms, 
| no evidence man to nn 

It is this trifling en which 
we make of eternity, that renders us 
indolent and careleſs in the great du- 


tles which we owe to God - that 


makes us ungrateful for his favours, 
deaf to his menaces, negligent of his 
ſervice, cold in our devotions, and 
untouched with the ſufferings of our 
Saviour. The value which we put 
upon preſent enjoyments, attaches 
our affections to the periſhable things 
of this life, and excites in us an odi- 
um againſt thoſe who would interrupt 
our purſuits, or rival us in them. 

From hence proceed the vain op 

nion we have of our -own merit: 
. cuſtom of ſecretly comparing it 
* 3 with 
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with that of other men, and of our 
acting unjuſtly in conſequence of theſe 
partial compariſons; an inward envy 
at the proſpect of advantages which 
they enjoy, and of which we judge 
them unworthy; a ridiculous appro- 
bation of our own actions and abili- 
ties; an ungovernable paſſion ſor 
frivolous amuſements; the ſhameful 
facrifice of a great part of our time, 
in the ſearch of fleeting pleaſures, 
which make a man neither better 
nor wiſer ; and a petulancy of. temper, 
that will bear no oppoſition to our 
deſires which we are ſo eager to gra- 
tify, and after which we aſpite with. 
ſuch reſtleſs impatience, that time 
ſeems to move with leaden feet... 
But to cloſe this mortifying detail, 
We will ſuppoſe, that after many 
victories gained by vice, its Nen 
influence ſhould at * give place to 
the 


an 
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the repeated impreſſions of divine 
truth, and its power ſhould be con- 
ſiderably diminiſhed. Reflect, then, 
upon what paſſes within you, and you 
| will be obliged to confeſs, that even 
in this ſituation, things temporal ope- 
rate upon our minds with more force 
than things eternal; and that the 
thoughts of futurity have but too 
little effect upon our inclinations. 
We find this imperfection in men, 
who are yet the leaſt addicted to the 
practice of vice; its influence is par- 

ticularly felt in that age, when the 
paſſions are in their greateſt vigour; 
How many criminal deſires have 
taken full poſſeſſion of our hearts, in 
the courſe of a ſhort life ! how many 
reſolutions have we formed for -the 
indulgenee of the paſſions, even thoſe 
of the moſt guilty kind, though our 

reaſun has convinced us: of the ſhame 
WH D 4. and 
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and indignity of ſuch 4 — 
| hw often have the paſſions ſilenced 


all the remonſtrances of reaſon ! how 
often have they tempted . even the 
bedſt of men, into the commiſſion of 
the moſt criminal actions; of which 
the Pſalmiſt is a memorable inſtance! 
Such as we are, however, we muſt all 
appear before the tribunal of the per- 
fest Judge! What heart will not 
tremble, when the faithful regiſter of 
all our evil thoughts and actions 
ſhall be opened before us? What muſt 
they expect, who, having ſpent their 
| beſt days in the ſervice of the paſ. | 
ions, enſeebled by age, and terrified 
with the idea of approaching death, 
relinquiſhed at laſt their vices, and, 


like the prodigal in the goſpel, ſought 

an aſylum from the frightful re- 
proaches of their own conſcience, in 
* * of paternal — b 
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Will chey be rejected by the kindeſt 
and moſt benevolent of Beings? will 


their fincere repentance be of no 
avail? or, if they ſhould be received 
into favour, who will efface the long 
catalogues of fin from the records of 
| main wiſdom? * 

This queſtion, my dear, is very 
ancient; it has been aſked by the 


only employment which deſerved the 


attention of wiſe men, thus propoſes 
it Hot can finful man make his peace 


with God? But ſhall we, weak and 


ſhort-ſighted mortals as we are—ſhall 
we preſume to fathom the counſels of 
the Almighty? Socrates confeſſed 
his doubts and uncertainty ; and that 
he was not able to comprehend the 


determination and judgment of God 
with reſpect to fin; or how it will eſ⸗ 


cape 


ſageſt philoſophers. Socrates, Who 
confidered the ſtudy of virtue, as the 
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cape: the effects of his hatred who is 


infinitely holy, and of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity. He ſtill con- 
tinued, however, to confider God as 
a-merciful being; and this mercy was 


to him a ſource of confidence, —<] 


« doubt not, ſays he, but God will 
« ſend, at a time when his infinite 
ce wiſdom ſhall ſee fit, a man inſtructed 
ee by himſelf, who ſhall reveal to the 
« world this moſt intereſting of all 
«myſteries — how he will hays: 
ac. ſins, ” Fe 
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LETTER III. 


Ignorance and ſcepticiſm of the moſt enlightened 
Heathen philoſophers, with regard to the great 
principles of morality and natural religion. 

Faint notions of a mediator among the ancient 
oriental nations; but noxe among the Greeks 
ub Romans, . Chriſtianity could be iftabliſped 
orly by Divine power. A divine perſon ſent 
| into the world for the inflruion of mankind, 
and the expiation of their fins. The grand 
docrines of Chriſtianity, which are familiar te 
our minis, ftrange and wonderful to thoſe to 
| whom they are entirely new. | 


CNIVE thanks with me, my 
child, to the Supreme Judge, 
who, though he can neither excuſe 
nor approve of any evil actions, a- 
verts, however, from his guilty crea- 

tures, the puniſhment which they 
have incurred. I am confident you 
underſtand my meaning ; let us there- 
fore praiſe this holy Being, who, 
notwithſtanding his diſlike to fin, hath 
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found out a way to receive the ſinner 


Into favour, to purify him, and to ren» 


der him capable of enjoying his pre- 


| ſence through endleſs ages, 


| He hath himſelf revealed to us this 
myſtery, ſo incomprehenſible to hu- 


man wiſdom ; and hath, in reality, 


accompliſhed thoſe hopes, which So- 
crates had conceived from the good- 
neſs of (50d. But this ſcheme, being 
ſo infinitely great, hath. much ſur- 


= paſſed all the expectations of that phi«. 


loſopher. . The Supreme Being hath 


manifeſted his will, by a man endow- . 
ed with extraordinary gifts and abili- 


ties. [II ſhall have occaſion, hereafter, 


from mere man, towards the reforma- 
tion of the world.] From what has 
happened, we may form a concluſion 
of what would have been the probable 
effect, if God had ſent this embaſſy 


vp 
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by one of the ſons of men, and en- 
truſted him with the myſtery of recon- 

ciliation. The | Greeks, a. people 
highly civilized, whoſe natural talents 
ſeem to have been much- ſuperior - to 
thoſe who lived in climates leſs. fa- 
vourable, had, notwithſtanding all 
their boaſted wiſdom, but an imper- 
fect idea of the principal and moſt 
ſimple truths. The exiſtence of God 
the Creator — the plaineſt, and moſt 
obvious truth of all - was a ſubje& of, 
doubt and controverſy amongſt their, 
men of learning. With reſpect to the 
immortality of the ſoul, the wiſeſt a- 
mongſt them, it is true, entertained. - 


ſome rays of hope; but all was dark. 


and obſcure; there were no- proofs, 

nor certainty. The famous Conſu- 
cius appears even to have had no idea 
of this intereſting doctrine; his philo-— 
ſophy is nothing but a ſyſtem of po- 


litical 
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hrical conduct. One ſe& of theſe philo- 
ſophers, it muſt be confeſſed, have con- 
ſidered morals in a very favourable 
point of view; but another party, more 
ſincere, becauſe they ſpoke from the 
feelings of their own heart, have placed 
the ſovereign good in voluptuouſneſs; 
and thoſe principles, in Greece as well 
as in Rome, were adapted to the e 
ral taſte. | 
A future life was, in the opinion 
of the virtuous Romans, and even of 
the grave Juvenal, a childiſh conceit ; 
and in regard to the great point of re- 
ligion and morals, the philoſophers: 
themſelves were not able to inſtruct 
the people in what manner they ſhould 
think or act. Men of the greateſt in- 
tegrity among the Heathens, as Ci- 
cero for example, whoſe ſincerity ap- 
pears unimpeachable, looked upon re- 
ligion as a contrivance of the ſtate, 
to 
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to which cuſtom had given a kind of 
preſcriptive ſanction. The conſe- 
- quence of which was - that the man- 
ners of the people, both in Greece 
and Rome, after the introduction of 
philoſophy amongſt them, became, 
without compariſon, more corrupt 
than they were at a time when they had 
ſcarcely emerged from barbariſm. 

If human wiſdom had not the power 
of convincing men of the natural dif- 
ference betwixt good and evil, and of 
the exiſtence of a Sovereign Judge - 
if theſe two points of doctrine have 
not been generally received, how 
much leſs would it have been poſ- 
ſible to perſuade men, by reaſon a- 
lone, of the truth of that myſtery 
of which they could have no idea? 
We find, indeed, that the ancient 
oriental nations, had ſome faint no- 
tions of a mediator; which were 
' probably 
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probably derived from the remote tra- 
ditions of the ſons of Noah. Theſe- 
people believed in one God, eternal, 
immaterial, and infinite; their wor- 
ſhip was without images and without 
temples. But amongſt the Greeks and 
Romans, who were the fartheſt re- 
moved from the immediate deſcend- 
ants of Noah, whoſe tradition ſeems. © 
to have been the only ſource of thoſe 
other truths, the knowledge of which 
has been preſerved, we find not the 
leaſt trace of this only means of recon- 
ciling God to man; and indeed amongſt 
the greateſt part of the oriental na- 
tions, whatever remains there were of 
truth, idolatry had almoſt extinguiſhed 


That it was not in the power of man, 
deſtitute of every ſuccour from above, 
to promulgate and eſtabliſh the doctrine 


of redemption, appears very evident, 
| nic 
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when we reflect on the oppoſition-which 
Chriſtianity encountered at its com- 
mencement ; for we are not to conſider 
thoſe men, who were commiſſioned to 
announce this doctrine, revealed at firſt 
to them, as poſſeſſed of natural powers 
only ; the apoſtles were endued with ex- 
traordinary gifts, and therefore were 
above the common level of mankind: 
they had ſeen the Mediator who was to 
effect this redemption; they had en- 
joyed the benefit of his converſation; 
had always attended, and even lived 

with him. Other perſons likewiſe, 
whom they had converted to the 
faith, had been eye-witneſſes of the 
actions of Jeſus, and ſupported the 
narrations of the apoſtles, by their 
own teſtimony. The ambaſſadors of 
the heavenly meſſenger were armed, 
if I may fo expreſs myſelf, with ſu- 
pernatural powers, which evidently con- 
«os firmed 
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firmed their divine commiſſion. But 
yet, what reſiſtance did not the pride 
of man make to the preaching of 
the croſs? What infidelity may we not 
remark in the moſt judicious Roman 
writers, whenever they had occaſion to 
ſpeak of Chriſt ? The truth, we confeſs, 
hath at laſt made its way, and been 
victorious. But if it had been eftabliſh- | 
ed by human means only—if the divi- 
nity of our Saviour had not been mani- 
feſted by characters that could not be 
miſtaken, the Chriſtian religion would 
never have been received by nations, 
where a ſyſtem of wee government 
prevailed. | | 
In order to bring this work to a 
happy termination, God hath | per- 
formed more than the wiſeſt men 
could have required. He hath united, 
though in a manner entirely incom- 
prehenſible, 
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prehenſible, his divine perfections to 
human nature, but in a ſubject abſo- 
lutely free from ſin. He hath an- 
nounced to the world the glad tidings 
_ of ſalvation, by this extraordinary en- 
voy, whoſe character is beyond all 
compariſon. This diſtinguiſhed per- 
ſonage came from heaven; and whilſt 
he was upon earth, declared that he 
was ſent by God himſelf, with whom 
he had dwelt before the beginning of 
time, and with whom he was coeval. 
He was not only the meſſenger of this 
great ſalvation, which was to be effect- 
ed by ſome propitiatory ſacrifice; but 
he was himſelf to be the victim ſlain for 
the atonement of the ſins of mankind. 
There is ſomething in this myſtery 
ſo mighty and ſo profound, as to aſtoniſh 
the underſtanding, and baffle the powers 
of reaſon. A Being eternal, infinite, and 
incomprehenſible, appears to the world 
E 2 among 
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among the loweſt orders of Ada ; 
and ſubmits to this indignity for the be- 
nefit and advantage of ſo wretched a 
creature as man, whom he inſtructs in 
all uſeful doctrines during his continu- 
ance upon earth, until he finiſhes. his 
Eareer «2 a hy and ignominions 
death. 

This is the Chriſtian creed. We 
imbibe it from our infancy; but the 
ideas which are thereby excited, be- 


coming familiar to us, loſe their ener- 


gy; and yet how ſtrange muſt they 
have appeared to thoſe to whom they / 
were entirely new ! How incompre- _ 
henſible is this alliance of the infinite 
with the finite, of the uncreate with the 
created, of power omnipotent with 
human pains and fufferings | 


LE T- 
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Divine miſton of Jeſus Chrift. In Him were 
united all thoſe qualities which beſpeak the 

true Ambaſſader of God, We believe the 

exiftence of many things, the manner of whoſe 
(exifence we can neither aſcertain nor compre- 
Bend. This dodtrine illuſtrated from obſerva» 
tions and reaſonings on the properties of bodies, 
er phyfical exiſtence. Application of it to ſpi- 
ritual ſubje&4s, | 


Shall not attempt to explain this 
great myſtery ; let the relation of 

it ſuffice, Art a time preciſely marked 
by the ancient prophecies, there ap- 
peared a perſon endued with extraor- 
dinary powers; he communicated. to 
men, a doctrine, which he declared he 
had received from God; and taught 
them what were the means which 
God, in his infinite wiſdom, had 
adopted, to expiate their tranſgreſ- 
3 ſions. 
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ſions. This divine perſon performed 
all the conditions to which this par- 
don was annexed ; and, taking upon 
himſelf the ſins of the world, ſhed ' 
forth his blood, in order to efface 
them. If it be true, that this meſſen- 
ger or envoy of God hath actually 
appeared in the world — if it be true, 
that his words have been faithfully 
preſerved—if it be true, that he hath 
confirmed his heavenly miſſion by an 
infinite number of miracles, and that 
his doctrine excelled, both in wiſdom 
and purity, all that the united efforts 
of men have ever been able to diſ- 
cover—if the ſanctity of his life cor- 
reſponded with the precepts he had 
delivered; and laſtly, if this eminent 
perſon hath been equally incapable of 
deceiving and being deceived, equally 
exempt from error and falſhood, we 
may then anſwer this grand queſtion, + 
> +. ; How = 
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How can man make bis peace with 
God? how can guiliy mortals wait 
with confidence the ſentence f the 
Sovereign Judge? — Nothing now re- 
mains, but the proof of his appear- 
ance. I ſhall therefore endeavour to 
enquire, what are the diſtinguiſhing 
marks which ought to characteriſe a 
meſſenger ſent from God; and to 
ſhew that they all met in-the perſon 
of Jeſus of Nazareth: for in him 
were united all thoſe qualities which 
ſhould announce the true ambaſſador of 
God; whence we muſt conclude, that 
all his words are true. It would be no 
proof of good ſenſe, to queſtion the ve- 
racity of ſuch a perſon, What man is 
there who hath at all reflected on the 
narrow limits of the human under- 
derſtanding, and hath in the leaſt 
ſtudied nature, but hath had occaſion 
to remark that we are aſſured, from 

> E 4 experi- 
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experience, of the exiſtence of a great 
number of facts, which are contrary to 
our ſpeculations? We have only to 
conſider the doubtful principles upon 
which we pretend to decide on the cre- 
dibility of things, to be convinced how _ 
invalid thoſe objections are, againſt the 
external characteriſtics and teſtimonies - 
of truth, which are furniſhed from thoſe | 
feeble lights that direct our ordinary 
- reſearches. In material objects, we are 
daily obliged to confeſs, that what ap- 
peared to us as contradictory, is how- 
ever true, and that of neceſſity ; with 
how much more reaſon then may we 
apply this obſervation to things which 

are ſpiritual. . It is from experience, 
or from the conformity of a great num- 
ber of events, that we ordinarily de- 
duce the meaſure of poſſibility, or the 
rules by which our judgment is form- 
ed; theſe are confined within certain 
limitations, 
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limitations, beyond which we are unable | 
to penetrate. Who can comprehend, 
for example, a Being, who hath exiſted 
from all eternity, and who is without 
beginning? Yet the enemies of reve- 
lation confeſs - the neceflity of fuch 
a Being; demonſtrative evidence for- 
ces from them this confeſſion; and 
does not this confeſſion contain an 
acknowledgment, that a thing really 
exiſts, - which however is above all 
our conceptions ? And are-not the di- 
viſibility of bodies, and their motions, 
amongſt thoſe things which are incom- 
prehenſible ? The laſt is proved by the 
evidence of the ſenſes ; but yet the un- 
derſtanding forms no clear idea of it; 
the firſt is admitted from the proofs of 
reaſon, though it has all the appearance 
of impoſſibility. This inſtance hath been 
often propoſed; it is not the leſs true, 


becauſe of its application to our ſub- 
ject. 
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ject. An African hath never had an ops 
portunity of ſeeing that water was ca- 
pable of ſolidity, and of cutting like a 
piece of metal; an European hath never 0 
ſeen that mercury could be fixed, and 
become like ſolid ſilver. When, there- 
fore, the African concludes, from an 
infinite number of experiments, the re- 
ſult of which is always the ſame, that 
water will never loſe its fluidity; and 
when an European makes a ſimilar 
concluſion relative to mercury, from 
the .ſame principle, it is manifeſt, that 
they both form erroneous deductions, 
by reaſoning from the conſtant rules of 
experience. | 
And where are we to look for the 
cauſe of theſe errors? A variety of 
facts and occurrences paſs in review. 
before us; from particular caſes we are 
too apt to draw a general inference, and 
conclude, that they muſt all reſemble 
| one 
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one another, though perhaps there are 
many of them which we have not 
ſeen. 1 
If chen we are liable to error, in 


regard to the properties of bodies, 


which, notwithſtanding, are ſubject 
to the examination of the ſenſes, and 
if experience oftentimes obliges us to 


retract the judgment which we had 


formed; how much more eautious 
ought we to be, in pronouncing our 
opinions on the properties of ſpirit; 


or in preſuming to determine on the- 


impoſſibility of a thing, becauſe we 
have not proved it, and are not able 
to comprehend its eſſence or man- 
ner! 


All that we would pretend to infer | 


from theſe reflections is, that the diffi- 


culties which preſent themſelves, in- 


every kind of truths, though we may 
not be in a condition to form an 


abfolute 


ISM. 
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abſolute determination upon them, 
| + ſhould not prevent us from giving 

them our aſſent, when once they 

are ſufficiently proved. How little 
reaſon then have we to be fur- 
priſed, if we meet with difficulties in 
conceiving the manner of the union 
betwixt God and man; ſince we have 
certain proofs, that our Saviour, Who 
was incapable of falſhood, hath re- 
- preſented himſelf as partaking of hy | 
Divine Nature? 
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LETTER V. 


Internal evidence of the Cbriſtian Religion neceſ= 
ary, though not alone ' ſufficient for its confir- 
mation. Digreſſion to Dr. Boerbagve. Hum- 
ble birth and education of Jeſus Chriſt. - The 
<viſdom and purity of his moral precepts. Su- 
perior excellence of the morality of the goſpel to 
that of the wiſeft and "moſt wirtuous beathens, 
illuftrated from the precepts concerning forgive- - 
neſs of injuries and mental purity or chaſtity. 
A deſcription of the miſeries flowing from un- 
lawful love. To dire the vitaus of \ mankind 
| to eternity, the great objec of the doctrines 
and precepts of | Jeſus Chriſt. ' The fencerity 
with which our Saviour warned his dif- 
ciples of the. ſufferings which awaited him 
and themſelves alſo, a proof that he ated not 
en human principles. 4 meſſenger from God 
an uncommon phenomenon. The proofs of his 
miſſion muſt be more convincing than thoſe with 
awhich aue are contented in the common occurrences 
of fe 
HE excellency and purity of 
the doctrine of Chriſt, are not 


alone ſufficient to prove his divinity, 
or 
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or the intimate union of the Divine 
with the human nature. But if the 
doctrines of Chriftianity were unwor- 
thy of God; this circumſtance alone 
would ſufficiently evince that God was 
not their author. However excel- 
lent any doctrine may be, its excel- 
lence alone will not be a convincing 
proof that the teacher is divinely in- 
ſpired, or that the Divinity dwells 
within him. It is however a neceſſa- 
ry preliminary towards the eſtabliſh- 
ment of this truth. We ſhould never 
regard a man as a teacher ſent from 
God, if his doctrine be not holy, and 
conformable to the perfections of him, 

from whom he ſays it proceeds. In 
return, it will give a more favourable 
idea of him who teaches it; it will 
| thine with no borrowed ſplendor, and 
will furniſh more ample inſtructions. 
than ever were communicated by a 

mortal man, 6 

Fifty 
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Fifty years have almoſt elapſed, 
fince I was the diſciple of the immor- 
tal Boerhaave; but his image is con- 
tinually preſent to my mind. I have 
always before my eyes the venerable 
ſimplicity of that great man, who 
poſſeſſed, in an eminent degree, the 
talent of perſuading. How many 
times hath he ſaid, when ſpeaking of 
the precepts of our Saviour that this 
divine teacher knew mankind better than 
Socrates ] 

But what was leis in bimſclf 
when we abſtract from his perſon 
every thing that was ſupernatural? He 
was the ſon of a mechanic, who was 
the parent of fiſhermen of no rank 
in the world. He had no maſter to 
inſtruct him; he had read nothing but 
the writings of Moſes and the prophets, 
and had received no leſſons from a So- 
crates, a Plato, a Confucius: yet what 


Was 
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was the doctrine taught by this ſon of 
a common mechanic this man, whoſe - 
relations were all of them men of ob- 
ſcure birth, unimproved by education, 
and unimbued with ſcience? That the 
ſimple defire of committing a crime, 
is itſelf a ſin; a truth, which though 
_ conſidered in the preſent time as in- 
. conteſtable, and as the neceffary reſult 
of a right conception of the nature of 
the human mind, was nevertheleſs, a. 
doctrine entirely new, when taught by 
Chriſt. The Jews, it is true, regarded, 
as unlawful, many things which were 
_ conſidered as faults by the wiſeſt hea- 
thens; though their notions of their 
criminality, did not reſt upon juſt foun- 
dations. Thoſe things only, in their 
apprehenſion, were morally evil, which | 
were prohibited by the law, or which 
were repugnant to the happineſs of ſo- 
ciety. But they condemned only the 
- Wop + | action 
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action itſelf; that. alone they thought 
worthy of puniſhment—a. diſtinction 
not only abſurd, but in ſome mea- 
ſure a ſelf. contradiction. When im- 
pure ideas have once invaded the ima- 
gination, the practice is not far be- 
hind, and ſhould they fail to ripen into 
execution, it is only from the oppo- 
ſition of ſome external obſtacle ; for 
when the thoughts, which are the foun- 
tains of morality, are once vitiated, 
no internal reſources, no checks from 
principle are left to prevent their influ- 
ence on our actions. Eo — 

No diſhonourable ideas will ever 
be formed i in the pure foul of a, vir. $9 
tuous woman; but if they ſhould ob· | 
rude themſelves on the mind, and 
there meet with a favourable. recep- 
tion, ſhe will ſoon be diſarmed of her 
modeſty, and fall an eaſy prey to the 


firſt temptation. It did not eſcape 
2 the 
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the obſervation of our Sav tour, that 
the early r re] jection of any evil thought 
was the beſt defence againſt vice. 
Every moment of tire that is ſpent 
in meditations on ſin, ificreaſes the 
Fiber of the dangerous object which 
has polleſſed | our imagination. The 
Huftrions Boerhaave has often admired 
chi kentence of ür Shviour: Whofitui 
Lalelb ih a Womb fo lf Ufer ber, bit 
committed adultery already with ber in his 
beart. This maxim was ih reality in⸗ 
cluded in che ancient law againſt adul- 
tery. But mankind, through the blind- 
_ of their patfions, could nor diſcern | 
By this ſhort precept, Chriſt hath 
derten inthe moſt efficacious tanks 
er, the means o prefervitg Us from: - 

2 . The firft ticks of vice are gene- 
rally ſeeble j teuſon has then ſonic power 

over the mind; if then, at the ver 
rroinienc thar fuch thoughts occur tb 
| us 
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us as have a tendency to withdraw us 
from our duty, we ſhall with all dili- 
gence ſuppreſs them, and employ our 
attention on other things, we may 
avoid the approaching danger, and ſave. 
ourſelves from the dominion of vice. 
But a little encouragement will be fuf- 
fictent to give them ſuch an aſcendency, 
that all fubſequent reſiſtance will be 
This law, which fubjects even our 
thoughts to the divine tribunal, is the 
only means of ſecurity in focial life. 
Human juſtice hath no power over the 
paſſions and the defires of the heart; 
and the legiſlator muſt always fubmit 
to behold his fyſtem imperfect. It 
will never baniſh crimes, though it may 
puniſh criminals. It is not poſſible, but 
that a mind, daily occupied in revolv- 
ing the ſeductive objects of volup- _ 
tuouſneſs, will ruſh into enjoyment as. 

. F 2 ſoon 
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fron as it perceives an opportunity. of 
procuring that ſatisfaction, the ſimple 
idea of which has afforded him ſo much 
pleaſure. When we ſpeak of the en- 
joyments of ſenſe, we include all the 
vices without diſtinction. The tribu- 
nals of human juſtice combat them 
only with terror, in cafes where they 
are made manifeſt by their effects. Is 
it not eaſy for a man blinded by his 
paſſions, to perſuade himſelf, that he 
can conceal his faults from the eyes 
of his fellow creatures? It is not 
difficult for him, when his deſires 
have obtained the ſovereignty, - to 
baniſh from his mind every idea that 
can oppoſe them. Will not the thoughts 
of future puniſhment be weak and in- 
effectual, when preſent pleaſure ſolicits 
his ſenſe? But the doctrine of Chriſt 
does not content itſelf with cutting off 
the Young ſhoots of theſe venomous 
plants ; 
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plants; it deſtroys them in the bud, as 
the only means of preventing their 
growth. We muſt have God always 
before us; and the fear of this tremen- 
dous Judge muſt be the prevailing ſen- 
timent of our lives, if we would arm 
ourſelves againſt the vicious ſuggeſtions 
of our own minds: it is the fear of Gd 
alone which can ſhut our ears againſt 
the voice of thoſe enchanting Syrens ; - 
this will not ſuffer any impure ideas 
to defile our imagination; this will 
_ reſcue us from the danger of falling 
into the laſt ſtage of a vice, the begin- 
nings of which filled our uncorrupted 
minds with horror. That the man who 
conſiders fin as the greateſt of all evils, 
and indeed as the only eyil, ſhould at 
once abandon himſelf to its utmoſt ex- 
ceſſes, is indeed impoſſible: nor is it 
unlikely that a man who guards againſt 
the firſt attacks of vice, will be able to 
| © elude | 
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- elude its power. —But he who begins 
to fall, has no power to ſtop his pro- 
greſs ; every moment increaſes) his ra- 


pidity, till at laſt he plunges to the 

very bottom of the precipice. 
It was a fatal error which prevailed 

amongſt the Jews as well as Pagans ; 


that we could make ſatisfaction to 
God for ſins, and procure his Kindneſs, 


by oblations and preſents offered in 
the temples conſecrated to his wor- 


' ſhip, and by a ſcrupulous obſervance | 
of the ceremonial rites preſcribed in 


the law: for theſe ſurely could not 
improve the man, or ſanctify his heart. 
Nothing contributed more than this 


perſuaſion, to lull into a falſe ſecurity 


the guilty mind, and to baniſh from ĩt 
all fear of the Almighty that fear 
which is the beginning of wiſdom. . If 
a king, by the ſacrifice of his ſon, could 
deliver himſelf from extreme danger, 


we 
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we ſhould ſee him armed wich 4 poig- 
natd againſt the perſon of one, that | is 
notwithſtanding dear to him, and ea- 
gerly ſpilling that blood, the effuſion 
bf which is demanded by the ſupreme 
law of ſelf-preſervation. If the build- 
ing of a ſacred edifice could expiate 
treaſons and murders, how little would 
they affect the impious hearts of thoſe 


who cqyld defray this expence? 1fa gs 


rich. finner, by paying double tythes 
out of his large revenues, could ten- 
der himself are to God, would 


1 


hands of crankprofiing. at pleaſure, and 
with iqpunity? The expenditure of 
wealth would not be to them ſo great 
a faerifige, as to part with a favourite 
vice, which has been the ſource of 
frequent pleaſure. How much more 
agreeable, then, will that religion be, 
Which affords the means of grace, by 
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life. T he pain to which the fana- 
tic Indian ſubmits, when encloſed, 
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the obſervance of certain formalities 'or | 
exterior rites ; and obliges not its yota- 
ries at the ſame time, to fubdye their 


7 


 eriminal appetites, in which they may 


indulge without depriving themſelves | 
of the favour of their judge, whoſe 
pardon | for paſt faults they can pur- 
chaſe at ſo eaſy a rate ! By a purchaſe, 
I mean all thoſe outward forms to 
which a ſinner has recourſe, in order 
to make his God propitious, without 
correcting his vices, or reforming his 


in a veſſel ſtuck with ſharp points— 
pious legacies, abſtinence from cer- 
tain meats, a particular kind of 
and other formalities of a like kind, 
are means very inefficacious for ſa- 
tisfying the juſtice of an holy and 
righteous judge. If we read the 
9 with the ſmalleſt attention, we 
2 — 


922 8 
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may obſerve, that there is no error 
which is there attacked in more ſevere - 
terms, than the fatal ſecurity into 
which a vicious people are betrayed, by 
wicked and artful prieſts. Chriſt, the 
author and object of our faith, clearly 
foreſaw the baneful effects of this ſo- 
poriferous poifon, and how ineffeQtual 
it would render that religion which he 
had brought fram heaven. Nothing 
is more flattering to men, than the 
hopes of ſalvation, which is built on no 
ſacrifice of their favourite - inclinations. 
The wiſe and animating precepts of our 
divine legiflator, have been ſcarcely 
ſufficient to prevent . Chriſtians from 
falling into this dangerous deluſion. 
It is not my deſign to lay before you 
a detail of the morality of the goſpel. 
This taſk has been performed by others, 
who are more verſed in it than myſelf. 
I would only in this place take notice of 
a 5 the 
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the forgiveneſs of injuries, a virtue 
almoſt unknown to the Jews; and 
though it was highly extolled by ſome 
of the wiſeſt heathens, yet their prac- 
tice by no means correſponded with 
the precept. And here it may not be 
improper to obſerve, that we often 
judge of the actions of Elias, of David, 
and of other holy men, by the laws 
of Chriſt. The forgiveneſs of injuries 
is the characteriſtic of a great mind; 
we are not unacquainted with it in 
theory; and we have ſeen examples 
of it upon the ſtage, which we haye 
conſidered as the natural effect of vir- 
tuous principles, imbibed in the heart, 
though unregenerated. But in ancient 
times, this maxim, ſo eſſential to a 
pure morality, was altogether un- 
known. This is evident from all the 
moſt ancient poets and hiſtorians. 
roes of 
Homer 
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Homer implacable?— The kindneſs 
of David to Saul, his mortal enemy, 


is the only inſtance to be met with of 
this virtuous temper. We find no 
other example of this divine principle, 
in thoſe rude times of violence and 
anarchy. ri 

I cannot quit this ſubject, without 
remarking ſome other excellencies of 
the morality of Chriſt—a morality ſo 
ſuperior to the prejudices of the vul- 
gar. Ancient nations in general, adored 
as gods ſuch as had formerly been men, 

and hved amongſt them; they ſup- 
poſed alſo that their enemies had the 
ſame kind of local deities. Even the 
Jews, to whom God had revealed 
ſuffered an idea ſo contrary to his in- 
finite perfection, to enter into their 
graſs minds. The temple—The temple, 
was a ſacred expreſſion amongſt them 


' and | 
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and demonſtrated the vain prejudice . 
which prevailed throughout their whole 
nation that God was only their God. 

It was this miſtaken opinion, which in- 

duced them to reject a ſalvation that 
was intended for all mankind; their 

pride would not permit them to par- 
take of it with others. De e 

though born amongſt them, though a 
Jew by birth, clearly proved by his 
own conduct, that all theſe natural 
_ animoſities — all thoſe extraordinary 
privileges claimed by one ſect over 
another, were deſtitute of every rea- 
ſonable foundation. He refuſed not 
to converſe,with a woman of Samariaz - 
a nation deſpiſed at Jeruſalem. He 
made a diſcovery of himſelf to her, in 
more expreſs terms than he had done 
to any one before; he eat, and con- 
tinued for ſome time, with this wo- 
man, whom his countrymen treated 
| with 
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with contempt. He inculcated alſo 
in a parable, the principle of univer= 
fal charity; by preferring the Sama- 

ritan, who had exerciſed it, to the 
Jewiſh prieſt, who had neglected this 
very important duty. He hath ex- 
cluded from ſalvation, all thoſe who 
profeſs his doctrine, but content 
themſelves with a bare profeſſion. 
He has openly declared, that thoſe 
who regarded themſelves as true be- 
lievers, and as being the deſcendants 
of Abraham, ſhould nevertheleſs ſuf- 
fer a greater condemnation than was 
2 for Tyre and for Sidon. 


ee which were peculiar to the 
Jews from their birth, and from the 
writings of the prophets, yet the Sa- 
viour of the world expreſsly cautioned 
them againſt placing a greater confi- 
dence in thoſe. conſiderations, than in 

hs 


otwithſtanding the advantages and 
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the purity of their religion. He warn« 
ed them againſt expecting the ap- 
probation of God, becauſe they had 
rigorouſly obſerved all the rites of the 
ceremonial law. It was not from 
men that our Saviour had learned a 
morality ſo pure and holy; for ſuch is 
| its repugnance to all the dictates of 
their corrupt hearts, that even to this 
day, there are many among the diſ- 
eiples of Chriſt, who preſutne to call 
themſelves the elect of God, and to 
condemn all others who are not of 
their ſect of perſuaſion. * 
There is yet another feature which 
marks the excellency of the Chriſtian 
doctrine; and that is, the purity 
which it requires in what is called 
our natural deſires ; but which are 
oftentimes too impetuous to be re- 
ſtrained by the laws of religion; I 
here mean the paſfion which unites 
the 
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the ſexes a paſſion which exerciſes 
dominion over the moſt generous and 
tender hearts. The philoſophers both 
of Greece and China, have confidered 
this propenſity as neceſſarily refultmg 
from the frame and conſtitution of 
man; they have therefore treated it 
with much lenity and | indulgence ; 
though the abuſe of it & not kB 
common, rior leſs pernicious; thai 
either pride of avarice, - which two 
paſſions they have attacked with the 
moſt powerful arguments, and painted 
in the blackeſt colours. Even ths 
wiſe Socritss could pardon, in ſome 
meaſure, theſe deviations from virtue; 
under the notiot that they were the 
effects of 4 brutal inſtinet, & which 
even the beſt men were ſubject. It 
does not appear, that the phileſoz 
phers thought there was any thing 
2 in this vice; they rather 

conſidered 
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conſidered it as a very venial fault in 
youth. Men of virtue in Greece, in 
Rome, and in China, even the two 
Antonini, have not blamed this pro- 
miſcuous commerce of the ſexes in 
others, and have even en it in 
themſelves. 1 
As I am writing to one of the fe- 
8 am ſenſible that 1 ought 
to treat this ſubject with the greateſt 
delicacy; it is that conſideration 
which prevents me from repreſenting 
this vice in its genuine colours; I 
muſt therefore confine myſelf to ſuch 
a deſcription of it as may not give any 
offence | to modeſty. Unlawful love 
enſeebles all the powers of the ſoul, 
diverts it from every thing that is ſe- 
rious, and gives it a diſtaſte both of 
moral duty, and of whatever requires a 
certain degree of labour. It is at- 
tended with a long train of embarrafft 
ments, 
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ments, troubles, and misfortunes: it 
deſtroys the harmony and mutual con- 
fidence on which the happineſs of the 
marriage ſtate depends: it involves 
its unhappy votaries in unneeeſſary ex- 
pences, and engages them in habits 
hurtful to ſociety: it ſhuts our eyes 
againſt the proſpect of eternity—awful 
in its own nature, but rendered more 
dreadful by the conſciouſneſs of a 
wicked courſe of life—and more cloſe- 
ly rivets our affections to the things 
of this world, which, after death, can- 
not accompany. us. Jeſus was born 
amongſt a people, where polygamy 
was allowed; where the unlawful 
commerce of the ſexes was counte- 
nanced, and where divorces were 
common: and fo complaiſant were 
the interpreters of the law at that 
time, that the moſt trifling cauſes 
were ſufficient to procure a ſeparation, 
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The Son of a carpenter made his ap- 
pearance amongſt the Jews, 'at a pe- 
riod when they were thus miſled by 
their teachers. He preached to them 
the neceſſity of a more regular life; - 
and of a purity of manners at that 
time unknown. But this precept of 
the goſpel is familiar to modern times; 
honourable mention is made of it in 
all our treatiſes of morality; it is 
even introduced into our dramatic 

- writings; and, in our commerce with 
the world, it is conſidered, as it were, 

a common or ordinary duty. But when 
Jeſus entered upon his divine commiſ- 
fion, he was the only teacher who 
recommended chaſtity to men, who 
required of them conjugal fidelity, 
who reprobated the oppoſite vices, 
and - condemned all impurity both in 
their defires and in their thoughts. 

From whence then came this law of 

chaſtity 
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thaſtity and temperance, which uo 
man before had thought of impoſing 


on the world as a duty? It came not 
from man; it had not its ſource in 
the hearts in which thoſe very paſſions 
chat it condemned, had taken root: 
but we muſt look up to him, as the 
author of it, who was inſtructed by 
God; who commanded his diſciples to 
be perſect, as our Father which is in 
heaven is perfect. | 
All the benefits of the dnfirins: of 
Chriſt ſeem to concenter in this one 
point—that eternity is the grand ob- 
ject we ſhould: have in view—conſe- 
quently, that the- main buſineſs of our 
lives, ſhould be to prepare for itz and 
that we ſhould eſteem. the favour of 
God, as the only true good. Theſe 
ideas did not originate in the heart of 
man; no Socrates had perceived 
them; they were unknown to the 
G 2 Jews, 
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Jews, notwithſtanding the bright Lu- 
minary deſtined to enlighten the world; 
was firſt to ſhine upon them. 
Agreeably to this fundamental 
rule, our Saviour condemns in his 
| followers, that care and ſolicitude 
which are ſo inceſſantly occupied 
in the affairs of this world. He 
requires, that we ſhould ſacrifice 
all that is dear to us, rather than 
ſubmit to the pollutions of ſin. He 
warns us, that the way of life is 
narrow and difficult; and that we 
cannot, without tribulation, enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. He has 
cautioned us to dread the indigna- 
tion of the Deity, as the only evil which 
ought to alarm us. The wiſeſt philo- 
ſophers amongſt the heathens knew 
but little of a life to come; they ne- 
ver ſpake of it but in very doubt- 
ful and ambiguous terms. Their 
| leſſons, | 
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| leſſons, therefore, had not, upon the 
heart, that authority which alone 
can ſubdue dhe will, and Which, in 
our Saviour, was a manifeſtation of his 
divine origin. The firm perſuaſion 
of a future life, of the being of a 
juſt God, who will reward or, puniſh 
men according to. their works, is the 
very ſoul and eſſence of the pgs 
tian religion. | 
I place, likewiſe, gg hol 
things which Jeſus Chriſt, could not 
have derived from human - wiſdom, 
the ſincerity with. which he informed 
his diſciples of the ſufferings that a- 
waited him, and of thoſe which they 
alſo would partake of on earth. Hg . 
omitted no opportunity to remove 
from their minds, all thoſe temporal 
hopes with their national prejudices 
had led them to encourage; that the 
kingdom of the Meſſiah would be of 
G 3 this 
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this world, and that he would appear 
in all the ſplendor of à mighty mo- 
narch. That our Saviour's ' deſign 
was to eſtabliſh a fpiritual monarchy, | 
and that all his actions enrelpos de 
with that deſign, is another teſtimony 
in favour of the Meſſiah, T he artful 
Mahomet took great care to inform 
thoſe, whom he was deſirous to aſſo- 
ciate with himſelf, for conducting the 
grand ſcheme which he had formed, 
that certain evils would await chem, 
and that certain dangers muſt be 
courted. He endeavoured to infuſe 
into them a ſpirit of heroiſm; other- 
wiſe they might have been diſguſted 
with their ſituation, and he might 
have been deprived of their ſupport. 
The diſciples of our Saviour were 
men like ourſelves; not the heroes of 
a ſtage, in whom the contempt of 
death is no extraordinary virtue. 


87 


They feared for their great Leader; 
they would have perſuaded him to 
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-preſerve his life; they were not with- 
out apprehenſions for themſelves, and 
' fought their ſafety by flight, when 
they perceived danger approaching ; 
they forſook their - maſter, for whom - 
they had the greateſt affection, and of 
whom they had entertained the moſt 
exalted notions. Theſe were the men 
to whom Jeſus announced, that they 
were to ſuffer and to die for him. He 
made this declaration to perſons full 
of the idea of a victorious Meſſiah ; 
who had promiſed themſelves a par- 
ticipation of his future grandeur ; and 
who aſpired after the firſt honours in 
the new kingdom, which they expected 
to ſee eſtabliſhed in Sion—erroneous 
opinions, but ſufficiently characteriſtic 
of the. propenſities of human nature. 
This proceeding, ſo ſingular in its 
G4 Kkind; 
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Kind ; the fincerity with which he in- 
formed his followers of the deſtiny - 
which awaited them, evidently prove 
that Jeſus acted not aſter the manner 
of men, nor like the chief of a party, 
who procure to themſelves partizans 
by the promiſe of rewards: it was 
not his deſign to gain diſciples by the 
alluring offers of en advan- 
tages. 

This unexampled vid and inte- 
grity, muſt naturally fix our attention 
upon the perſon by whom they were 
diſplayed. They diſcover & more 
than human virtue, not ta be paral- 
lelled in the hiftory of all ages. A 
meſſenger from God is not a common 
| phenomenon. Þ Such an event de- 
mands our molt ſerious examination: 
a fact of this nature cannot but be at- 
tended with important conſequences; 
the proofs of its rum muſt be 

| more 
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more convincing than thoſe. with 
which we are contented in the more 

ordinary occurrences of life. . - _ 
We have already remarked, that 
the doctrine of Chriſt was a great teſ- 
timony in his: favour; and that his 
wiſdom was much ſuperior. to that 
which ſimple nature was capable of 
attaining. But I would ſpeak more 
particularly to the perſon of this 
teacher, whoſe doctrine merits 1g 
great admiration, He united in him- 
ſelf all thoſe excellencies which ſhould 
characteriſe an heavenly meſſenger, 
and ſuch as we may expect in one 
ſent from God, and inſtructed by 
him in the truths which he was to 
promulgate. But in a matter of this 
conſequence, we ſhould not be too 
haſty in our opinion, We ſhould 
firſt conſider, whether the deſign ap- 
pans. to be worthy of God, and 
| whether 


BARON, HALLER'S LETTERS 


90 


whether the inſtrument employed 
was anſwerable to the execution of 
it; we ſhould therefore examine his 
principal actions, the events of his 
life, the credentials of his divine com- 
miſſion, and whether he was ac- 
tually ſent from heaven into this 
lower world, 
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LETTER VI. 


The commencement of  Chriftianity. By what 
means /o pure a religion was eftabliſhed in ſo 
corrupt à world. The cauſes that contributed 
to the rapidity of its progreſs. The proofs 
wohich Ch hath given of on divine miſſion. | 


HA we may throw the greater 
light upon this ſubject, it will 

be uſeful to look back to the com- 
mencement of Chriſtianity ; and exa- 
mine by what means its author was 
able to eſtabliſh a religion fo little 
calculated to pleafe the world in its 
actual ſtate of depravity. We may at 
the ſame time extend our enquiries, 
by conſidering what were the cauſes 
which contributed to the rapidity 
of its progreſs; and what were the 
progfs which Chriſt hath given of his 
| divine 
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divine miſſion, It is well known, 
that in the time of Conſtantine the 
Great, Chriſtianity was ſo widely 
fpread, that a council was aſſembled 
at Nice, compoſed of ſeveral biſhops, 
that is, of thoſe who had the care of 
the churches then erected in the prin- 
cipal cities of the empire. After 
that period, we find all thoſe exten- 
five provinces from the country of the 
Parthians as far as Bretagne, filled 
with Chriſtians. The churches who 
confeſſed the name of Jeſus, encreaſed 
to this aſtoniſhing degree, at a time 
when very ſeyere edicts had been pub- 
liſhed againſt them, and when they 
groaned under the weight of divers 
perſecutions. A ſhort time before, 
the artful Diocleſian, who had for an 
aſſociate in the empire, the father 
of the ſame Conſtantine whom . we 
have juſt mentioned, had determined 

| | to 
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to cut off by fire or the ſword, all 
thoſe who profeſſed the Chriſtian 
faith; and ſo highly did he applaud 
himſelf on account of his great ſuc- - 
ceſs, that in order to preſerve the me- 
mory of this bloody tranſaction, he 
cauſed an inſcription to be engraven 
in marble, which implied—That be 
had deftroyed the very name of Cbriſ- 
tin. 25479) 788 

If we examine into a more remote 
period, towards the beginning of the 
ſecond century, about 70 years after 
the death of our Saviour, we ſhall - 


find, that the Chriſtians were ſo nu- 


merous, that the eloquent Pliny, a a 
Pagan, and proconſul of Bythinia, 

complained, that in his province 
the altars were abandoned, and the 
worſhip of the gods neglected. Fur- 
ther - back, even about 30 years 
after the death of Chriſt, the Chriſ- 
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tian religion was ſo well known, that 
it excited the jealouſy as well of the 
Pagans as of the Jews; they called 
it a ſe& odious to the whole world. 
The Pagans held it in abhorrenee, 
becauſe of its tendency to aboliſh 
the worſhip of the gods which they 
adored. The. enmity of the Jews was 
not ſoftened by the conſideration that 
they ſprung from amongſt themſelves. 
The cruel Nero laid to their charge 
the burning of Rome; a crime which 
he had himſelf committed, from an 
extravagant vanity, of which it is im- 
poſſible to aſſign any ground. Not 
long after his death, they formed a 
numerous ſociety; and even in thoſe 
early times, there were churches 
founded at Babylon, in Afia 'Minor, 
in Paleſtine, in Greece, in Italy, in 
Rome, and in almoſt all the provinces 
of the empire. It would be deſtroy- 
| $ ing 
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ing all hiſtorical faith, and intro- 
ducing an abſolute pyrrhoniſm, not 
to infer from the writings of St. Paul, 
that under the emperors Nero and 
Claudius, there were a conſiderable 
number of chutches in the principal 
cities, which were under the Roman 
government; that biſhops (now call- 
ed prieſts) and deacons, diſtinguiſhed 
for their fidelity, preſided over theſe 
churches; that they aſſembled for the 
public worſhip of Almighty God, and 
for celebrating the communion, by 
breaking of bread, according to the 
precept of our Lord, as a memorial 
of his death; that they read the ſcrip- 
tures, and explained all the articles of 
the Chriſtian faith. And to come 
nearer. to that great epoch, the 
death of our Saviour, we find, that 
not long after this event, there was 
a church eſtabliſhed at Jeruſalem, ' 

| at 
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at Antioch, and in the neighbouring 
towns. Theſe firſt / churches were 
founded by the Apoſtles themſelves; 
whoſe painful taſk it was to preach 
the goſpel in all places whitherſo - 
ever they went. The ordinary ſer- 
vices of the church, they entruſted to 
faithful miniſters choſen for that pur- 
poſe. . We find alſo, that in an aſſem- 
bly of the principal diſciples of our 
Saviour, held at Jeruſalem, the grand 
queſtion. was diſputed, whether the 
Gentiles were to be ſubject to the 
"ceremonial: law of Moſes. Were we 
to trace the Chriſtian doctrine to. its 
origin, we ſhould ſee that its pro- 
mulgation and eſtabliſhment were 
entruſted to the twelve diſciples of 
Chriſt—men deſtitute of every thing 
which could attract public regard or 
conſideration; ſuch as birth, knows 
edge, or reputation: yet, theſe wert 
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the perſons who publiſhed abroad 
the death the ignominious death of 
their maſter. They accompanied him 
in all his labours and peregrinations; 
they were the auditors of his inſtruc- 
tive leſſons; and being furniſhed with 
wiſdom which he had communicated 
to them, they became themſelves the 
teachers of mankind. 

Having thus aſcended by an hiſto- 
rical gradation, I come now to Jefus 
himſelf, the author of the Chriſtian 
religion; who ſprung from the royal 
houſe of David, and who' devoted his 
whole life to the great work for 
which he was ſent into the world. 
He taught like one inſtructed by God. 
As another proof of his divine origin, 
he lived without any of thoſe faults 
and infirmities, to which men are 
ſubject. No one could impeach the 
rectitude of his conduct. His life 
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ſtruction and example, both equally 


- exerted their utmoſt efforts to ſtop 


. — ——— —— * 
8 — a — — 
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was an uninterrupted ſeries of in- 


rated at the ſucceſs of his doctrine, 


its progreſs, and depreciate the eſti · 
mation in which he was held. But 
neither the Celſiſes, the Porpbyries, 
the Julians, nor the Jeus of paſt or 
modern times, have dared to attack 
the purity of his morals. The doubts, 
therefore, of the free-thinkers, whe- 
ther the virtues aſcribed to Jeſus were 
abſolutely without blemiſh, are fri- 
yolous and of no avail. 1 | 
In the whole courſe of his life, we 

ſee no traces of ambition or worldly 

views; he even refuſed the thanks of 

thoſe on whom he had performed 

miraculous cures, and whoſe delive- 

rance from their various maladies, im- 
preſſed them with the higheſt ſenſe 
| "+: 
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of gratitude. And: when the people, 
aſtoniſhed at the number as well as 
greatneſs of his miracles, were de- 
ſirous of placing him on the throne 
of David, he, by withdrawing him- 
ſelf, refuſed this proof of their kind- 
neſs and eſteem. He endeavoured to 
_ eradicate from his diſciples, all hopes 
of temporal advantages; and paſſed 
his days in voluntary poverty, | 
To avoid the converſation of men, 
to whom he appeared 4 burning and 4 
ſhining light, he paſſed his nights in 
ſolitude and prayer. The gravity of 
his diſcourſes, the majeſtic compo- 
ſure with which they were delivered, 
evidently marked their divine teacher. 
He ſpoke as never man ſpoke ; this 
was the declaration of thoſe who 
heard him, notwithſtanding their pre- 
judice againſt his perſon and doctrine: 
and to this teſtimony I cannot with- 
| H 2 * 
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hold my aſſent, when I compare his 
diſcourſes with any of thoſe that have 
been delivered by the moſt eminent 
philoſophers of Greece and China. 
He was continually employed in do- 
ing good; not out of oftentation, in | 
performing prodigies wonderful and 
ſupernatural, or in ſevere acts of juſ- 
tice for the puniſhment of offenders. 
His actions were more uſeful. than 
brilliant, calculated to adminiſter to 
the wants of men, and remedy the 
incurable evils of their nature. 1 
ſhall not attempt, in this place, to 
demonſtrate the reality of theſe ſuper- 
natural works; a more favourable 
opportunity will offer in the ſequel. 
I ſhall content myſelf for the preſent, 
with conſidering the nature of theſe 
miracles, ſuch as the apoſtles have 
repreſented them. | 

We behold | an innocent man, de- 


livering 
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livering himſelf up to the cruelty of 
his enemies, and when his hour was 
come, chearfully ſubmitting to the 
pains of death. If he were an impoſ- 
tor, what could have been his mo- 
tive to this proceeding? Such an ac- 
cuſation is ſo great a ſtretch of impiety, 
that very few of the enemies of reve- 
lation have dared to hazard it. Were 
voluptuouſneſs, riches or honours, the 
objects of his purſuit — of him, who 
conſtantly preached the great duties 
of religion ; and who ſuffered ſome of 
his diſciples to forſake him, becauſe 
they were terrified with the ſeverity 
of his precepts, and would continue 
no longer to be witneſſes of his mira- 
cles, or to hear thoſe leſſons, which, 
in their opinion, were too pure and 
holy ? 

All the actions of our i | 


his whole conduct —are perfectly con- 
1 ſiſtent, 
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ſiſtent, and form, as it were, one 
entire piece, as might be expected 
in an ambaſſador of God. They all 
center in one point eternity is the 
ſublime ſubject of his diſcourſes. He 
ſurely did not leave the celeſtial ha- 
bitations of his Father, for the trifling 
concerns of this life, which, however, 
are ſo eagerly courted by men. In 
every moment of his liſe in every 
action which he perſormed, he never 
loſt ſight of the great object of his 
miſſion, To inſtruct men in the 
truth, and to devote himfelf as a 
ſacrifice for their fins, was the im- 
portant buſineſs with which he was 
charged. 

But if he acted dais other ent 
his conduct was altogether incon- 
ſiſtent and unaccountable; for then 
there will appear the greateſt oppo- 
ſition * the caufe and the 
effects 
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effects — betwixt the deſign and 
the means which he employed. 
Was he an impoſtor? Why did he 
Why did he cauſe ſome of his ſol- 
lowers to leave him, by the terri- 
fying menaces of future evil by the 
ſeverity of his precepts, and by that 
degree of holineſs which he required 
of them? Was he an enthuſiaſt or a 
fanatic ? This is an idea which the 
free-thinkers of the preſent time have 
been fond of ſtarting. Why then did 
he not affect a behaviour more eecen- 
trie? Why did he fubmit himſelf; 
and ſubject thofe over whom he had 
acquired authority by the right of 
redemption, to the ceremonies of the 
law? Why did he teach doctrines 
which no human wiſdom could have 
ſuggeſted, and which no perſon be- 
fore him had put in practice? Why 
; H 4 had 
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had all his actions a tendency to 


one conſtant, invariable deſign ? His 
whole life was a prelude to his future 
ſufferings; but to them he did not 


_ expoſe himſelf till the very hour was 


arrived, in which it was determined 
that he was to ſubmit to death. 

In ſhort, all theſe objections, which 
the enemies of our faith have raiſed 
againſt Chriſtianity — objections that 
ean ſerve no other purpoſe than to 
excite ſome doubts in their minds, 


and which they have employed to 


defend a bad cauſe, and diſcredit re- 
velation, cannot, however, diminiſh 
that profound reſpect, which the life 
and doctrine of our Saviour muſt na- 
turally inſpire in thoſe who contem- 
plate them with attention. This ex- 
traordinary perſon, ſo ſuperior to all 
human calumny, when ſpeaking of 
himſelf, boldly deelared, that he was the 
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man deſcribed in the writings of the 
prophets, and who had been promiſed 
to the world. He affured them, that 
God had entruſted to him theſe di- 
vine truths, which he was to declare 
to mankind, whoſe redemption he 
was to effect. There were extant a 
number of books, inconteſtably more 
ancient than Jeſus, and the reign of 
Tiberius, all which announce a Pro- 
phet, a Saviour enriched with hea- 
venly gifts, and promiſed 10 God to 
his people. . 
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— of the 'beridvares, 


LETTER vIt. 


Truth of Chriftianity proved by prophecy. 
The Chriſtian religion oppoſite to the inclina-, 


tions and paſſions of human nature. 


7 is not, my dear child, my de- 

ſign to run over all the prophe- 
cies that have foretold a Meſſiah, a 
Prophet, a Redeemer, who was to 
make ſatisfaction for the fins of the 
world, and reſtore the kingdom of 
God. I ſhall content myſelf with re- 
fering to a few places in the ancient 
oracles, where the coming of our 
Saviour is predicted in very expreſs 
terms. 

But I 2 premiſe, that the an- 
tiquity of theſe books to which I 
allude, has never been diſputed ; nei- 
ther are the * ections of any weight 

| which 
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which have been urged againſt them. 
Three hundred years before the birth 


of Chriſt, all theſe books were tranſ- 
lated into the Greek language at 
Alexandria ; they were then very an- 
cient z but it is ſufficient for our pur- 
poſe to alledge, that Jeſus frequently 
appeals to them as to prophecies 
much older than himſelf, and with 
which the world abounded. Perhaps 
every one does not know in what 
manner the religion of the Jews was 
ſpread. It appears, from the writings 
of a ſatyrical poet, the contemporary 
and favourite of the emperor Au- 
guſtus, that at Rome, which was the 
common rendezvous of all nations, 
and in particular of men of rank and 
fortune, many perſons ſcrupled to - 
violate the ſabbath-day, by any kind 
of work or labour. All the Jews had 
their public ſeminaries, and books of 

| their 
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their law both in Hebrew and 
Greek. | a 
To this remark we muſt add, that 
we are removed ſome thouſands of 
years from the time in which the 
books to which I appeal were written. 
The manners of men in the ages I 
ſpeak of, their language, their ex- 
preſſions, are very different from thoſe 
which prevail in the weſtern hemi- 
ſphere which we inhabit. Many 


things were eaſy and intelligible to 


thoſe people who were of warm and 

lively imaginations, which we cannot, 

without great difficulty, comprehend. 
Cuſtom had given a determinate ſenſe 
to many of their figures, which ap- 
pear to us ſtrange and unuſual. Their 
oral tradition ſerved likewiſe as an 
explication to divers things, which in 


the infancy of the arts and ſciences 


were 
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were but ſeldom written, or ſet down 
in very few words. | 
It is, however, inconteſtable, a 
in the early ages, fallen man had the 
promiſe of a redeemer. The ſage 
' Perſians, and the Brachmans, whoſe 
writings have of late years been ſtu- 
died, ſpoke a long time ſince, and 
with confidence, of the future appear- 
ance of a mediator. But what ren- 
ders this general opinion the more 
credible, is, that the moſt ancient of 
all the prophecies relates to this Re- 
deemer ſo univerſally expected; which 
prophecy is this that the ſeed of the 
woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head— 
that ſerpent which had ſeduced 0 
mother of mankind. 
| When it was ſaid to Abel as 
Iſaac, and to Jacob, that in them 
ſhould all the nations of the earth be 
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Beſed, it is not poſſible to interpret 
this prediftion in any other ſenſe 


than this—that the Saviour of the 


world ſhould be born of one of their 
deſcendants. We cannot, with any 


degree of reaſon, apply this prophecy 


to their poſterity, conſidered in a ge- 
neral view; becauſe they conſiſted of 
a people ſo different from the reſt of 
the world, and with whom they had 
ſo little communication, that it is not 
to be preſumed that ſo univerſal a 
bleſſing could be derived from them, 
and extend its influence over all the 
nations of the earth. The prophecy 
concerning Shiloh, which hath been 
the occaſion of ſo much controverſy, 
and of which ſo many explications 


have been given, may, however, be 


elucidated .from thoſe moſt ancient 
predictions, which imply that the 
Meſſiah ſhould be born at a time, 

"= when 
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when the ſceptre departing from the 
houſe of Judah, ſhould fall into the 
hands of a ſtranger, nor any longer 
be held by a perſon of Jewiſh extrac- 
vet TR e 
Moſes had very expreſsly promiſed 
the appearance of a prophet, and in- 
deed the only prophet, which would 
reſemble him, more eſpecially in this 
particular—That God would reveal to 
him his will, which he was to communi- 
cate to men—in this conſiſted the pe- 
culiar prerogative of Moſes, which 
diſtinguiſhed him from all thoſe 
whom God had raiſed up in the midſt 
of that nation. As it is my defign 
to treat of theſe ſubje&ts with as 
much brevity as. poſſible, I ſhould be 
drawn into a diſſertation too copious, 
were I to take notice of the ſeveral 
places in the Pſalms, where the com- 


ing of ſome extraordinary perſon is 
promiſed 
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promiſed to mankind; whom David 
has deſcribed in ſuch brilliant colours, 
that they cannot poſlibly be applied to 
a mere man. 

Such was the character given by 
Iſaiah of the future Meſſiah, that it 
cannot agree with any other perſon 
but Jeſus. His entire book, though 
a long one, contains little elſe but 
the hiſtory of this Meſſiah that was 
to come, and of the new church of 
which he was to be the head. When 
he deſcribes this extraordinary gift 
from Heaven, which was to appear 
in the perſon of the Redeemer, he 
ſpeaks of him in a kind of triumph, 
and with the utmoſt magnificence of 
language.“ Unto us a child is 
er born, unto us a ſon is given, and 
te the government ſhall be upon his 
* ſhoulders; and his name ſhall be 
4 called Wonderful, Counſellor, the 
| | * Mighty 
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« Mighty God, the Everlaſting Fa- 
« ther, the Prince of Peace. Of 
« the increaſe of his government and 
« peace, there ſhall be no end, upon 
ee the throne of David and upon his 
ee kingdom, to order it and to eſta- 
ce bliſh- it with judgment and with 
e juſtice, from henceforth even for 
te ever.“ This prophet expreſsly fore- 
told the very place of his birth; 
declaring, that a great light was to 
riſe in Galilee of the Gentiles, for 
there was Nazareth ſtuated. He alfo 
ſpecified the family of which he was 
to be born, and that was of Jeſſe 
the father of David. The voice of 
one crying in the wilderneſs, which was 
a kind of an harbinger to the Meſſiah, 
was alſo to prepare for his coming. 
Mildneſs was to be the character of 
his reign; peace was to flouriſh upon 
the earth, and of his empire there 
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was to be no end. He promiſed, 
that in this happy age, ' the wolf ſhould 
dwell with the lamb, and the ſucking 
child play on the hole of the aſp. He 
farther ſpeaks of him in theſe words: 
« He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor 
& cauſe his voice to be heard in the 
e ſtreet. A bruiſed reed ſhall he not 
break, and the ſmoaking flax ſhall 
« not be quenched : he ſhall ſeek 
ec judgment in the earth, and the 
« iſles ſhall wait for his law. His 
ce church ſhall extend as far as the 
te earth; remote people ſhall be con- 
« verted to him, and ſhall bring to 
er an end the ungrateful nation of the 
« Hebrews.” And in order to ſup- 
preſs that worldly temper of the Jews, 
which induced them to expect a tem- 
poral monarch, a king of human 
race, who ſhould reign with uncon- 
troled power, he has been very care- 
8 fu 
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ful to deſcribe, in the moſt pointed 
and - expreſſive terms, the humble 


condition in which the Meſſiah was 
to appear, and the ſufferings which 
were reſerved for him; but who 
would afterwards be exalted to the 
higheſt ſtate of dignity. He repre- 
ſented him, at the ſame time, as a 
perſon whoſe exterior form would be 
humble, and whoſe appearance would 
be the meaneſt amongſt the children 
of men.—* He ſhall. grow before 
e him, ſays Ifaiah, as a tender plant, 
« and as a root out of a dry ground, 
« he hath no form nor comelineſs; 
« and when we ſee him there is no 
e beauty that we ſhould deſire him. 
He is deſpiſed and rejected of men, 
« a man of ſorrows and acquainted 
« with grief; and we hid as it were 
« our faces. from him; he was deſpi- 
©” and we eſteemed. him not. 
| 12 « Surely 
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ce Surely he hath borne our griefs and 
* carried our. ſorrows; yet we did 
« eſteem him ftricken, ſmitten of 

te God, and afflicted. But he was 
« wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he 
« was bruiſed for our iniquities: the 
ce chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
ee him, and with his ftripes are we 
cc healed. All we like ſheep have 
gone aſtray; we have turned every 
ce one to his own way, and the Lord 
« hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
« all. He was oppreſſed and he was 
& afflicted, yet he opened not his 
tc mouth. He was taken from priſon 
ce and from judgment; he was cut 
« off from the land of the living; he 
« made his grave- with the wicked 
« and with the rich in his death, be- 
ee cauſe he had done no violence, nei- 
ce ther was any deceit in his mouth. 
64 * Yet it Te the Lord to bruiſe 
| | cc him; 
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ce him; he hath put him to grief: 
« when thou ſhalt make his ſoul an 
« offering for ſin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed, 
« he ſhall prolong his days, and the 
e pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper 
ce in his hand. He ſhall ſee of the tra- 
cc yail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatis- 
« fied; by his knowledge ſhall my 
< righteous ſervant juſtify many; for 
< he ſhall bear their iniquities. There- 
e fore will I divide him a portion 
ce with the great, and he ſhall divide 
< the ſpoil with the ſtrong; becauſe 
« he hath poured out his ſoul unto | 
« death, and he was numbered with 
the tranſgreſſors; and he bare the 
ce fins of many, and made interceſſion 
< for the tranſgreſſors.” 

Almoſt all the prophets have pre- 
dicted the deſtruction of the Jewiſh 
nation, and the eſtabliſhment of a 
new kingdom, without compariſon 
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| more extenſive than that of Judah, 


and in greatneſs infinitely ſuperior to 
it, at the time when it ſhould be go- 
verned by the kings deſcended from 
David. The ſtyle of theſe predictions 
is in the oriental manner; and indeed 
could not be otherwiſe, to make any 
impreſſion upon the minds of the in- 
habitants of thoſe hot climates; where 


language, for many ages, even before 


the time of Moſes, was always highly 


figurative, and to whom the proſaic, | 


uniform diction of the northern peo- 


ple, appeared Ae DOM y frigid and : 


diſguſting, 
In many other paſſages we Aten 


evident traces of the promiſed Re- 


deemer. The place of his nativity is 
mentioned; and notwithſtanding, the 
addition of certain circumſtances ex- 
traneous to him, yet we may plainly 
diſcover a perſon ſpoken of, whoſe 

| lineage 


0 HIS DAUGHTER. 119 


lineage would be very ancient, whoſe 
days would be eternal, and whoſe 
coming would exterminate idolatry. / 
To this ſucceeded the famous pro- 

phecies of Daniel; which were fo clear 
and accurate, that Porphyry, not being 
able to refute them, endeavoured to 
invalidate their divine authority, by 
inſinuating that they were written af- 
ter the event had happened. The 
ſuſpicions of this ancient writer, who 
has been too ſucceſsfully followed 
by the free-thinkers of the preſent 
age, may, with equal propriety, be 
applied in oppoſition to what we find 
in the writings of this prophet con- 
cerning the kings of Syria and Egypt. 
All the prophecies which regard the 
Meſſiah, were free from every ap- 
pearance of compulſion the book of 
Daniel was tranſlated. into the Greek 
language more than two centuries 
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before the coming of Chriſt; which 
tranſlation was in the hands both of 
the Jews and Gentiles. | 

Daniel, having addreſſed the Al- 
mighty in private prayer, that, out 


of his ' abundant goodneſs, he would 


pardon the fins of his people, and re- 


build Jeruſalem, received in a viſion 


this anſwer — © Seyenty weeks are 


determined upon thy people, and 


« upon thy holy city, to finiſh the 
« tranſgreſſion, and to make an end 
of fins, and to make reconciliation 
« for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
ce laſting righteouſneſs, and to ' ſeal 
« up the viſion and prophecy, and 
to anoint the moſt holy. Know, 


therefore, ard underſtand, that 


« from the going forth of the com- 


© mandment to reſtore and to build 


« Jeruſalem, unto the Meſſiah the 
« prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks; and 
ce threeſcore 
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« threeſcore and two weeks the ſtreets 
« ſhall be built again, and the wall, 
« eyen in troubleſome times. And 


cc after threeſcore and two weeks 


cc ſhall the Meſſiah be cut off, but 
« not for himſelf; and the people 
ce of the prince that ſhall come, ſhall 
« deſtroy the city and the ſanctuary, 
« and the end thereof ſhall be with 
« a flood, and unto the end of the 
cc war, deſolations are determined; 
© and he ſhall confirm the covenant 
« with many for one week; and in 
« the midſt of the week he ſhall 
te cauſe the ſacrifice and the obla- 
et tion to ceaſe; and for the over- 
« ſpreading of abominations, he ſhall 
<« make it deſolate, even until the 
« conſummation, and that determin- 
« ed ſhall be poured upon the de- 
e ſolate.” 
In another place, other events are 
foretold 
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| foretold by this prophet ; the time in 
which they were to happen is precifely 
marked; and it was ſignified to him, 
that it was yet at ſome diſtance, but 
that he who was reſerved for this pe- 
riod, ſhould not enter into his reſt 
till the completion of theſe days. It 
was farther intimated, that the end of 
the world, for this is the ſenſe of the 
original, was to be reckoned: from the 
time that the daily facrifice ſhould be 
aboliſhed, and that abomination ſhould 
be introduced, which was to be the 
cauſe of the great deſolation that 
was to follow. 

F purpoſely omit ſome particular 
characteriſtics of the Meſſiah, which 
are ſcattered in the writings 'of the 
prophets ; more eſpecially thoſe that 
have a doubtful or ambiguous- com- 
plexion. —I ſhall reduce the few ma- 
terials which I have collected from 

"We 
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the prophecies, to the follo wing ob- 
ſervations. 

In all the ancient books, on whoſe 
authenticity we may ſafely rely, this 
point of doctrine is conſtantly and in- 
variably inculcated That there would 
appear in the world a perſon of great 
dignity, who would bring ſalvation 
with - him, and would re-eſtabliſh 
juſtice. 5 8 

This eminent perſonage is de- 
ſeribed under different characters. 
He was to ſpring from the poſterity 
of the patriarchs Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, and from one of the deſcend- 
ants of David. He was to aſſume 
the prophetic office, and to perform 
ſupernatural works, | 

His power was not to be ſupported 
by force or violence; he was to reign 
by perſuaſion, by kindneſs, and be- 


nefits, 
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The place of his birth was fixed, 
and the exact time of it determined. 
The edict of the king of Perſia was 
the epoch whence this computation 
was to be made. 1 

His ſufferings are deſcribed in a 
circumſtantial manner; and painted 
in lively and pathetic colours. His 
death was alſo poſitively foretold. 

But that which makes the greateſt 
impreſſion upon my mind, are the fol- 
lowing particulars—the grandeur and 
debaſement which are blended in this 
extraordinary perſon, . his divine ori- 
gin, his mediatorial office, his ſuffer- 
ings, the meanneſs of his appearance, 
and the duties he diſcharged as re- 
deemer of the world. This portrait 
hath not its' original amongſt man- 
kind; it never was conceived by the 
wit of any mortal being. The Jews 


themſelves, who in preference to the 
reſt 
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reſt of mankind, were to receive the 
Meſſiah, to whom in a more parti- 
cular manner he was to be a Saviour, 
and who were his difciples and neigh- 
bours, could not, however, be per- 
fuaded that he was the perſon de- 
ſcribed by the prophets. Their for- 
did minds, could form no other idea 
of a prince of the royal houſe of Da- 
vid, but as a king, the poſſeſſor of a 
throne, a conqueror, and a victorious 
monarch. | 
The prophets, notwithſtanding, had 
united, in the moſt poſitive and ex- 
preſs terms, this grandeur and mean- 
neſs of condition in the character 
which they had drawn of the Saviour 
of mankind. | 
This perſon, they ſaid, is from all 
eternity; he will carry with him ſuffi- 
cient proofs that he proceeded from 
God alone; yet he will be born, wall 
| | live 
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live in the greateſt poverty, will ſuffer 
and be put to death. 

He will riſe from the dead; he will 
reign for ever; he will ſnower down 
his bleſſings upon all people; he will 
appeaſe the Supreme Being; he will 
reſtore to men that juſtice which they 
had loſt. He will die, not for him- 
ſelf but for the world; he will be 
bruiſed for their offences, he will 
lay down his life as an oblation for 
ſin. | | 

From'the foundation of the world, 
there hath appeared. but one man in 
whom are united all theſe character- 
iſtics ; and this was Jeſus of Nazareth, 
born in Bethlehem, deſcended from 
David, always addreſſed by that name 
by thoſe who had recourſe to him for 
relief; whom the people would more 
than once have placed upon the throne; 
whoſe parents were expoſed to great 


— 
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danger becauſe of their ſon, and who 
eſcaped 'death by reaſon of their mu. 
verty and abject condition. 

This Jeſus preached his doctrine 
without noiſe and tumult; he did 
nothing but what was good; the 
rectitude of his conduct was invari- 
ably the ſame, and never was calum- 
niated; he was held in reſpect dur- 
ing the three firſt centuries aſter his 
coming into the world, in thoſe ſor- 
rowful times when the religion which 
he had announced, was condemned 
by the laws of the Pagans, mortally 
hated both by them and the Jews, 
and expoſed to the crueleſt aſſaults 
hen nothing prevented the ene- 
mies of the faith from making the 
ſtrifteſt reſearches, to diſcover any 
fault with which they might accuſe 
its author—in thoſe times, when 2 
learned ſophiſt, at the head of the 
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firſt univerſity in the workd, attacked 
the Chriſtian doctrine by his writ- 
ings, and employed all the artifices 
of the moſt inveterate perſecutors, to 
exterminate it from the face of the 
earth—in thoſe times, when a Celſus 


endeavoured to load it with the fouls 


eſt reproaches—when a Lucian at- 


tempted to expoſe the Chriſtians to 


ridicule, by the keenneſs and ſeverity 
of his ſatire - when the Jews anathe- 
matized and deſerted them, as apoſtates 
from their religion and worſhip, and 
exhibited againſt them a moſt invete- 
rate animoſity, which they imbibed, as 
it were, in their cradle—in thoſe times 
ſo unfavourable to the Chriſtian 
cauſe; no one, however, impeached 
the innocence of its divine Author 
—na one attacked the integrity and 
ſimplicity of his firſt diſciples. He 
faid of himſelf, and this indeed was 
g the 
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the ſubſtance of all his diſcourſes, and 
of thoſe of his apoſtles, that he came 
into the world to ſuffer for the fins 
of men. In conformity to this de- 
ſign, he refigned himſelf into the 
hands of his enemies: he received, 
as a diſciple; one who, under the ſem- 
blance of friendſhip, betrayed him; 
whoſe perfidy and intended guilt were 
however perfectly known to him. 
His laſt diſcourſes were an interceſ- 
ſion in favour of his deluded peo- 
ple, and his laſt words were a de- 
claration, that he had accompliſhed 

be i | | 

By his death, the glorious promiſes 
of the prophets obtained their full ac- 
compliſhment. An immenſe king- 
dom extended itſelf over all parts 
of the earth, and ſprung, as it were, 
from his blood. The Gentiles, in 
great numbers, embraced the Chriſ—- 
3 tian 
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tian faith ; the profeſſion of which, 
notwithſtanding, expoſed them to al- 
moſt inevitable death. Their man- 
ners were reformed ; and an univerſal 
charity was introduced into the hearts 
of thoſe, who before had hated all 
nations, except themſelves. Chaſtity 
ſucceeded to that profligacy and impu- 
rity, - with which their very temples 
were defiled. Freedom was given to 
the ſlaves; and the world became one 
family of brethren, united by ſimilar 
ſentiments. 
This character, which was too ſub- 
lime for the reaſon of man to imagine 
or conceive, was perfectly realized in 
Chriſt; in whom we may diſcern all 
thoſe features which are fo clearly 
marked by the ancient prophets. 
He whom God only could de- 
{cribe by his ſervants, ſo many ages 
before his coming, appeared at laſt 
9 true greatneſs— a greatneſs re- 
ſulting 
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fulting from the immenſe benefits of - 


the ſacrifice of himſelf, which no man 


could foreſee, becauſe no man was ca- 


pable of it. 

The character of > divine a da 
deſtined, 'however, to puniſhment, 
was never imagined by the wiſeſt of 
men; and when the original was actu- 
ally ſeen, it was to the Jews a ſtum- 
bling block, and to the Greeks ls 


neſs. 


Since the firſt converts amongſt the 
moſt enlightened nations of the Eaſt, 


judged it neceſſary, in purſuance of 
the deſign they had in view, to con- 
ceal from their diſciples the mean 


appearance of the mediator or re- 


deemer whom they preached, would 
Iſaiah, if he had been influenced by 
the ſame prudential motives, have 
drawn a picture, which was without 
reſemblance, either in human events, 

1 or 


— 


/ 
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or in any ideas which had been 
conceived by man? Could there be 
found a perſon fo impious as to af- 
ſume the character of the Saviour of 
the world; a character of great utility 
to mankind, but which could not 
fail to bring upon him who perſon- 
ated it, if he would literally accom- 
plifh the prophecies, a long train of 
labours and ſufferings, and at laſt a 
ſhameful death ? 45 
It is eaſy to be ſeen, from an ex- 
amination of the actions of our Sa- 
viour, that no impoſtor could poſſi- 
bly, by any artifice, realize in his own 
Fperſon, all thoſe circumſtances ſo par- 
ticularly enumerated by the prophets; 
theſe could only be completely verified 
by him, who was the true archetype 
of the repreſentation which was given. 
He muſt be born of a certain family, 
and of the blood of David. 


—}Beth- 
lehem 
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ehem muſt be the place of his birth, 
and this light muſt firſt ſhine in Gali- 
lee. The time of his coming and his 
oblation had been fixed; the manner 
in which he muſt be interred, was par- 
ticularly deſcribed; after his death 


the ſacrifice was to ceaſe ; the enſigns 


of the Romans, ornamented with the 
images of their falſe gods, were to be 
diſplayed in a place where they ought 
never to have appeared; he was him- 
ſelf to live in poverty, and to ſned his 
blood for the ſins of men; but his 
ſpiritual kingdom was to be infinite, 
as well in extent as duration. It was 
therefore requiſite that the Meſ- 
ſiah ſhould accompliſh in his own 
perſon, all thoſe predictions of the 
prophets, if he would be recognized 
as the character whom Iſrael, for fo 
many ages, had expected. 
It had been impoſſible for a mere 
K 3 human 
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human being, without the aſſiſtance 
of God, to have diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by all thoſe characteriſtics, which 
were neceſſary to appear in the Meſ- 
fiah. Add to this, the time of his 
birth, his genealogy, and the great 
effects produced from trivial cauſes; . 
above all may be mentioned, the pro- 
digious ſucceſs which attended his mi- 
niſtry, though the time was ſo ſhort, 
and the country ſo deſpiſed, in which - 


he was employed, in teaching a doc- 


trine that ſpread itſelf into all places, 


and has been perpetuated ee 


every ſucceeding age. 
There is nothing which ſo hich 


diſtinguiſhes the Chriſtian religion, 


as its oppoſition to the paſſions 
and inclinations of human nature. 
The example of its great founder is 
unprecedented, Where ſhall we find 
a man, who like him, devoted his 


whole 


To HIS DAUGHTER, 135 


whole life to labour; preferred a ſtate. 
of poverty and contempt ; expoſed 
| himſelf to continual dangers, without 
expecting any other fruit, than inevi- 
table death ? | 

It evidently appears, then, that no 
human addreſs or artifice could inveſt 
a perſon with the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
rafters of the Meſſiah: and even if 
it had been in the power of any man 
to have aſſumed them, it would have 
been a proof of prudence and diſ- 
cretion to have declined the arduous 
taſk ; ſince it could procure him no- 


thing but ſufferings and diſtreſs. 


K 4-8 
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LIE OEM vn. 


Cauſes and 78 50 at and the courage of 
the Apoſtles. Nature and force of the proof of 
Chriſtianity, from Miracles. The Miracles of 
our Saviour, not only evidences of his Divine 


Power, but alſo of his wiſdom, goodneſs, \and 
difentereftedne/s. 


O what then muſt we attribute 
the wonderful effects which fol- 
lowed the preaching of the goſpel? 
Muſt we aſcribe them to chance? 
Was it in the power of twelve per- 
ſons, of mean condition, their minds 
unenlightened by ſcience, and not 
converſant with the great myſteries of 
revelation—was it in the power of 
ſuch perſons to reform the world ? 
Theſe conſequences flowed from a 
firm perſuaſion, that Jeſus was the 
perſon foretold by the prophets. This 
well. 
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well grounded conviction was the only 
weapon that rendered them victorious, 
in the dangers and perſecutions which 
they encountered: it was this which 
placed them above the corrupt deſires 
of human nature, of ſelf- love, and of 
the prejudices of birth and educa- 
tion. The zeal which was kindled 
in the diſciples of our Saviour, 
communicated itſelf to a great num- 
ber of perſons, who were ſoon ani- 
mated with the ſame affections. 
But what was it which produced in 
them this perfect conviction, that 
Jeſus was the Meſſiah? They had 
been witneſſes to the purity of his 
manners, and the innocency of his 
life; they perceived that his doctrine 
was, in all reſpe&s, worthy of God; 
they clearly diſcerned: in him, all the 
lineaments and characters of the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah; and, in ſhort, they 

had 
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had ocular demonſtration of his mira- 
cles. Without having recourſe to all 
theſe conſiderations, \which are pow- 
erful motives of belief, and of them- 
ſelves capable of producing convic- 
tion, let us conſider, that theſe men, 
who were naturally timid; whoſe in- 
clinations were attached to the things 
of this world; who were poſſeſſed 
neither of great natural nor acquired 
abilities, would hardly have formed of 
themſelves ſo great an enterprize, as 
that of ſubjecting the world to a man 
who had been crucified. Much leſs 
would their inſtructions have produced 
ſuch inſtantaneous effects, or operated 
ſo powerfully upon the minds of ſo 
many thouſands of people. SEN! 
Among the cauſes which wrought 

conviction in the minds of the apoſ- 
tles, I mentioned the miracles of our 
Saviour, It will therefore be proper, 

3 in 
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in this place, to conſider the reality 
of, and the neceſſity for them, becauſe 
they afford a ſolid proof in ſupport af 
Chriſtianity, ſufficient to- produce the 
aſſent of reaſonable men. And I think 
this diſcuſſion the more neceſſary, as 
our modern free-thinkers have been 
pleaſed to ſay, that the doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt is indeed worthy of reſpe&; but 
that the miracles on which we would 
ſupport it, are the only cauſe which pre- 
vents.them from conſidering the author 
as a divine perſon. 

An uninterrupted ſeries of events, 
all relating to the ſame object, are 
ſufficient to perſuade men, accuſtomed 
to reflection; and who can trace the 
conſequences of things. The exact 
reſemblance which we remarked be- 
twixt Jeſus Chriſt and the Meſſiah 
promiſed by the prophets, muſt una- 
voidably produce conviction in thoſe 

# | : who 
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who have diſtinctly examined their 
- ſucceſſive predictions, and compared 
them with the hiſtory of the life of 
our Saviour, But all men are not 
capable of making theſe enquiries, 
Thoſe, however, who are placed in 
the loweſt ranks of ſociety, are as 
much the objects of the Almighty's 
paternal regard, as thoſe who are 
dreſſed in purple, or ſeated on a 
throne, who, like 'the reſt of man- 
kind, are ſubject to mortality. I 
will even venture to affirm, that a 
truth, proved by a long train of con- 
ſequences, however well connected, 
will not operate, with ſufficient effi- 
cacy, in the enlightened minds of thoſe | 
who are capable of perceiving this 
connexion; it makes no impreſſion 
on their ſenſes; it is a /ight, but not 
afire. 1 
The proofs, therefore, of the di- 


VINCc 
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vine miſſion of our Saviour, ought to 
be ſimple and obvious; ſo: that the 
more ignorant part of mankind may 
be ſenſible of their force - be con- 
vinced and perſuaded by them, though 
they have not the advantage of learn- 
ing, or great natural penetration. 
Let theſe grounds of belief muſt 
be ſo ſolid, ſo conformable to the ſpi- 
rit of the ancient prophecies, and ſo 
perfectly conſonant with the known 
attributes of God, that they muſt be 
capable of ſatisfying more cultivated 

minds, and ſuch as have been accuſ- 
tomed to reflection. — 

It reſted with the Divine . 
to adopt ſuch means as might not 
only procure the ready acquieſcence 
of faith, but alſo all due reſpect to 
him, who was the miniſter choſen for 
the accompliſhment of his deſigns. 
The perſon deputed to perform this 

— 
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buſineſs, was to bring with him ſuch 
infallible tokens of a divine miſſion, as 
could not be produced, but by one 
really ſent from God. And what proof 
is there more effectual than the power 
of working miracles? they operate 
immediately upon the ſenſes. ' In or- 
der to feel their force, there is no need 
of laborious inveſtigation, or pro- 
found knowledge. The impreſſion 
they make muſt neceſſarily be the 
fame with that which is produced by 
the evidence of ſenſe. If I ſee before 
my eyes an object that is red, I can- 
not be miſtaken in regard to its co- 
lour; with no leſs certainty am I 
convinced, that a human body is ac- 
tually dead, after it hath been four 
days in the grave, and exhaled thoſe 
putrid effluvia which proceed from 
corruption. But when this dead bo- 
dy, at the command of another man, 

riſes 
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riſes from the grave, and is endued with 
the ſame powers of motion that it poſ- 
ſeſſed before; when, to the appear- 
ances of putrefaction ſucceed all the 
ordinary ſigns of life; when the dead 
body walks about, ſpeaks, and, in 


my preſence, for a conſiderable ſpace 


of time, performs all the uſual func- 
tions of vitality, every man ſurely, 
who is not deſtitute of common ſenſe, 
muſt infer, with the utmoſt confi- 
dence, that the dead body, by a vi- 
ſible though a ſupernatural effect of 


the omnipotence of God, hath been 


reſtored to life. 


The proof, which reſults from mi- 


racles, is equally intelligible and con- 
vincing to all men. Who, that ſees 
before his eyes the preſence of the 
Divinity in the operation of a miracle, 
can remain unmoved with admiration, 


or withhold that profound reſpect 


which | 
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which is due to ſo powerful a Being? 
This manner of perſuaſion is more ani- 
mated than all the demonſtrations 

of philoſophy : it inſinuates itſelf, 
through the medium of the ſenſes,' into 

the mind, where it begets an humble 
reverence of that God, who thus con- 


_ deſcends to reveal himſelf to mortals. 


It was this divine teſtimony, that in- 

clined many thouſands of people, 
unenlightened by knowledge, to pro- 
claim Jeſus their king; who, accord- 
ing to their ideas, was the Meſſiah of 
whom the prophets had ſpoken. It 

was this that induced the apoſtles to 
ſubmit with chearfulneſs to death; 
they ſaw the power of God diſplayed 


in him; they regarded his doctrine 


as the voice of God, who ſpake to 


them by the miracles which Jeſus 


wrought. They placed an abſolute 
confidence in the promiſes of eternal 
8 | life ; 
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life; and they judged them perfectly 

ſure, becauſe they were made by 4 
man in whom God viſibly dwelt; 
It is to this cauſe we muſt aſcribe 
the converſion of St; Paul, and that 
ardent zeal with which he was after- 
wards actuated a man well imbued 
with all the learning of the Jews, but 
whoſe mind was obſtinately inimical 
to the doctrines of Chriſt; and in whom 
the pride of conſiſtency would have 
maintained the ſpirit of unbelief a- 
gainſt any thing ſhort of the evidence 
of his ſenſes. He travelled through all 
the provinces of the empire, and with 
an unſhaken intrepidity, even in chains 
and in death, affirmed that Jeſus was 
the Son of God. It was not a profound 
ſtudy of the prophets, or an attentive 
compariſon of the hiſtory of Chriſt 
with the ancient prophecies, that pro- 
duced this change: his converſion was 
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the ſudden effect of a miracle. Theſe 
very prophets, '6f whom we ' ſpeak, 
Have repreſented miracles as a ſign 
which would characteriſe the true 
Meſſiah.— The blind, ſay they, 
« ſhall ſee, the lame ſhall walk, when 
« the doctrine of ſalvation ſhall be 
te announced to the miſerable.” Our 
Saviour oftentimes appealed to ' theſe 
miracles, as a proof that he was ſent 
from God. © If, ſays he, you 
« believe me, believe the works 


«-which I do.” He declared that he 


ſhould confider thoſe men as inno- 
cent and blameleſs, who refuſed their 
aſſent to the truth of his doctrine, 
if they had not an opportunity of ſee- 
ing thoſe works, which no other man 
had done; and his diſciples were not 
afraid to declare openly to the people, 
and in the great aſſembly of. the na- 
tion, that Jeſus had made himſelf 
Known by his miracles. 


The 
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The nature of the miracles. which 
foretold. His prodigies were not to 
be of that marvellous kind, which 
would only ſerve to gratify vanity. 
He cauſed neither mountains nor 
temples to be remoyed from their 
places. They were neither acts of 
ſeverity nor , puniſhment. His works 
were without oſtentation though bene- 
volent in their effects; ſuch as Iſaiah 
had predicted ſeveral ages before. 
Maladies, before incurable, diſap- 
peared at his command; the eyes 


6 


of the blind were opened, the lame 
walked ; childr en deprived of ' life, 
were reſtored to their diſconſolate 
parents. His diſciples, when angry, 
breathed nothing but revenge; but 
he would not, at their ſolicitation, 
call down, fire from heaven upon a 


town whoſe inhabitants had treated 
L 2 him 


148 BARON HALLER'S LETTERS 


him with contempt. The Phariſees 
and Sadducees, who were profeſſed 
enemies to every religion, experienced 
not the avenging power of him 
whom they had blaſphemed. Theſe 
miracles were a proof of his modeſty 
as well as his humanity. He required 
no recompence for the favours he had 
conferred ; he would ſcarcely permit 
thoſe perſons whom he had relieved 
from diſtreſs, to offer him the merited 
tribute of thankſgiving. He refuſed 
to hear himſelf praiſed by thoſe 
whom he had miraculouſly delivered 
from their infirmities ; and when the 
people were deſirous to proclaim him 
. their king, he prevented them by a 
| ſpeedy retreat. 

J have already remarked in the 
conduct of this divine perſon, that he 


was particularly careful to cauſe no 


W N in the * church. He 
did 
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did not place himſelf at the head of a 


ſect; he obſerved the religious cere- 
monies which were then in uſe; he 
aſſiſted at their ſolemn feſtivals; and 
was preſent at the celebration of ſeyeral 


of the paſſovers. He took care to ſend 


to the chief prieſts a leper whom he 
had healed, that he might obtain per- 


miſſion from them, according to the 


law of Moſes, to enter again into ſo- 
ciety, from which his former diſorder 
had excluded him. He enveloped, 
with great addreſs, his diyine leſſons in 
the obſcurity of parables, that the com- 
mon people, who were his auditors, 


might not eaſily penetrate into their 


meaning ; and he threw a ſhade over 
the brightneſs of thoſe truths which 
he had brought from heaven to earth, 
at a time when they might have 
been the cauſe of much trouble and 
diſturbance. 

L 3 That 
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That wiſdom, which knew' the af 
fairs of the world, and was well ac- 
quainted with times and ſeaſons, ne- 
ver availed itſelf of theſe circum- 
ſtances for any temporal advantage: 
This conduct, therefore, has pre- 
vented the enemies of revelation from 
ſtarting, as an objection, that the Re- 
deemer of mankind acted from human 
or intereſted views. 

But the miracles which he wrought, 
were fully ſufficient to accompliſh his 
deſigns; they were numerous, and 
were infinitely ſuperior to all the 
powers of man; in them the finger 
of God was evidently diſcovered. 
Many were performed in public, and 
before the eyes of great multitudes. 
Lazarus was raiſed from the dead, in 
the preſence of his enemies. Jeſus 
knew that the time of his death 
was approaching 5 he therefore made 

choice 
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choice of this opportunity, to give 
an extraordinary. proof of the divinity 
by which he a&ed, notwithſtanding 
the meanneſs of his appearance. For 
this end he purpoſely abſented him- 
ſelf; he went not to Lazarus till 
there were ſufficient demonſtrations 
of the total extinction of life; not 
till four days had elapſed ſince he 
died—ſufficient time for putrefaction 
in ſo hot a climate - that there might 
not be the ſhadow of a doubt reſpect- 
ing the reality of his death. When 
he came, he found the dead body 
wrapped in cloaths uſed at interments, 
and his face covered. Jeſus called 
him in the name of God his Father; 
and this voice reſtored Lazarus to 
life. He aroſe; and, it is generally 
thought, lived a long time after his 
reſurrection; becauſe the Jewiſh hie- 
rarchy had formed the hozrid deſign 
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of putting him to death, chat be 


of the ſupernatural power of Chriſt. 
This miracle was performed in the 
preſence of his « enemies, and of many 
Jews, who aſſiſted at the event, and 
who informed the Phariſees of the 
fact to which they had been eye- 
witneſſes, and which, they confeſſed, 
exceeded the power of man. But the 
greatneſs and reality of this miracu- 
lous work was the cauſe of haſtening 


the death of him who had performed 


it. 


3 


(| 
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LETTER IX. 


The Rifurreion of Feſus Chrift, the great evis 
dence of the truth of the Chriſtian religion. 
An appeal conſtantly made to this fa# by the 
Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians. The nature, ne- 
ceſfity, and propriety of. the proof. of our Sa- 
wiour's divine miſſion, by his reſurrection. The 
conduct of his diſciples inexplicable upon human 
views or motives. The enthufiaſm of the di 
ciples of Mahomet, and of the martyrs of 
Japan accounted for and compared with the 
heroic courage and zeal of the C briftian apeſ- 
tles and martyrs. The true ſource of the holy 
zeal that animated the diſciples of Teſus 
- "Aa | 88 
H E Reſurrection of Chriſt him- 
J ſelf, is another ſtriking event, 
deſigned, in a more particular man- 
ner, to convince the world that he 
was the Son of God. The oppoſite 
circumſtances of debaſement and dignity 
have 


\ 
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have never in any other inſtance been 
contraſted in the ſame perſon, by ſuch 
extremes of fortune. Jeſus of Nazareth, 
during the whole courſe of his life, 
appeared in a ſtate of humiliation ; 
and of this humiliation, his death was 
at. once the ſeal and conſummation, 
As he appeared in this humble ſtate, 
fo, in order to fulfil the predictions 
of the prophets, and to correſpond 
exactly to the deſcription they had 
given of the Meſſiah, it was neceſſary 
that he ſhould appear in a ſtate of 
exaltation. If he had remained in the 
grave, the attributes of the Divinity 
which were to dwell with the Meſſiah, 
could not have been recognized in 
him; we could not have diſcerned 

thoſe prerogatives which were to diſtin- 

guiſh him from other mortals; there 
would have been no reſemblance in 
the portrait which the prophets had 
drawn 
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drawn of the Sayiour, who was to 
come. | 

We may remark, that in all the 
diſcourſes of the apoſtles, addreſſed + 
either to the Jewiſſh people, to the 
Sanhedrim, or even to the Gentiles, 
the reſurrection of our Saviour was 
the great argument uſed by them to 
demonſtrate the Divinity of their maſ- 
ter. For the inhabitants of Athens, 
who were not much verſed in mat- 
ters of religion, imagined, after they 
had heard St. Paul uſe this proof, 
that the reſurrection was the goddeſs, 
the worſhip of whom he wanted to 
introduce. Chriſt himſelf often re- 
ferred the incredulous Jews to the 
proof which his reſurrection would 
furniſh, when they required of him 
a ſign from Heaven to confirm his 
divine miſſion. Nay farther, the pro- 


miſe 


— 
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miſe which he had made of his re- 
ſurrection, was accommodated after. © 
wards not without ſome violence to 
their prejudices. 

Every man who would eſtabliſh 
his faith upon reaſonable foundations, 
ought to weigh this proof with atten- 
tion; and I would earneſtly recom» 
mend to him the conſideration of it. 
Truth loſes nothing by being «cloſely. 
examined. The proof which we have 
adduced, will ſerve to confirm the di- 
vinity of our Saviour. The Jewiſh: 
prieſts had uſed all imaginable pre- 
caution to prevent the body of Jeſus. _ 
from being ſtolen; for they were well 
acquainted with the promiſe which 
he had made in ſuch expreſs and po- 
ſitive terms, that he would riſe again, 
It is well known, that the Roman 
diſcipline was very ſevere and exact. 
A detachment of ſoldiers of that na- 

tion, 
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tion, were appointed to watch the 
door of the ſepulchre, where the dead 
body was laid, wrapped in funeral 
cloaths, according to the cuſtom of 
the Jews, with a preparation of aro- 
matic ſpices, to prevent the diſagree- 
able effects of the cadaverous efflu- 
via. At the entrance was placed a 
large ſtone, and to this ſtone was af- 
fixed the ſeal of the magiſtrate. - In 
ſpite of all theſe precautions, the dead 
body was gone. We can frame no 
other excuſe for the guards than this, 
that they ſlept, and that the-diſciples of 
Jeſus, attentive to every thing which 
paſſed, took that opportunity of car- 
rying the dead body away. This apo- 
logy expoſed the ſoldiers to a ſevere 
puniſhment; but they were flattered 
with the hopes that the martial law 
would, in their caſe, be. diſarmed of 
its rigour, by the preſents which 
5 | ſhould 
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ſhould be made to thoſe whoſe duty 
it was to carry it into execution. 
Four days after the reſurrection of 
our Saviour, the diſciples being aſ- 
ſembled together, were ſummoned to 
appear before the Sanhedrim. They 
ſpoke alſo to the people in the tem- 
ple. Their firſt and conſtant defenee 
was this That Jeſus, whom they had 
cruciſied through their blindneſs and 
obſtinacy, was riſen from the dead. 
So extraordinary a miracle defeated 
all the deſigns of the Jewiſh council, 
and rendered their efforts of no avail. 
This defence, therefore, of the apoſ- 
tles, it was their intereſt to diſcredit; 
for if it were admitted that Chriſt had 
riſen, they could no longer conſider his 
death as an event which muſt annihilate 
his new doctrines; this would rather be 
alledged as a convincing proof of the di- 
vinity of his miſſion; it would be one of 
2 | : the 
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the characteriſties by which he would 
be known; and his reſurrection would 
be another. The Meſſiah could not 


be more diſtinguiſhable, than by theſe 


circumſtances - that after he had fuf- 
fered for our offences, he roſe again, 
and was raiſed by God to partake of 
his eternal glory. But the means 
employed by the council, (who were by 
no means deſtitute of ſagacity) were 
but badly calculated to accompliſh the 
ends they propoſed: none of their 
actions ſeemed to be dictated by com- 


mon prudence. They did not pub- 


licly and ſolemnly accuſe the apoſtles 
of propagating a falſnood; they did 
not examine eloſely and * judicially 
the depoſitions of the ſoldiers; they 
did not invite the people to ſee the 
dead body of Jeſus; which, if | riſen, 
muſt have appeared with a counte- 
nance more than human, but if he 
were an impoſtor, muſt have been ſtill 

in 
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in the grave. The council perceived 
the boldneſs and intrepidity of the 
apoſtles; they faw the attachment of 
the people to them; and that the 
number of thoſe who acknowledged 
him for the Meſſiah, was much greater 
than when he was alive, and diſplayed 
his miracles amongſt them. Their 
honour alſo was at ſtake; they, there- 
fore, uſed every method in their 
power, to exculpate themſelves from 
the accuſation that they had put to 
death an innocent man. For if they 
could not diſprove the reality of the 
reſurrection, it was no longer one of 
the common people whom they had 
unjuſtly accuſed, but it was the Son 
of God, and the Saviour of Iſrael, 
whom they had murdered. | 
The principal men amongſt he 
Jews could not but ſee, that the ne- 
converts to Chriſtianity, whoſe num- 
bers 
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bers daily increaſed, had abandoned 
the religion of the murderers of a 
maſter, whom they had eſteemed and 


honoured as a divine perſon ; and had 


formed themſelves into a powerful 
ſect, who deſpiſed their dignity, and 
defpoiled them of the privileges' which 
they had enjoyed, and of the title 
they had aſſumed, of heads and rulers 
of the church, 

It would have been an ak matter 
for them to have juſtified themſelves, 
if the reſurrection of our Saviour had 
not been real. There were living 
witneſſes, to whom they might have 
appealed in reſpe& to the part they 
bore in the tranſaction; as they were 
preſent, and were able to have given 
an accurate and unſophiſticated rela- 
tion of what they ſaw. The large 
None which had been rolled to the 


door of the ſepulchre, muſt have been 
M ſufficient 
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ported of him had been falfe, they 
1 have been detectect. 
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fufficient to have ſecured the dead 
body in the place where it had been 

laid. There were alſo witneffes of 

the actions of Jeſus then living, to 
whom they might have appealed for 


information; and if the miracles re- 


None of "theſe prudential precau- 
tions, however, were taken. The 
chief prieſts enjoined the apoſtles . 
lence; this was the only means of 
juſtification adopted by the council. 
But the apoſtles. choſe rather to obey 
God than man. They continued to 
-preach, and to affirm, that God had 
Taiſed/from the dead that Jeſus whom 
they had crucified, and had taken _ 
up into heaven. 

Whence were the apoſtles FO 


with ſo great courage? They 'who 


8955 before diſcovered ſuch 'marks of 
timidity, 
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timidity, as to betake thernſel ves to a 
ſhameful flight when the enemies of 
their maſter came to apprehend him? 
ben the moſt reſolute amongſt 
them, at the approach of danger, had 
the weakneſs to deny chat he knew 
they betrayed a cowardice which can 
hardly be excuſed ; they forſook that 
maſter whoſe miracles they had ſeen, 
whoſe doctrine, having for a long 
time heard, they eſteemed as divine, 
and whoſe power, ſo ſuperior to the 
laws of nature, they had fo often ad- 
After his death, his diſciples would 
have denied him, if that death had 
not been followed by a reſurrection, 
Without this laſt cireumſtance, no 
_ credit would have been given to what 
he had ſaid, His diſciples would no 
* cheriſned the hopes of a 
M2 ſecond 
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ſecond and glorious appearance of 
their maſter. They would no longer 
have expected a part, either of his 
kingdom, or of the ſalvation he was 
to procure for his people, or of thoſe 
«bleſſings which he was to diſpenſe. 
They muſt have been obliged, with 
ſorrow and confuſion, to confeſs, that 
they had been deceived, and to re- 
turn to their former occupation of 
: fiſhing. Such is the conduct which 
they muſt have been determined to 
follow, by the common diſpoſitions 
and feelings of human nature. And by 
this conduct they might naturally hope 
to eſcape that puniſnment they had rea- 
ſon to apprehend, for conceiving-the 
horrid deſign of publiſhing a falſhood, 
which they perfectly knew to be ſuch. 
For what could be more abſurd or 
. contrary to common ſenſe, than to ex- 
poſe one's life, in order to perſuade 

the 
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the world that a man was the Son of 
God, whoſe death had atteſted the con- 
trary ?—who had uſurped the title of 
Meſſiah, and ſuffered himſelf to be ho- 
noured as ſuch, though it muſt be 
neceſſarily known that he was not the 
promiſed Saviour ? 
The mortification alone of being ſo; 
cruelly duped, muſt have been ſuffi- 
cient to have cauſed in the minds of 
the apoſtles, a deteſtation of the memory 
of him whom they had regarded as 
the Son of God—who. had impoſed 
himſelf on them as the promiſed. 
Meſliah, to which -glorious character 
he had no pretenſions. They had, 
beſides, other more urgent motives to 
induce them to withdraw themſelves 
from him, or to deny that they had 
been his diſciples. Their maſter was 
delivered up to the Jewiſh council 
without making any reſiſtance — was 
92 | M 3 reduced 
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and they muſt have been convinced in 


what means could they have gained 
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reduced to the loweſt ſtate of igno- 
miny, and ſuffered a ſhameful death, 
What could the diſciples expect, but 
cruel perſecutions — the hatred of 
thoſe whom their maſter could not 

oppoſe, and, in a word, miſery and 
misfortunes of the worſt kind? Tt: 
appears, that in the whole courſe of 
their life, they ſought no temporal rew 
compence : and how could they ex- 
pect it, when they perſevered in their 
deſign of ſupporting an impoſture ? 
The ſecular arm was againſt them; 


their own conſcience, that they were la- 
bouring for the glory of a man, who was 
themſelves could not but confeſs, 
was not he who was promiſed, By 


proſelytes to a man, who ſo little 
merited eſteem and reſpe& ? A 


167 
Certain it is, that their actions were 
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different from the ordinary conduct. of 


mankind ;, neither did they ſeem to be 
directed by thoſe paſſians and inchna- 
tions which have reigned in all hearts, 
in all times, and in all countries 
This Jeſus, whom you baus erucißed, 
is the Son of David, the andinted of the 
Lord, the Redeemer of Jſacl. This 
they boldly dared to aflert, in the 
midſt of prieſts armed with church 
authority—in the midft of a multitude 
of people who had ſeen Jeſus expire, 
and. who believed as a certain truth, 
for which they had the teſtimony of 
their own eyes, that he was only a 
mere man. Whence proceeded that 
heroic firmneſs which never aban- 
doned the miniſters of our Saviour, 
and which, in the midſt of a ſhower 
of ſtones, ſhohe with triumphant 


brightneſs in the countenance” of 
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St. Stephen? Whence that un- 
daunted intrepidity, which the firſt 
preachers of the goſpel carried with 
them before the tribunal of -em- 
perors, before kings, amongſt the 
moſt enlightened nations, and in all 
parts of the world? which ſpirit of 
fortitude they preſerved, without di- 
minution, for many years, even to the 
end of their miniſtry. 

I am aware, that, in all times, 
men of a warm temperament, and 
zealouſly attached to any favourite 
doctrine, have maintained it with 
invincible courage, and have laid 
down their lives in ſupport of it, 
though the doctrine was, in fact, 
erroneous. This idea occurred to 
me, from conſidering the conduct 
of the followers of Mahomet; who, 
inflamed with zeal, have ſpread his 
doctrine from on to place, not in- 

3 -_ ___ timidated 


6 
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timidated by the proſpect of death, 

to which they were expoſed in the ac- 

compliſhment of their grand deſign. 
To theſe I might add the martyrs 


of Japan, who ſuffered death with 
great reſolution, for a kind of Chriſ- 
tianity that they profeſſed, which, at 
leaſt amongſt the greateſt part of 
them, may be called prejudice or in- 


fatuation ; becauſe none of thoſe nu- 
merous believers were acquainted with 
the ſcriptures, though they ſeemed to 
die in defence of a doctrine which was 
there taught, . 

This enthuſiaſm, 1 muſt confeſs, 1s 
no proof of the truth of thoſe dogmas, 
for which their advocates are inſpired 
with ſuch ardent zeal. Though it 
muſt be allowed, that the doctrines 
for which the martyrs already men- 
tioned ſo earneſtly contended, were 
not unmixed with truth; and it was 


principally theſe truths which kindled 
that 
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that zeal which rendered ſo; eonſþi- 
well as the inhabitants of Japan. The 
former acknowledged the unity or 
God, in oppoſition to the polytheiſm 
of the heathens; and though the 
doctrines they received were human, 
they had, however, the effect of diſ- 
poſing them to reverence: the true 

Saviour. * 
But there is an eſſential difference 
betwixt this kind of martyrs and thoſe 
who, at the price of their blood, ren», 
dered themſelves a teſtimony of the 

divinity of Chriſt, The Japaneſe 
ſuffered for a ſyſtem which was 
taught him, but of the truth of which 
he had no other proof, than the con- 
fidence which he placed in his in- 
ſtructors; who were not, however, 
witneſſes of the facts which they 
maintained. His death hath not 
| proved 
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proved that Jefus Chriſt was crucified, 
more than a thouſand years before, in 

Paleſtine, and 'that he was truly the 
Saviour of the world. The Japaneſe 
had been only informed of theſe 
things; he had not ſeen them; he had 
not compared the writings of the 
prophets with thoſe of the apoſtles, 
neither had he weighed the fact re- 
ſulting from it, that Jeſus was of a 
truth the Saviour of men. This he 
had been ſimply told, and upon no 
other evidence he believed it; and as 
it is the cuſtom of that people never 
to temporize on account of any yio- 
lence employed againſt them, this 
but the more confirmed him in his 
perſuaſion; becauſe his perſecutors, in- 
ſtead of endeavovring to convince him 
by argument, attempted to terrify 


him by menaces and puniſhments. 


The Japaneſe might be a man of 


honour, 
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honour, though his faith might be er- 
roneous. With reſpect to the apoſ- 
tles of our Saviour, one of theſe two 
things muſt be admitted; either that 
their teſtimony is true, or that they 
were remarkable impoſtors. If the 
miracles attributed to Jeſus. were not, 
really performed; if it be not true that, 
he roſe again; and ſtill the apoſtles 
affirmed theſe two things, they muſt 
then be regarded as deceivers and falſe. 
teachers, who ſpoke of facts which 
they affirmed to have ſeen, though 
they were not ſuſceptible. of illuſion, 
nor were their ſenſes liable to be im- 
poſed upon. They declared, that 
they had ſeen a dead man raiſed from 
the grave; had converſed with their 
maſter ſeveral days after he was riſen; 
had ſeen him many times after he had 
been three days in the ſepulchre; had 
touched him, had heard him ſpeak, 

| ' mand 
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had received his orders and inſtruc- 
tions, and were with him at the very 
-time when he aſcended into heaven. 
All theſe circumſtances were ſubject 
to the examination of the ſenſes; they 
could therefore judge of them with 
certainty. If then the apoſtles had 
not ſeen theſe things, or any reſem- 
blance of them, they cannot be con- 
ſidered as enthuſiaſts actuated with a 
good deſign. They were, I again re- 
peat it, deteſtable impoſtors, who de- 
ſerve the contempt of mankind, for 
preſuming to aſſert as a truth, what 
they were well convinced was falſe. 
But to return to the queſtion, which 
I have already propoſed. Whence 
- proceeded that heroic courage, which 
Aimulated men ſo timorous, ſo much 
attached to the- preſent life and its ad- 

: vantages, to announce Jeſus as the 
Saviour of the world; and even in 
cat the 
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the preſence. of his. murderers, after 
rage, and had ſeemingly removed 
every appearance of doubt? We can 
after his death rife again. 7 The power 

of God, which extends even to the 
dead, ſhone ſo conſpicuouſſy in Chriſt, 
that they could not but perceive in 
him all the traces of the promiſed 
Meſſiah. His apoſtles were perſectiyx 
their own minds, that Jeſus was the 
Son of God. They could not there- 
fore diſavow it, or deny what they 
were well perſuaded was true. This 
it was which made them ſeek death 
might 
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might meet their benevolent maſter, 


end receive from him the recompenſe 


of their labours. Neither the hatred! 
which they incurted, the perſecution 
which they ſuffered, nor death itſolf, 
could ſeparate them from him * 
ny eſteemed as divine. 

The frequent converſations which 


they had with him, after his reſur- 


reQion, diſſipated all their doubts, 
and wrought in the minds of the 


entire, *that Thomas addreſſed him- 


eil in terms "which none of the reſt 


Gog This would have been ſaying 
too much to a man, if he had not tri- 


umphed over death. Bur Chriſt ſuffer- 
ed him to make uſe of this language, 
even praiſed him for it, and conſidered 
it as an inſtance of his faith, that 
he had called him not only Cod, but 


4 bis 


. — . — —2—•— —_— — 
— —  _—_ ——— — — —z = 


- 
— —— — - 
— — — - — — — — — 


— 
—_ — 


— — — 


— Ä ¶ ͤꝙ: ? — 


« —— — a — — 
e 2 ̃ r — , — 
= —— = 
- — — 


— 9 — — = OO_—_ — 
— — + 1 
< . - 


— — _ = = - 2 — 
= N 


N * — f 
on 3 I — — — — — 
. r= === = 
— — > 2 Fx — = > = = 


i 
| 
1 
| 


— — 


— SD ES 


—— 


— 
— 


— — 


E — —— 


2 — 


— — 


* 


276 BARON HALLER'S LETTERS | 


an anſwer to the inference drawn hy 
thoſe perſons, who have collected from 
the goſpel, all the paſſages where Je- 
ſus Chriſt; during the time of his 
humiliation, appears. to be wn to 
the Father. 

At preſent there 1s as a per- 
ft .connexion in the hiſtory which 
the apoſtles have given of Chriſt. 
They announce to the world the 
glory and elevation of the promiſed 
Meſſiah, whom they had ſeen from 
-the beginning, and in every ſtage of 
his life. He was not only a teacher 
-ſent from God, but one who per- 
formed ſuch works as were contrary 
to the ordinary courſe of nature. 
| Theſe two circumſtances had no other 
effect upon the apoſtles at firſt, than 
to convince. them that he was the 
prophet which God had promiſed to 
his 
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his people. But at tlie time of his 
ſufferings, and of his death, their 
faith was ſtrangely ſtaggered. We 
« hoped,” ſaid they; ſorrowfully, & that 
te this was He who ſhould have res 
« eſtabliſhed the kingdom of Iſrael.” 
At this moment of fear and appre- 
henſion, Chriſt appeared again alive. 
This teſurrection temoved every 
doubt. They ſaw in him the glory 
of an uncrenced 2 m mts 
hved for —_—_ cok 0 tim they COn= 
ſented to die, This conviction, which 
God, ho had appeared to them, and 
whom they had ſeen, had operated in 
their minds; this irreſiſtible convic- 
tion, I ſay, condueed alſo to the con- 
verſion of the world. 

The Jews, who, by their Sbm 
humours, had obliged the judge to 
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mY ſentence of condemnation againſt | 
N.. nes 


178 BARON | HALLER'S LETTERS 


Jeſus—thoſe Jews, who, at the time 
of his death, inſulted the apoſtles with 
the bittereſt railleries, fell at his feet a 
few days afterwards, and at the feet 
of thoſe men whom they had ſo 
much deſpiſed. They entreated the 
diſciples to make known to them the 
way of eternal life, © Men and bre- 
ce thren,” ſaid they, © what ſhall we do 
ce to be ſaved?” The important in- 
ſtructions they received on this occa- _ 
ſion, were not delivered from the 
ſeat of Moſes; nor by men autho- 
rized to teach, as being the ſucceſſors 
of the prophets; nor by a Gamaliel, 
highly reſpected and eſteemed as the 
oracle of the people; but by the ob- 
ſcure-followers of Chriſt, who had at- 
tended him the whole time of his 
miniſtry, had learned his doctrines, 
and been eee ak his ain 
leſſons. 11 


Bw 
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Here then is diſplayed” the power 
of that conviction, which, according 
to the ' promiſe of our Saviour, in- 
ſpired a ſmall number of laymen 
whoſe minds had never been culti- 
vated by education, with the moſt 
exalted fortitude. It was this which 
gave them ſo eminent a ſuperiority 
over the philoſophers and great perſon- 
ages of that age; and at laſt conſound- 
ed and put to ſilence every effort of 
human wiſdom. This ſame ſpirit ma- 
nifeſted itſelf ſtill more remarkably in 
the conduct of St. Paul. The zeal 
with which he was enflamed enabled 
dim to make ſome impreſſion upon a 
Pagan king, of a debauched and vi- 
cious life; who, when he had heard 
him, and was moved by the thunder 
of his eloquence, aſcribed it to a Srl 
privation of reaſon. 

It was this conviction which pro- 

3 duced 


— 
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duced in the diſciples of Jeſus, a con- 
tempt of death; and, under the daily 
expectation of martyrdom, enabled 
them to contemplete their approach- : 
ing end with chearfulneſs and joy. 
This effect may be allo aſcribed to 


tertained of being with Chriſt, to the 


ſanctity of whoſe character, and the 
mightineſs of whoſe works they had 
been ocular witneſſes, If the great- 
neſs which they attributed to him, 


were an impoſition, or the conſe- 


quence of a diſordered imagination, 
what could be their expectations 
from men in dying for him? Would 
not the dread of puniſhment have in- 
duced them to put off the maſk? 
Could they, in the midſt of chat aſto- 
niſhment and repentance which now 
held, without fear, the preparations 

IM for 
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for a death which they juſtly merited, 
by preſuming to publiſh falſe miracles, 
in order to impoſe on the world? 
Yet their writings breathe nothing but 
conſtancy, reſolution, and tranquillity, 
at the very time when they were ſur- 
| rounded by the horrors of death. 
They ſpoke of their departure, and of 
other circumſtances relative to their 
approaching end, with a calmneſs and 
ſerenity of ſoul, not to be changed 
by any impending danger; they tri- 
umphed in the midſt of the ſeyereſt 
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The truth of Ga proved by W 
That the apoſtles poſſeſſed the power of wwork- 
| ing miracles, admitted by free-thinkers, and 

- even zy Middleton | himſelf. The abſurdity 
of the contrary ſuppoſition demonſtrated from 


| the epiſtler of the apoſtles to the firſt Chriftians, _ 


| The reformation of religion, in theſe latter ages, | 
From the errors 25 N rmangt 


N order to ſtrengthen che faith of 
the apoſtles, and give a ſanction 


to theſe firſt preachers of the goſpel, 


God enabled them to perform mira- 
cles, but in the name of Jeſus. They 
cured diſeaſes; and though they poſ- 
ſeſſed neither ſilver nor gold, yet they 
commanded the lame to walk, and 
they did walk ; the dead to be raiſed, 
and they were reſtored to life; which 
miraculous power has not been diſ- 
puted 
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puted to this day. Middleton himſelf, 
who was an avowed free-thinker, and 
diſputed the power of the church in 
the firſt ages to work miracles, has 
nevertheleſs AE it in che 
apoſtles. $2 5 

St. Paul, the moſt active of all we 
apoſtles, has expreſſed his ſentiments 
upon this ſubje& with ſuch ſimpli- 
city, and with fo great confidence in 
the goodneſs of his cauſe, that they 
furniſh a teſtimony too ſtrong to be 
wantonly attacked, — © There are, 
fays he, © diverſities of gifts, but 
cr the ſame ſpirit. And there are di- 
. « verſities of operations, but it is the 
r fame God, which worketh all in 
* all. For to one is given by the 
te ſpirit the word of wiſdom ;- to an- 
other the gifts of healing; to an- 
C other the working of miracles; to 
1. another prophecy; to another di- 
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« the interpretation of. tongues, | All 
« are members of the ſame body; fo 
e that one member ought not to 


«+ deſpiſe another. All theſe gifts 
ee have their particular uſes; the eye 
* and. ear are both neceſſary organs 
te to, the body; the members there- 
ec fore are mutually ſerviceable to each 
te other. Thus God hath ſet ſome 
«in the Church; firſt apoſtles; ſe- 
ce condly, prophets; thirdly, teachers; 
* aſcer theſe, miracles; then gifts of 

« healing; and afterwards diyerlities 
* of tongues” (this the apoſtle, hath 


put in the laſt place). * All,” added 


he, & are not apoſtles ; all are not 
« workers of miracles; all do not 
© ſpeak with tongues z theſe gifts are 
« divided; but without charity, the 
« oft of prophecy, and the knowledge 


of nee, * not by ſtudy, 


cc but 


I 
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& but by the communication of the holy 
« ſpirit, are but as ſounding braſs, or a 
ce tinkling cymbaL”—<T love rather,” 
ſays he, in his letter to the Corin- 
thians, © to ſee you inveſted with the 
« gift of ecy, than to ſpeak in 
e unknown ; for a prophecy, 
cc and a ledge of the ſecrets of 
te the heart, produceth a more cer- 
cc tain conviction in the minds of your 
« auditors.” —The power of reaſon- 
ing was much eſteemed by this holy 
apoſtle, on account of its utility, and 
the effects it was capable of producing; 
though he poſſeſſed, in an eminent de- 
gree, a ſupernatural knowledge of lan- 
guages. Upon this principle, he ad- 
viſes the Corinthians in what man- 
ner they ſhould employ their ſeveral 
gifts in their public aſſemblies; he 
directs, that one ſhould give place to 
another, for the exerciſe of the ta- 
DE lent 
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lent peculiar to each, in order — | 

to promote the edification of all. | 
We will ſuppoſe, my daughter, for 

a moment, with the incredulous of 


the age, that miracles are things im- 
. poſſible ; that the Chriſtians of the 


firſt ages had no ſupernatural gifts; 


that they performed no miraculous 


cures; that the power of ſpeaking. 


languages was a mere chimera, as well 


as that of diſcerning ſpirits, or diſco- 
vering the ſentiments of other men; 
how great then muſt have been the te- 
merity as well as extrayagance of St. 
Paul, in preſuming to impoſe upon the 


_Corinthians—men of ingenious, pe- 
netrating, and irritable minds, whom 


the [ſmalleſt diſſenſion would eaſily 


| provoke—a number of fabulous and 


ridiculous ſtories, for real facts, 
though they all knew them to be 
ee or, at leaſt, might have fully 
| * 
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Gatisfied themſelves in this particular! 


Would not . theſe Greeks, who were 
much addicted to raillery, have re- 


plied in ſome ſuch inſulting manner 


What does this frantic prater 
© mean by his extraordinary gifts, 


« who has not ſo much as made his 


te appearance amongſt us? 

Theſe Greeks, however, whoſe ta- 
lent for ridicule and criticiſm was he- 
reditary, read, with patience, the let- 
ter of St. Paul; and humbly fubmit- 
ted to his remonſtrances, as to a ſer- 
_ vant of God, They excommunicated 
an offender. upon his repreſentation, 
and deprived him of all communion 


with them, until they were aſſured 


of his repentance; they adopted ſuch 
regulations as he propoſed, and bore 
his reproofs with ſubmiſſion; being 


perfectly perſuaded, that he was en- 


(ved with divine gifts, and that the 
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leſſons they received from. him, with 
reſpect to their conduct, were wiſe 
and prudent. | 

We e rotate; ae 
tles of Chriſt did not exerciſe the gifts 
with which they were endued, in pri- 
vate, nor in the preſence of a ſmall num- 


ber of witneſſes, who might have been 


procured by colluſion; but publicly. 
Peter and John healed a lame man in 
the temple, about the ninth hour of the 
day, or, according to our method of 


computing time, about three hours af- 


ter noon, which was the hour of public _ 
prayer, when there was a great con- 


courſe of people in the temple, Paul 
and Barnabas had as many witneſſes, . 


when they healed a great number of 


perſons at Iconia. It is an eaſy mat- 
ter to work miracles among ſuper- 
ſtitious people, blinded with zeal; 
eſpecially when force is employed to 


X Over- 
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overawe diſputes and ſilence honeſt 


incredulity:— But in the preſent caſe. 


miracles were wrought in the midſt 


of the moſt inveterate enemies to the 


name of Chriſt, and in the prefence 
of thoſe who were fully inveſted with 
the power of puniſhing them ; and in 
whom it was a point of honour to diſ- 


cover any defect, or even fuſpicion, 


in every miracle that was done in 
n witch una, 
horrence. 

The moſt learned a the at. 
ciples of Moſes, ſpared no pains in 
their reſearches and examinations; 
but it was not with the light of truth 


that they endeavoured to expoſe, what 


they judged - erroneous in the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, Their only expedient 
was to ſilence thoſe by compulſion, 
who maintained a. different opinion 
a conduct entirely conſiſtent with that 

littleneſs 
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Iittleneſs of ſoul which the weakneſs of 
their cauſe inſpired; bY | 
Theſe miracles were not perfornind; 
as I obſerved before, in ſecret; nor near 


the bed of the ſick perſon, ſurrounded 


by his family, who, in ſuch caſes, would 


might happen in the diſeaſe, according 
to its natural courſe, as a particular 


mark of the kind interpoſition of Pro- 


vidence : but they were done publicly, 

in the Preſence of thouſands of wit- 
nefſes ; their effect was ſudden and 
their operation inſtantaneous, which, 


in the ordinary progreſſion of nature, 


would have been ſlow and tedious. 
Theſe cures were effected without the 
aſſiſtance of any viſible means; no 
ſuperſtitious remedies were applied; 


no amulets or conſecrated taliſmen 


were employed; they were performed 
through the invocation of that God 
x who 
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who hath eſtabliſned the laws of na- 
ture, and who hath the power of ſuſ- 
pending their action in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, as his diſpenſations for the 
benefit of mankind may require. 2011 
God, however, did not work mira- 
cles in a profuſe manner, and with- 
out any deſign. He vouchſafed to diſ- 
play theſe prodigies to mankind, in 
order to confirm or introduce ſome 
great truths, which men were not diſ- 
poſed to receive. Miracles were per- 
formed when Moſes endeavoured to 
ſelect a race of people from the reſt of = 
mankind, that they might be preſerved 
in the profeſſion and belief of a pure 
religion, which was repugnant to their 
natural inclinations.— Miracles were 
wrought'in the times of the idolatrous 
kings of Iſrael, when the true worſhip 


began to be corrupted, and idolatry 
to be inſtituted in its room; becauſe 
7 the 


| ee ee, of the truth, and 
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the Almighty choſe to preſerveamongſt 


the expectation of a Meſſiah that was 
to be born of that people. Jeſus and 


the apoſtles were endued with tlie 


fame ſupernatural power, in order to 


eſtabliſh the true religion, which had 


in a manner diſappeared from the 
face of the earth; and to inform men, 
that pardon for ſins was not to be 
procured either by money, or the 
performance of ſimple ceremonies; 
that God required, as a neceſſary pre- 
liminary, purity of heart, and an entire 
reformation of manners; and that the 
expiation of fins. could be made by 
no other means, than by the ſatisfac- 
tion of a mediator. God, out of com- 
paſſion to mankind, hath judged theſe 
truths, on which eternity depends, 
important and intereſting enough to 


deſerve a diſplay of his — power 


Over 
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dver nature, that he might theres 
by eſtabliſh them. When the doc- 
trine of Jeſus had made a ſufficient 
progreſs amongſt men, and was deeply 
rooted in their minds, there was then 
a ceſſation of theſe miraculous gifts, as 
being no longer neceſſary: and we 
have no inſtances, at leaſt ſuch as are 
well atteſted, that God, in latter times, 


hath conferred on any individual theſe 


ſupernatural talents. 
God was pleaſed, at a ſubſequent 


period, to reform the corruptions 


which ' had crept into the Chriſtian 
doctrine in the courſe of ages, and to 
bring to light thoſe important truths 
which had been long forgotten ; a- 
mongſt which was, in particular, that 


ſinful man could not be reconciled 


to God by any means, which ſuffered 
the depravity of his heart to remain 
virelormed. He did not eſtabliſh 
#8 this 
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this truth in any other way, than 


by enabling men to compare the or- 
dinances and precepts of the prevailing - 
religion with thoſe of the immediate 
followers of Chriſt, which ought to 


be a rule of faith, and a model forall 


ages; and by placing them in a con- 
dition to oppoſe to the eſtabliſhments 


then ſubfiſting in the church, thoſe of 
the primitive times, whoſe promulgat- 
ors were the diſciples of Jeſus. 


LET 
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The evidence of Cbriſtianity, though not of the 
nature of mathematical demonſtration, ſufficient 
to convince every candid mind. - Sublime re- 
preſentation of the Suprens Being: Divinity 
of Jaſus Chrift aſſerted. in oppoſition to Sacir 
nians. Myſteries no objefion to Chriftianity. 

| This truth illuftrated by ſeveral philoophical 

ob/ervations. Obſervations on the word Per- 

Jon, "improperly, it the "author's judgment, 

applied . 8 eee 


1 certainty, that - Jeſus was 4 juſt 
man; that he wrought miracles ; and 
that he was really the perſon foretold 
by the ancient prophets. We find in 
him, all thoſe characteriſtics which 
were to diſtinguiſh the meſſenger ſent 
from God. It is but a mere evaſion to 
aſſert, by way of juſtifying our incre- 

O 2 dulity, 


— 


1 — 
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dulity, that thoſe truths, from whence 


we ought to derive our only conſola- 
tion, are not mathematically demon- 
ſtrated. The united teſtimony of ſo 
many witneſſes who were never ſuſ⸗ 
pected of a combination, and who 

never retracted what they had ſaid; 
the proofs which preceded the coming 
of our Saviour; thoſe which accompa- 
nied it, and thoſe which followed, 15 
mean the miracles of the apoſtles, are ſo 
many concurrent teſtimonies of truth, 
that it 1s is impoſlible they ſhould all 
| have met exactly at che ſame period, 
and formed, as it were, a maſs of evi- 
dence, for no other purpoſe but to give 
to falſchood the appearance of truth. 
No man who ſpeaks with ſincerity, 
will entertain any doubt of che exiſt- 
ence, the victories, or the murder of 
Julius Cæſar. 


if wen there are TR ſufficient Doe 
US - 
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us to believe that Jeſus was a teacher 
ſent from God—we muſt neceſſarily be- 
lieve all that he ſaid. If he have nei- 
ther himſelf deceived the world, nor 
been the agent of any impoſtor, ought 
we not to conclude that his word is 
truth? I am fully convinced, my 
daughter, of the abſolute infinity of the 
Supreme Being. Though our capaci- 
ties are limited, we have a certain rule 
whereby to judge of the greatneſs of 
God, which is circumſcribed within no 


bounds. The univerſe, of itſelf im» 


meaſurable in its extent, where the 
laws of nature are infinitely progreſ- 
five, and not to be limited by human 
reaſon this univerſe, in which are 
placed thouſands of ſuns, more re- 
ſplendent than this lower ſyſtem, one of 
the ſmalleſt planets of which we in- 
habit, where are placed millions of men 
and animals — this univerſe, I ſay, whe- 
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view, or analyze but the minuteſt part 
of it, evidently diſplays a wiſe and 
almighty Being, the common cre- 


ator of all things. The moſt perfect 


and ingenious performances .of man, 


will not bear a compariſon with any 
of che works of God. His duration 


alſo, will give us ſome faint idea of 
This duration, 
is without beginning; the ſame to- 


day as yeſterday. It ſurpaſſes, it is 


true, our comprehenſion; we are finite 
beings, and therefore our exiſtence 
had a beginning; ſo that we cannot 
conceive in our minds, a Being who 
hath always exiſted. And when we 


extend this idea to eternity, that is, a 
duration without end, it is an abyſs, 


where reaſon is loſt and confounded, 


We ſee, however, in very intelligible 


* that God is the eternal and 
invariable 


— 
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invariable Sun, placed, as it were, in 
the center of this immenſe ſyſtem, to 
enlighten and ſupport it. 
ee ee ee 
an idea of the great Governor of the 


world; they repreſent him too much 


like themſelves, and confine his 
power to this ſmall terreſtrial ſpot. 
They have even cireumſeribed his 
protection to one nation alone, amongſt 
the many upon the face of this earth. 
The knowledge I have of nature, has 
inſpired me with other ideas of the 


omnipotence and greatneſs of God, 
before whom our globe is but as a 


grain of ſand. On this account, when 


I ſpeak of a man to whom the divine 
nature is united, I confeſs that this in- 
comprehenſible myſtery aſtoniſhes me. 
Such a thought could not of itſelf 
have entered into the mind of man, 
neither could he have expected to ſee 
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an infinite Being united with one 


that was finite. No mortal could 
have preſumed to look for ſuch an ex- 
ceſs of goodneſs on the part of an 
infinite and eternal Being, if this myſ- 
tery which ſurpaſſes human imsgins- 
tion had not been revealed. | 

But he, who can neither lie nor 
deceive," hath expreſsly informed us, 
that Jeſus of Nazateth was a man, the. 
ſon of Dayid, born of Mary, brought 
up as another man; ſubject to the in- 
firmities of human nature, ſuch as 
hunger, thirſt, grief ; that he ſenſibly 
felt the weight of his ſufferings, that 
he was even affected by the anticipa- 
tion of them; and that at laſt he 
concluded the courſe of his life by 
an ignominious death. In his human 
ſtate, he acknow ledged the ſuperior 


power of his father; he humbled 


himſelf before him, and even invoked 


T0 HIS DAUGHTER, 201 


his name; he repreſented himſelf. as 
the way which was to conduct us to 
the father; he called himſelf the en- 
voy and miniſter of his father ; and it 
was through his name that he der 
formed miracles. | 
We ſhould betray the ae * | 
truth, and act in repugnance to our 
own conſcience, were we to aſſert, 
that we could ſee nothing in Jeſus, 
but a deſcendant of David, and a mere 
man. I am often aſtoniſhed at the 
inconſiſtency with which we may 
charge a very numerous ſe, who ad- 
mit of revelation, and yet deny the 
divinity of Chriſt. They ſeem to me 
to act with leſs candour and integrity 
than thoſe who reje& it altogether ;— 
becauſe receiving as true the expreſs 
teſtimonies which have been given of 
the extraordinary qualities of Jeſus, | 
they believe, upon that principle, the 
_ truths which he has eſtabliſhed, 


Chriſt 


more than human —“ Before Abraham 


* of my glory; theſe I will receive 
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F Chriſt ſpake of himſelf, in terms 


which evidently diſcovered a dignity 


« was I am; I came down from hea- 
« ven, where I dwelt with my father; 
I came from him; I return to him, 


e where 1 was before, and where he 


loved me from the foundation of 


d the world. I am the way, the truth, 


« and the life ; he that believeth- on 


me, hath everlaſting life; the Fa- 
* ther hath put all things into my 


hands; I will draw all men to me; 
« heis in meand I in him. He who 
« hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father; 
« ] and my Father are one; all that 


« is his is mine; I will fend you the 


tc comforter from my Father; all 
&© men ſhall appear before the throne 


© into everlaſting felicity, but thoſe 


e ſhall go away into everlaſting dark- 
2 . cc neſs. 
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| © neſs. Baptize ye in the name of 
c the Father and the Son.“ He, who 
was far removed from all human va- 
nity, who, in the time of his humi- 

lity, would not accept of the epithet 

of good, becauſe it belonged to God 


alone, and becauſe he who addreſſed 


him did not acknowledge him for 
God—he, who had thus voluntarily 
humbled himſelf, ſuffered without any 
reluctance Thomas, one of his apoſ- 
tles, after he was convinced of the 
reality of his reſurrection, to call him 
his Lord and his God. His diſciples 
worſhipped him when he aſcended in- 
to heaven. And as he had faid him- 
ſelf, that before the creation he was 
with God, ſo his beloved apoſtle, _ 
John, ſaid, likewiſe, that the word was 
with God, and the word was God. — Sa- 
lutation, honour and glory to our God, 
qobo is ſeated on the-throne, and to the 
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Jamb who was put 10 death- for the fins 


Paul, were made by him ; thrones and 


dominions are bis workmanſhip. 


I ſee no alternative; if Jeſus be rue, 


and if he came from God, he is ſupe- 


rior both to. men and angels; he 
who is from all eternity, is divine, 
adorable, and is united to God by | 
the moſt intimate connexion. 

We cannot form any idea of this 
union of the eternal Being with 2 
mortal man, who, in this ſtate lived 
about three - and - thirty years; — but can 
we conceive, with more accuracy, the 
connexion of the ſoul and body? For 
we are compoſed of two ſubſtances. 
The one thinks, perceives, judges; 
though it is without parts and with- 


dut extenſion: the other, on the con- 


trary, poſſeſſes theſe properties. Theſe 


ſubſtances ſo different are, howeyer, 
united. 
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united. Every human creature is 
formed in part of groſs particles of 
earth; but quite contrary is the eſ- 
ſence of my ſoul. I perceive the 
ſhock. which my body receives, and 


J obſerve that it moves at the volition 


of the ſoul. This union is incom- 
prehenſible, but it is not the leſs 
real; our own ſenſations confirm it 


prehend an union of a ſtill higher na- 
ture, can form no argument againſt its 
exiſtence. But this is not the only 
fact which we are unable to develope 
and explain; we cannot underſtand, 
for inſtance, the nature of motion; 

ho it paſſes from one body to a- 
nother; how it leaves one to agitate 


daily. Our inability, therefore, to com- 


another, without ſuffering any alter=  - 


ations in itſelf, or permitting us to dif- 
cern whether it is any thing extended, 
PI or that may be meaſured. 

Therefore 
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Therefore of all the objections prop 
ſed by unbelievers, there are none more 
contemptible than thoſe, which are 
drawn from the difficuly of compre- 
hending the manner in which things 
exiſt; or that which, in the language of 
the ſchools, is termed their efſence. 

When God commanded the laws of 
nature to ſuſpend their operation; 
when he inveſted Jeſus with a power 
of raifing the dead; when he commiſ- 
fioned him to explain this great myſ- 
tery—bow the fins of men could be par- 
| doned; it was eaſy to foreſee, and very 
reaſonable to conjecture, that this di- 
vine meſſenger would inform us of 
many things, which are incomprehen- 
fible by the human mind, and-which 
no language could clearly expreſs or 
develope. - When he talks of the pro- 
perties and attributes of the Supreme 


_ not as much cauſe for 
, aſtoniſhment, 
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aſtoniſhment, as if he had ſpoken | 
of things incomprehenſible 2 rome 
We find, however, no dion 
in theſe myſteries ; and though we 
cannot underſtand their manner, yet 
it is not impoſſible for us to ſee the 
adequacy of the means uſed for accom- 
pliſhing the ends deſigned. ' In this 
point we cannot be deceived. 52 
God hath joined the ſoul to the 
body, the divine to the human na- 
ture; a being indiviſible, ſimple, im- 
meaſurable, without extent, without 
any corporeal property, to a body in- 
finitely inferior to it; this is a truth af 
which we are abſolutely convinced. 
Though a diſquiſition of this nature 
falls not within my preſent deſign, yet 
the conſideration has been uſeful to me 

by way of example. 
That a Being, incorporeal and ink | 
viſible, governs the world; and that 
all 
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all motion is derived from him, 
though the operation is inviſible, are 
truths univerſally believed; Why then 
may he not act upon ſpirits, immate- 
rial and indiviſible like © himſelf ? 
Why is it impoſſible, that the Divine 
Attributes, ſuch as wiſdom, goodneſs, 
Juſtice, the power of working mira- 
cles, ſhould be imparted to a created 
 fpirit, and diſplayed in him, d | 
after a particular manner? 
J am no theologian, ail chal 


Doty not employ thoſe terms f 


art which have been invented by the 
diſputants, on the incarnation of our 
Saviour, and the union of God with 
Chriſt. I muſt, however, remark, 
that the word perſon is improperly 
_ uſed; ſince it implies, as every one 
knows, a thing different from every 
other thing, which thinks, wills and 
acts for itſelf only. Now we cannot 
. | __ ſuppoſe 
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füppoſe any ſuch diſtinction in the 
Divinity. I think, however, that the 
words of out Saviour himſelf, oblige 
me to believe, and wath a full acqui- 
eſcence of faith, that Jeſus was not a 
ſimple man, nor even a mere angelic 
being; but that the Author and Crea- 
tor of all things, hath united himſelf, 
in an incomprehenſible manner, to be- 
| ings which are not pure ſpirits, to the 
human ſoul of Chriſt, that in this ſoul 
were viſibly manifeſted divine qualities 
and perſections; and that this union 
of the Divine with human nature, was 
in Jeſus ſo intimate and perfect, that he 
both thought and acted as God thinks 
and acts—and that it was with Juſtice, 
therefore, that divine honours were 
paid him, and that he was called 
God. 

This anner appears to me the leſs 
ſtrange, as as I clearly diſcern the rea- 

1 P.. ſons 
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ſons which induced the Supreme Be- 
ing, who is . infinitely, merciful, ta 
unite. the Divine and the Lo 
ture. 

When we he. — the Dias 
which ſo infinitely fur our con- 
ceptions, departs, on certain occaſions, 
from the ordinary method of govern- 
ing the univerſe ; that it hath wrought _ 
miracles ; that out of many millions 
of human ſouls, it ſelected one in or- 
der to be joined with it; I can conceive 
that ſome great advantages muſt reſult 
from ſuch an extraordinary and unex- 
ampled effuſion of grace and benefi- 
cence ; and that the wiſdom of God 
hath not adopted this plan, without 
having ſome important ends in view. 
It was neceſlary that the perſon 
choſen to execute this ſcheme; ſhould 
be of eminent dignity; fince he was 
to come into the world, to reveal the 

2 4 truth — 


— — 
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truth—to perſuade men of the cer- 
tainty | of another life, and a future 
a ee Meng | 
der us acceptable eee the 
human heart, and incline-us to deſpiſe 
the things of this world, or at leaſt to 
hold them in no greater eſtimation 
than they deſerve. Experience hath 
_ often demonſtrated, and indeed the 
nature of things will not permit it to 
be otherwiſe, that a man ſubject to 
error and to fin, is not a fit inſtrument 
kind. He who is polluted with vice, 
deprives himſelf of all that authority 
and reſpect which is neceſſary to 
command the minds of others, and 
to ſubjugate the human paſſions. He- 
who is obnoxious to error, may 
miſtake in his endeavours to diſtin- 
guiſh good from evil; he may err in 

2 his 
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his judgment of what is true and what 
is falſe, and may therefore ground his 
| precepts on wrong principles; he may | 
exact from thoſe he iniſtrudts, too 
much or too little. A ſlave to his 
ſenſes, and to whatever flatters them, 
can he hope, that his doctrine will 
gain much credit, when he recom- 
mends the purſuit of thoſe things 
which are above, rather than theſe 
which are on earth? — Thoſe which 
are eternal, rather than theſe which 
are but temporal; the preference of 
futurity to the preſent moment? Or, 
when he deſcribes the purpoſes and 
attributes of God, will his diſcourſes 
be much attended to? He might rea- 
ſon, I confeſs, and draw fuch inferences. 
as reaſon would approve: of; but his 
ſchemes would be imperfe&, and his 
ſyſtems deficient in the moſt eſſential 
part; upon ſo weak a "foundation, 


= 
1 
N 
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be could not t eſtabliſh'a religion, ca- 
| pable of extending its influence to our 
conduct and deportment. 
It was not enough, that Socragh. 
pm ſo pure a morality; or that 
the eloquent Epictetus poſſeſſed all 
thoſe talents which diſtinguiſhed. the 
imperfections | which are inſeparable 
from human nature; the defects, 
which we diſcover in Marcus Aurelius, 
and in Socrates, whom we have al- 
ready mentioned the virtue of the 
former being principally calculated to 
ſhine upon the ſtage; and the mind 
of the other not being exempt from a 
propenſity to voluptuous pleaſures 


| theſe circumſtances could not fail to 


deprive their doctrine of that aſcen- 
deney which it ought to have had over 
the hearts of men. Epictetus was 
bur a feeble light in the midſt of a 

Ps 0 ſew 
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fun, illuminate hes? nations; cauſe 
the ſeeds of virtue to germinate, or 
infuſe into them a vivifying princi- 
ple. Confucius alſo wanted a greater 
degree of ſervency; his 'dofirme way 
capable of rendering the people obe- 
Gent to che laws of emperors, but 
not to thoſe of God ; it might make 
chem citizens, but not truly pious; it 
might give to its diſciples the appear- 
ance of virtue or wiſdom, but could 
not render tem really good. e 
To Jeſus was committed the charge 
of reforming mankind, of impreſſing 
fentiments of duty upon whole na- 
tions, and of rendering thoſe impreſ. 
ſions permanent, as the means of at- 
taiming to eternal happineſs. This 
commiſſion he hath executed; neither | 
ee eres 
m potent an office.” For «eighteen 


centuries 


[ 


—_ - 


mm * 
* n. 5 
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eenturies we have reaped the fruits 
of his coming into the world; our no- 
tions of the Deity are more perfe& 
than were thoſe of the heathens; we 
know what we ought to do to pleafe 
him; we have the firm aſſurance of 
a future life, and have received a ſyſ- 
tem of morality, pure and compleat. 

To accompliſh- this grand deſign, 
it was neceſſary that the Mediator 
ſhould be exempt from evil, nor 
ſhould even be accuſed of any; that 

he ſhould have a perfe& knowledge 
of the divine Being, and of eternity; 
and that in all difficult caſes which 

might ariſe in the exerciſe of his im- 
portant commiſſion, a wiſdom, free 

from error and incapable of being de- 
ceived, ſhould diftate to him how he. 
ſhould ſpeak, and ſhould fo direct 
him in all his actions, that he ſhould 
neither fear the ingenious malice of 
. men, | 


—— ä — 
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men, nor the farcaſtical ſophiſms f 
a Julian; but ſhould be able to defeat 
all the efforts of Jewiſh". obſtinacy, 
nor ſhould be in the leaſt affected 
by the ſatyrical refleftions of incre- 
dulous men. The power of working 
miracles, which was either to be ex. 
erted or ſuſpended, according as cir- 
cumſtances offered, ought not, by an 
effect of yanity ſo inſeparable from 
the human heart, to be _ diſplayed, _ 
on the one hand, with too much 
- pomp, or on the other, with any 
appearance of ambiguity; that the 
Jews might have no room to exerciſe | 
that maleyolence ſo characteriſtic of 
their nation. Such a Mediator myſt not 
be liable to any ſurprize of the ſenſes 3 _ 
no criminal pleaſure,” no . paſſion of | 
whatever kind, muſt tarniſh the pu- 
rity of his conduct; he muſt be void 
1 r inclination to anger; neither 
muſt 
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muſt the ef death allay * 2eal, 
or weaken his efforts to accompliſh 
the glorious ends for which he was 
+ nicope. inochemark #351 x: 
In a word, ſuch a Ras mult 
hs more than mere man; becauſe a 
man is always expoſed to error and 
to vice. But the Divinity with which 
Jeſus was inveſted, rendered his wiſ- 
dom compleat; baniſned every paſ- 


ſpoke through him in a manner not to 


man; maintained him conſtantly in a 
right courſe of action, without de- 
viating from the great deſign which 

' was the object of his heavenly miſſion; 
This Jeſus, who from the beginning 
had been with God, who was come 


from God, was alone capable of re- 
yealing his counſels to men. He to 
Whom the Father had committed all 


* 


ſion; directed his miraculous powers; 


be imitated by all the eloquence f 


— 
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3 8 judgment, could alone inform wen 


| | what the Divine Juſtice-had prepared 
= againſt the workers of iniquity, This 
= union of God with Chriſt was doibts. * 

E. leſs 2 mark of goodneſs worthy of bur 
„ admiration, without which the com- 
ung of Jeſus into the ; workd had boa 


of no cffc8.. ee e 


_.- 
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Facbien of Divine Tuftice, proved from the 

euritings of the prophets ; from thoſe: of the 

apoſtles; and from the declarations of our Sa- 

 wiour himſelf. Inconfiftency of thoſe who admit 

the Divine inſpiration of the feriprures, yet 

dum the defrina of the Jatisfa2tion made for fs 
& Jeſus Chrift. 4: 


HE embaſly of Jeſus Chrilt 


eren ſtill, if that be poſſible, 
than what we have already mentioned; 
for the accompliſhment of which; it 


was not fufficient that he ſhould be a | 


mere man. 


W le be kad ir, 0am mar - 


only to inſtruct men in the truth, but 
principally to reconcile them to God. 
{ haye ſaid, in a preceding letter, that 

e che 


had other objects in view, more 


2er 
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the means of this reconciliation was 
a myſtery, which mankind. have en- 
deavoured in vain to diſcover ; which 
* the greateſt ſages have examined with 
much - eagerneſs and aſſiduity; but 
which it has been impoſſible for n 
to unravel. 85 
Al nations have had Ge confuſed | 
ideas of it, ſome faint repreſentation, 
which they had derived ſrom a tradi- 
tion that had been handed down 
from the firſt of men. They thought, 
that atonement might be made for 


fin by ſacrifice, or by ſhedding. the 


blood of ſome animal. Moſes, who - 
was ' commiſſioned by God to inſti- 
tute a ceremonial worſhip, as being 
| beſt adapted to the genius of the peo- 
ple amongſt whom he eſtabliſhed it, 


becauſe they were not ſuſceptible of 


other impreſſions than thoſe of the 
e, e and ſanctified theſe 
| | lacrifices. 


* 


| ' , » . - 


| yy | 
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ſaerifices. But it was eaſy to perceive. 


—God had very intelligibly explained 
himſelf upon this ſubje&t—that the 


j 4 «Wt 
3 
= 


blood of animals could not effect a 


reconciliation with him; and that the 
ſins which reigned in the corrupt 
hearts of men, were not to be obli- 
terated by ſuch kind of fines or ran- 
ſoms. The deſign of theſe: ceremo- 
nies, was only to remind them of their 
ſubjection and dependance on that 
ſovereign Being, who was the diſ- 
penſer of all temporal bleſſings to 
inform them that they were ſinners, 
and that they could expect the par- 


abb. a. 
In the mean time the means of re- 
conciliation had been revealed by 
God, and that upon an early and 
important occaſion, when fallen man, 
canſcious of guilt, ſtood trembling 


2 


* 


3 
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In the preſence of his offended Maker. 


We find ſome outlines of theſe means 
in the Pſalms, which ſpeak of a fuf- 


fering Saviour; and thoſe Pſalms were 
more ancient than Homer. Bur 


Iaiah, who lived before the time of 
Confucius, the philoſopher of China, 
hath clearly unfolded this myſtery. W } 

will not repeat the texts which have _ 


a remarkable paſſage of this moſt 


eloquent of the - prophets. —< He was 


ce wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he 
< was bruiſed for our iniquities.” 
He is come who. muſt execute 

« all the promiſes of God; he fore- 


warned his diſciples that he muſt 


« ſuffer, but that his ſufferings would 
© be to their advantage; and that he 
© ſhould voluntarily lay down his 
ce life*. He died for men, and gave 

Matt. xxii. 28, John . i 
ec hie 


—_— — 
— 


been already quoted, I will only cite 
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A nen a ranſom 6d many. He 


c ordered his diſciples to ſolemnize 
« which was to be obſerved in aſter- 


ages, by the | ſymbols of bread 


* and wine; the former being broken 


« was to reprefent his body offered 


to God for the ſalvation of men; 
* and the latter was to ſignify, that 
e his. blood was ſhed for the pardon 


c of fins*. He declared before his 


« death, that to drink his blood ant 


< to eat his fleſh, were the indiſpenſa- 
ee ble means of obtaining rermiſſion 
« of fins}. He faid, that he ſhould 
ee lay down his life for his ſheep F. 
That greater love hath no man 
© than this, that a man lay down 


C Matt. xxvi. 16. 27. | | 

+ Mark xiv. 22. et ſeq. Luke ii. 11. 
19. et ſeq. 1 Cor. xi. 24+ ; 
4 1 John X. 15. | 


* his 


Y 


* 
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K his life for his friends; that id for 


cc thoſe who keep his command - | 
© ments . That God ſo loved: the 


« world, that he gave his only. be- 


. gotten Son, that whoſoever beliey- 
« eth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
© hare everlaſting life” 4 
Aſter his reſurrection, he mid o 
his diſciples — Ought not Chriſt,” 
(i. e. according to the ancient prophe= 
cies). © to have ſuffered theſe things, 
« and to enter into his glory t?“ It 
is this point of doctrine that Philip 
the apoſtle explained to the cham-. 8 
berlain of Candace, queen nt: the 
Ethiopians “49. | 
The diſciples of our Saviour were 


more explicit upon the n Ke 


* John x. 13. — Luke xiv. 26. ; 


thei 


8 


To wy DAUGHTER. * 


 theit. divine maſter, and upon the 
happy conſequences of them. ohn 
fays*; „ And he is the propitiation 
* for our ſins; and not for our fins. 
* only, but alſo for the ſins of tile 
&* whole world;-—He ſaw the Lamb, 
« which was ſlain, and hath redeemed 

every kindred, and tongue, and 
<« the Deliverer, who hath borne our 
« ſins in his body upon the croſs, that 
« we being dead unto fin, might live 
* unto e UF het wounds 
te we are healed.” 

St. Paul, whoſe zeal much contri- 
buted to the progreſs of the goſpel, 
deſcribes in a particular manner, the 
advantages of this doctrine. W 


eee 2 
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t ing Juſtified freely by. his: grace, 
0 * through the redemption that is in 
5 n U el Chriſt; whom God hath- ſet 
forth to be a propitiation, through 
968 in his blood, to declare his 
— for. the remiſſion: of - 
( ſins.“ —In another place he fays, _ 

C But, God commendeth his love to- 

© wards us, in that, while we were yet 

e ſinners, Chriſt died for us. For 
| 1125 « if when we were enemies, we were 
* reconciled; to God by the death 


4 © of his Son, much more being re- 
F conciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his 


X life, — He was delivered for our of- 
| © fences, and was raiſed again for 
ee guy juſtification, Chriſt died for us, 

5 6 according to the Scriptures. One 

ce hath died for us, to the end that 

« we might all live for him who 

Wo * eds and is raiſed: again, for us. 

* — God hath been reconciled to us 

9 in 
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in Jeſus < He, Wo knew, ho fin! | 
* made ſin for us; that we might 
* be, made the” righteouſneſs of GO 
* in him. — Chriſt hath redeemed ub 
4 from tlie curſe of the law; being 
de made à curſe for us; for it is writ: 

4 ten — Curſed is every one that 'hangeth 
© on @ tree; — In him; and by his 
© blood, we have the redemption 
« and pardon of firs: —Chriſt hath 
Lao loved uss as to. give himſelf for 
e us, an offering and a ſacrifice to 
e God, for a ſweet⸗ſmelling ſavouri 
He gave himſelf a ranſom "for 
all, that he deen gpg from 
— N iniquity. . HEM» 

.  Theſertexts may 0 as a And: 
tion to a great number of others, in 
all which there is a frequent repeti- 
tion of this great truth—* This is life 
de eternal, that they might know thee 
te the Wd true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 

Du 2 et whom 


— BS eres ——— — — 
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cr whom thou haſt ſent #2 —< That 


e there is no other name under hea 
4 ven, which hath been given. 5 men, 
| « by which they can be fav | 


I would therefore, my dear child I 
recommend to you, as a thing very 
neceflary, to read, without any preju- f 


dice, theſe expreſſions which I have 


taken from the ſacred writings; and 


to conſider what is their proper | 


arrived to ſo great a pitch of infidelity, 
as to deny the exiſtence of a God; 
every work of _— loudly con- 


; ky cee cannot digeſt de doGtine 


of a Saviour ſuffering for mankind, 
the merits of whoſe death are im- 


puted to them ; they love rather to Ks 
_ diſtort the meaning of ſcripture, and 
to explain it contrary-ro. the rules of 


N n. | 


- ww 2 
. 


| 


! 


that the doctrines revealed are the 


of God; but that God, out of his 
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ſound criticiſm they had rather re- 
ject the whole, than agree to the opi- 


nion, that man ſtood in need of 2 
ranſom. We ſhould have leſs. reaſon. 
to expoſtulate with theſe men, than 
with the atheiſts, if it were not proved, 


word of God and of truth. But to 
acknowledge the divine origin of the 


lieve that Jeſus died for us, ae. 
he hath reconciled us to God, is an ; 
inexcuſable contradiction, as well of 


itſelf, as of the truth which is ad- 
mitted. It was not poſſible to ex- 
preſs in terms more clear than reve- 


lation has expreſſed them, theſe 


| important doctrines That men, by 


their fins, had forfeited the favour 


infinite love, had promiſed" them, by 
i ERIE that he would ſend his 
Q3 0 
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only Son into the world; that he 
accordingly came at the appointed 
time, and, in conformity to the pro- 
phecies,. ſuffered and was put to 
death; that his ſufferings have ſatis- 
fied the Divine Juſtice; that he hath: / 
purchaſed the pardon of ſins to all 
thoſe who believe in him, and hath. 


eternal life; and laſtiy, that there is 
no other way to appeaſe the juſtice 
ä by faith in his Son. 
E have here only deſcribed: this doc- 
trine, as we find it: in the ſcriptures ;' 
L have not yet attempted to prove 
the truth of it. I have obſerved, 
and with concern, that Chriſtians, 
when ſpeaking of theſe matters, have 
often employed very unbecoming ex- 
preſſions, ſuch as, God is born, Cod is 
dead; they ſeem, indeed, juſtifiable; 
bar, at firſt _ convey to the 
mind, 


- 


a 


rendered them capable of inheritiig- 
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mind, an idea at Which it revolts; 


becauſe the Supreme Being is neceſ- 


ſarily eternal and infinite, never ceaſed 


to be, and therefore was not born in 
time; much leſs could he be ſubject 
to ſufferings, to ſorrow, or to death. 
Jeſus, indeed, hath ſuffered; he hath 
endured inexpreſſible ſorrows; his 
will, though ; abſolutely reſigned to 


that of his Father, could not, how- ; 
ever, withſtand the feelings of human 


nature, inſomuch that he prayed to 


his Father, that the bitter cup might 


paſs from him. The extreme anguiſh 
of his ſoul, cauſed drops of blood to 
fall from his eyes; and ſo much was 


he depreſſed, that he had required the 
conſolations of an angel. None but 
created beings are ſuſceptible of pain; 
but we apply the common modes of 
ſpeech to objects of an incorporeal 
nature, without perceiving the ahuſe 

2 of 
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that is, Pho bas fuitable ideas of his 
nature, . S d N 


ſered. 


cem. No man, whi knows: 8d, 


But this 4 is not the Ss difficulty 
Modern philoſophers . will not ac- 
knowledge that mankind could be ſo 
corrupt as to excite in the Deity any 
defire of puniſhing them.—They will 
not allow, that .one being could be 


| 3 to ſuffer for another; or 


that the righteouſneſs of a juſt man, 
could be of any avail to a finer. 


But they do not conſider, chat the p 


Divine Juſtice required a ſacrifice 
which was neceſſary to effect a recon- 
ciliation with God. This denial of 
che neceſſity of the merits of Chriſt's 
ſufferings, is an opinion very preva- 
lent at preſent, and which threatens 
the. total ruin of Chriſtianity. For 


to give up this effential doctrine of the 


neceſſity 


| 


TO HIS DAYONTER: . "833 
neceſſity of a ſatisfaction, what is it 
but to renounce our faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, who died for our fins, and roſe 


again for our juſtification? At preſent, : 


I am arguing with ſuch perſons as 
believe in divine revelation. As to 
thoſe who do not; I have already, if 


I am not miſtaken, ' evinced, that the 


ſcriptures are indeed the word of God, 
by proofs and arguments ſufficient 
to impreſs every unprejudiced and 
candid mind with the fulleſt convic- 
tion. With regard to thoſe who are 
perſuaded that the ſcriptures are the 
word of God; I flatter myſelf that it 
will be no difficult matter to bring 


the queſtion in diſpute to a ſhort iflue. 


—The ſcripture is true—the ſuffer- 


we aſcribe to them, are ſo clearly 
taught, that they appear to be the 
grand deſign, or the very ſpirit, as 

55 2 "> pM 


| ings of Chriſt, or the merits which 
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i were, of this ſcheme of redemption 


which, truth if you admit, you. maſt 
then. acknowledge the merit of the 
ee or the death of Chriſt. —. 


„ 


| Jour, and fineerity, bo atzdck ſome 


body of doctrine, that we admit to 
be true and unexceptionable, Can 
we eſteem the integrity of thoſe, who 


having embraced as holy and divine, 5 


2 compleat ſyſtem of doctrine, per- 
mit themſelves afterwards to reject, | 
openly or ſecretly, . the . moſt eſſen· 
tial parts, eee | 
fon 3 

| Truth fears not the 3 exami- 
nation. 1 will. therefore offer. thoſe 
reaſons, which induced me to corſi- 


der the ſcheme of redemption, nat 


only as a revealed truth, but as a 
e doctrine, and conſanant to 
the 


£3 
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the ideas which I have of the pues 
1 will: not, however; go — 
to ſay, that this manner of puniſbing | 
and of pardoning, was the only poſ- 
ſible way which God, in his infinite 
wiſdom, could adopt. God is Lord 
of many thouſand worlds, which, rea- 
ſoning from analogy, may be inha- 
bited by other thinking beings. We 
know that there are beings ſuperior 
to man, amongſt whom ſin hath in- 
| troduced itſelf ; and that this ſuperior 
order of intelligences, i is employed by 
God, as his inſtruments in the go- 
yernment of the warld. In what man- 
ner does he there puniſh faults? Or 
how does he reclaim delinquents if 
| they offend ? Here I have not even a 
conjecture 1 to offer. The only example 
we have in ſcripture of the puniſh- 
ment of anger; gives us room to con- 
r + clude, 


7 
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clude, that God hath employed quite 
different means, in order to demon- 


ſtrate the hatred which he hath to 
evil. 


We are there informed, chat 
thoſe fuperior beings, aftuated, by 
malice and envy, revolted againſt 
God, and were therefore -puniſhed 
with great ſeverity. It is ſufficient 
for us to know, what is our duty to- 
wards God, and what is his manner 
ol proceeding in regard to us. 


LE T- 
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Depravity of human naturt. Divine vi/dom a | 
geodueſe in recovering mankind from a Pate of 
An and miſery. Of the duration of that pu- 
niſhment which follows vice, as its natural or 
Judicial conſequence in any order of intelligent 
| beings. The conduct of Divine Grace juſtified 
in the eye of reaſon. General teich of the 
 Chriftian religion. Its ſuitablencſs to the c. 
dition of finful and wretched men. Its wifcble 
effes on the leaſt cultivated minds ; and in the 
leer ranks of life. Deſperate folly of reje#- 
ing a revelation from God, becauſe we caunct 
raiſe our minds 10 a conception of all the Divine 
ideas, nor comprehend every part of the plan of 
redemption. | 


HE objeft which 1 have had in 

view, in the preceding part of 
this: work, and that to which I have 
confined myſelf, has been to ſhew, 
that human nature is in a tate of the 
_ deepeſt depravity and corruption; 
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s trrrrüs 


that God cannot look upon ſin bul 
with abhorrence and indignation; that 
he regards it as an object that deſtroys 
all title to his countenance and favour; 
that he conſiders vice as a thing which 
is ſubverſive of the good order of the 


world; that it became the righteous 
Governor of the univerſe, to ſtigrnatize 
and to puniſh it by certain viſible. 


marks of his diſpleaſure: but that, 

on the other hand, virtue is to the 
Supreme Being, an object of compla- 
cency and delight. "Theſe things then 
1 fhall take for granted; nor ſhall 1 


add or repeat any thing in order to 


ſupport their truth or juſtice. 


An univerſal degeneracy had over- | 
ſpread: the world; that reverence and 


worſhip which dependent creatures 

owe to the Author and Preſerver of 
their being, had vaniſhed from hearts 
enſlaved by every guilty paſſion 


and 
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and impure deſire. Eternity was ſor- 
gotten: the threatening" aſpe& of this 
dreadful object, no longer diſturbed 
hepa of. oath ies allies 
of man was an infringement of the 
laws of God. And though the fins of 
men could not diſturb the felieity of 
the Divine Nature, which is infinitely 
above the reach of human malignity, 
yet they were a direct violation of the 
Divine laws—Laws founded in the . , 
very nature of things, and which fix 
the merit or demerit of every action 
and Ne e with GREY 18 
tice. ; 
fi The greateſt ir ef wn ee 
reduced to ſuch a ſtate, that the pu- 
rity and holineſs of God could not but 
diſapprove their actions, and conſider 
them in a rebellious and criminal light. 
Fad it been better for God to have 
abandoned them entirely to the evil 
(10S DEB con- 
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conſequences of their vicious inclina- 
tions, and totally have withdrawn his 
patronage? The Divine Goodneſs 
judged otherwiſe ; he made a trial of 
this defolate and abandoned condition 


in beings of a ſuperior order in intel- 


ligences more perfect; who, though 


immaterial, and therefore not depend- 
ant on the body, or ſubject to the 
ſenſes, withdrew their obedience from 


him, though they were not under 


any invincible neceſſity of yielding to 
temptation. 

God had a paternal tenderneſs for 
man; but how was he to deliver him ? 


To ſuffer ſo great depravity to remain 


5 


unpuniſhed, would have been acting 


in repugnance to the Divine Nature, 


do which the love of good is eſſential, 


and, on the contrary, the diſapproba- 
tion of evil. But the indignation of 
God is hell: and if he had permitted 

2 u 
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& guilty world to continue in the com- 
miſſion of crimes; if he had aban- 
doned ſinful men here below, and to 

all eternity, to this miſerable condi- 
tion, without diſcovering his hatred 

of ſin, he had been no longer Judge 

of the world: his reaſonable creatures 
would have had no recompence to 
hope for, from their attachment to 
virtue; and no puniſhment to fear 
from their indulgence in vice: they 

would have loſt all reſpect for that 
Jultice which is eſſential to his nature, | 
nor have ſubmitted to thoſe laws, * 

whoſe violation was attended with 
no prejudice. All order would have 

been confounded ; and the natural 
- connexion, that there is betwixt the 

good actions of intelligent beings 

and happineſs, betwixt their bad ones 

and. nige, would. have been 
diſſolved. 
But do men always become beter | 

* by 
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by chaſtiſements ? Do theſe compel 
them to be good? Let us reflect on 


WD the condition of the fallen angels ; we | | 
have no reaſon to think that their 


puniſnment, the natural effect of their : 
malice, hath" wrought any change in 


their tempers. And when we take a 


view of thoſe men who have groaned 


| under the weight of God's diſpleaſure, 


we ſhall find, that his chaſtiſements 7 


have ſeldom made any durable im- 


preſſions, or produced any reformation 


of the will: and if we extend our re- 
| ſearches to. Chriſtians, who enjoy the 
comfortable hope of a Deliverer ; we 
may obſerve, that malefactors during 


their captivity, have very rarely made 


atonement for the crimes which they 
had committed againſt - ſociety, but 


have rather been the more confirmed 


in their wickedneſs: deſpair has of- 
ten blackened their thou ghts, and ex- 


8 ye 


| 
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aſperated their malignities. Sickneſs, 
accompanied with pious exhortations, 


— 


have ſometimes produced virtuous re- 


ſolutions but they have vaniſhed, as 
ſoon as the 1 22 has been reſtored to 
þ his health. 

Puniſhments, * . been aud 
ought not to be eternal; becauſe 
they muſt tend to the reformation of 
men. But will the puniſhments of a 
limited time, as a few' years 'for in- 
ſtance, or. even for ages, produce in 


man an eternal obedience; ſince, in 


compariſon of eternity, any dura- 
tion which we may aſſign to theſe 
pains, will be but infinitely ſhort ? 
Would that impatience, that mur- 
muring, that reſtleſſneſs under the 
. judgments of God, which theſe li- 
mited ſufferings produce, be removed 
by new affliftions? and from this mode 
of reaſoning, would there not be re- 

* quired 
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quired a prolongation of chafliſenitats? 
The knowledge, which we have of the 
human heart, will not permit us to 
hope, that the efficacy of puniſhment 
can convert vice into virtue, And 
God, who perfectly knows us, knows 
alſo, that this limited puniſhment muſt 
in the end terminate in that which d 2 
eternal. e or CE EET 78 | 
In anſwer to this it hath been ſaid 
| — May not che grace of God act | 
immediately upon the depraved and 
uninformed mind, to enlighten and 
to ſanctify it; to inſpire it with wiſe - 
dom and virtue, and transſorm it into 
a new creature? But according to this 
opinion, no ſatisfaction will be made 
to the Divine Juſtice. Intelligent be- 
ings, after having tranſgreſſed the 
laws of their ſovereign Maſter, would 
obtain the greateſt rewards without 
feeling 'the leaſt 0 of the indig- 
nation 
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nation of God, or, in /other words, of 
his abhorrence of evil. Beſides, the 
inſeparable connexion which there is 
betwixt bad actions and the natural 
conſequences of the diſapprobation of 
Sod, would be broken. God treats us 

as reaſonable beings, © endowed with 
the liberty of acting: his grace fur- 
niſhes us with means which are com- 
patible with this free-will ; as, exhor- 
tations, © counſels, and powerful incen- 
tives ; ? but, at the ſame” time; hath 
leſt us the power of reſiſtance. With- 
out this liberty, we ſhould be abſurd 
and contradictory beings, having the 
faculty of reaſoning, but controuled 
by the influence of ſome exterior a- 
gent, which would impoſe as una- 
voidable a reſtraint upon our wills, as 
if we were wholly deſtitute of the ex- 
alted faculties of liberty and under- 
ſtanding, Our actions would not be 
| R 3 our 
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our own; beſides, there muſt be this 
alternative — either man would be a 
mere machine, wholly directed bß 
ſome ſupernatural impreſſions, with 
out the power of acting; or elſe 
there would remain in the hearts of 5 
men, even thoſe improved by grace, 
a number of imperfections which 
could not render us acceptable to 
God, or exempt us from puniſhment. 
The Deity does not act like the kings 
of the earth, who pardon many errors, 
and even crimes — who can eſteem 
ſubjects which are uſeful to them; 
whom they can alſo recompence, 
though, in ſome. reſpects they are 
reprehenſible; becauſe they ' perceive 
that there is no perſon, however ca- 
pable of ſerving and pleaſing them, 
that is abſolutely exempt from faults. 
They raiſe to honour and preferment, 
thaſe in whom * qualities pre-: 
dominate 


- 
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dominate over. bad, /and who have 
faithfully acquitted themſelves in the 
employments with which they were en- 
truſted. In God, all is order, and 
that in the greateſt perfection; his 
weights and his meaſures are therefore, 

perfect. No evil thought that enters 
into the heart of man — no criminal 


deſire can there meet with indulgence, 


In proportion to their turpitude, God 
will regard. them with diſapprobation 
and abhorrence. He weighs all tranſ- 

greſſions in the ſcale of equity; he 
enters them in the books, which will 
be opened at the great day of ac- 
counts: and if they are inſcribed in 
the regiſter of human iniquities, they 
will · alſo. be found in the book of pu- 
_niſhments, which are deſtined to eyery - 
man according to his works. The 
beſt of men, by. reaſon of their imper- 

n. will be, by turns, the ob- 

R 4 Jects 
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jefts of God's favour and-diſpleafure— | 
will be alternately obnoxious to pu- 


will entitle them to reward. 

In the times in which we live, 1 may 
be thought, perhaps, too ſevere; but x 
I ſpeak from the authority of ſcrip- 


niſhment, and in a condition which - £4 


ture. Man, in this life, cannot at- 


tain to perfect virtue, even though 
| God ſhould condeſcend to direct him 
by his grace. The juſtice of mortals 
is far from being immaculate ; this 
non: may, perhaps, be a pre- 
ſervative from greater evil. Many of 
the fins to which we are ſubject, re- 
main buried with us in the grave. 
The love of volu ptuouſneſs follows us 
not to eternity, any more than avarice. 
The firſt of theſe vices has no means 
of gratification when the ſoul is ſepa- 


| - rated from the body; the other will be 


deprived of its object in a place, where 
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the metal it was fo fond of amaſſing, 
will not be found. But there is ano- 

cher vice much more odious, which 

| hath à powerful influence over the 

| ſoul, and which may follow it into the 

world of ſpirits. This vice infected 
the ſeraphims, and was productive of 
much vexation in the habitations of 
the juſt. The vice I mean, is pride. 

Human virtue, imperfe& as it is, is 

often tarniſhed with this fault a fault 

more odious to God than any other, 
and which may even render us un- 
happy in heaven itſelf. Pride is that 
internal ſatisfaction, or that compla- 
cency, with which we conſider our 
own perfections. It preſumes to call | 

| God to an account, and prevents us | 
from acknowledging our | obligations 
-to him. We may obſerve in the works | 
of Seneca, the pride with which the | 
| 


— 
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men of that age, becauſe of ſome vit- 
tues that rendered them beneficial to 
their country, exalted themſelves a- 
bove the Divine Nature: and even 
among true Chriſtians, in that church - 


vice hath blended itſelf with their vir- 
tues. . el i 5 11 Fes 
Are not the imperfections of men 
the moſt effectual, though at the 

ame time the moſt mortifying means 

of repreſſing this pride? God would 
not remove from St. Paul every moral 
defect, though this apoſtle ſo oſten 
requeſted it by earneſt prayer: it was 
neceſſary for him to be ĩmperfect, that 
he might perceive how much he ſtood 


which calls itſelf the reformed, this 


in need of grace. It is, indeed, im- 


poſſible that man ſhould of himſelf _ 
attain to a degree of reftitude-'abſo- 
lutely free from fault. And God, 
perhaps, may deſign by this, to. cheriſh 

in 
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in the hearts of men, ſentiments of 
humility. This faultleſs. perfection 


will never be confirmed by the omni- 
potent ſanction, till it has paſſed the 
judgment of his great tribunal, and 


enjoyed the ineffable light of God's 
preſence, before whom there is no dark- 
neſs. 


The 3 of a Mediator pray 


anather: of the means choſen by God, 
of | reconciling us to , himſelf; this 
ſhould likewiſe create in us an humble 


diſpoſition, God was inclined to fave 


mankind, not from the righteouſneſs 


of man himſelf, or from any merit of 


his own, but only through the re- 


demption which is in Chriſt. It is 


by faith that he is juſtified, and not 
by the accompliſhment of the law. 


T his is the invariable doctrine of re- 


velation, as preached both by St. 
F. and by our Saviour himſelf. — 8 


* 
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& Without me ye can do nothing 
This is life eternal, that they be- 
_ © leve in him whom God hath ſent. 
* Man, juſtified by the grace which 
4 ig in another, hath no cauſe 15 
| ® pride or vanity.” f 

The plan of redemption en 
by God, is perfectly conſonant to the 


of man. It operates both on his hopes 


inclinations moſt prevalent in the heart + 


and fears; without hope, malice - 


would carry itſelf to the laſt extre- 
mities; without fear, the paſſions 
would know no bounds. Fear is ex- 
Cited by the ſeverity with which the 


Mediator of men hath felt the effects 


of the hatred that God hath for ſin. 
It has been already mentioned, and 1 
take this opportunity of repeating it 
that Jeſus, in the laſt hours of his 
life —in that dreadful night which 
be paſſed in the Mount of Olives — 


TO HIS DAUGHTER... - 258 


ſunk, under che weight alas din 
nation which God hath to fin; his 
ſoul was ſorrowful even unto. death 3 
in the midſt of the pains which he 
ſuffered upon the croſs, he complain- 
ed, that God had forſaken him. 
What then muſt be thoſe ſufferings 
which could make ſuch an impreſſion 


upon a ſoul like our Saviour's; who, - 


knowing beforehand all that he muſt 
ſuffer, did not — . . 
Gif o %ʒj + 
Theſe terrible cies of hs now 
of God to fin, mult juſtify the Divine 
- purity in the eyes of all intelligent 
| beings ; they ſufficiently prove the ab- 
horrence with which the juſt Judge of 
the univerſe contemplates evil, and 
that he could not pardon the ſinner with- 
out chaſtiſernent, This proceeding 
| was likewiſe neceſſary to reconcile the 
rights of juſtice wich the claims of merey 
8 | —that 


"- 
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that the one might be MtisRL Wid⸗ 
- out prejudice to the other. The minds 


of men muſt be ſeized with a ra- 


tional fear, when they perceive, that 
the puniſhment of their faults was ine- 
vitable, and that it fell with ſo great 
violence upon him who had devoted 
himſelf as a- ſacrifice for them who, 
© though fortified by the divinity that 
was within him, felt, nevertheleſs, ſo 
great inquietude for the fins of others. 
Muſt they not tremble to fall into the 
hands of the living God, who, in re- 
ſpect to ſin, is a fire which devours 
and which conſumes, and who ſpared 
not the ſins of men, in the e of 

his beloved Son? 
And indeed, ſince the reconciliation 
which hath been eſtabliſned betwixt 
God and ſinful man, the impreſſion 
that the ſufferings of our Saviour 
muſt naturally make on our minds, 
continues 
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lin to diſplay the ie - of 
them. But yet without faith and obe- 
dience we cannot enjoy that pardon 


which is the fruit of the ſatisfaction 


made to the juſtice of God. When 


we are remiſs in the performance of 


theſe conditions when we neglect to 


appropriate to ourſelves the promiſed 


pardon, by an active and operating 
faith ; when, by a freſh revolt, we act 


in oppoſition to thoſe eternal laws 


which prohibit vice, but which re- 


quire the practice of virtue, we loſe 

all pretenſions to. the redemption 
which Jeſus hath acquired for us, and 
we again incur the indignation of God, 


whoſe ſeverity is ſo apparent in the 


_ ſufferings of Chriſt, 

But the effect of this fear is render- 
_ ed ſtill more efficacious,” by the hopes 
which the ſame object creates in our 
| ſoul; God is appeaſed ; he conſiders 
5 ſin 
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fin as blotted out; his grace diſplays. | 


in us thoſe happy influences, which. 
all thoſe experience who do not vo- 
luntarily - reje&t them. The Saviour 
himſelf, who hath diſcharged our 


debt, and paid our ranſom, promiſes 


us bis aſſiſtance. - He is gone up into 
heaven, where he has prepared man- 
fions for thoſe who follow him. The 
deſigns of God towards us have been 


revealed; the way which will conduct 
us to happineſs is known; conditions 


have been propoſed; and the means 


of conforming; ourſelves to the ordi - 


nances of God, have been communi- 


cated. This is that conformity which 
will render us acceptable to him; and 


his favour is true happineſs. 
We know the importance of. eter- 


nity; we are well convinced, from 


the indubitable teſtimony of him who 
hath been ſent to us from the eternity 
where 
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Where he dwelt, that we are called to 
life everlaſting; and that unchangeable 
happineſs will be the rew-ards of thoſe 


who are n eee OW 


een d „ i ibn 2 
Me are not ignorant an tie ſeri 
4 juſtice of God, from the ſorrowful in- 
ſtance of our Mediator who ſuffered for 
us: the condition of men who dif- 
pleaſe him will be miſerable, as it 
will be glorious to thoſe who are ob- 
jects of his grace; this is a truth, 
of which no reaſonable man will doubt. 
T wo ways are open before us 7 the 
one, though mortifying to our ſenſes, 
5 will nevertheleſs become more agree- 
able, through his grace, and will in 
the end conduct us to unalterable fe- 
licity: — the other, though it may gra- 
tit our inclinations for a ſhort time, 
will at laſt plunge us into an abyſs 
of endleſs wretchedneſs. There are 
| 8 no 


258 BARON HALLER'S LETTERS 


no perſons ſo well inſtructed in the | 
pete holy life, as the pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity. They are per- 
fectly familiar even to perſons of a 
common underſtanding ; and in com- 
pariſon of the certainty. of their per- 
ſuaſion, the conjectures and reaſonings 


of the ancient philoſophers were like 


ſhadows which were too tranſient and 
inefficacious to make any impreſſions. 
Every Chriſtian can conſult the ora- 
cles of revelation, and by the favour 
of this divine light, can penetrate in- 
to thoſe myſteries, which were un- 
known to the world before the coming 
of the Mediator ſent by God. Among 
the moſt illiterate, thoſe who are con- 
ſtantly occupied in manual labour, 
and in providing for their daily wants, 
we may, nevertheleſs, diſcover ſome 
ſentiments of religion, animated by a 
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zeal, and ſoftened by a contentment 
which can only ſpring in our boſoms, 
from the comfortable aſſurances 9 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

This world is at ee 
where the weakneſs of man is ſtrength- 
ened by the power of grace communi- 
cated by God. Before the coming of 
our Saviour, men were bewildered in 
error; were led aſtray by the violence 
of their paſſions, and wandered about 
_ - like loſt ſheep. But when the great 
Shepherd appeared, he called together 
the ſcattered flock—he went before 
them, and conducted them into the way 
which leads to heaven : his country is 
ours; he hath paid for us thoſe debts 
which we were not able to diſcharge; 
we are born again; the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of our primitive innocence be- 
gins with this new life. 


The juſtice of God is ſatisfied by 
8 2 5 8 8 the 
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the ſufferings of our Redeemer; grace 


| hath eſtabliſhed its empire over man, 


who is now reconciled. Theſe, ac- 
cording to my ideas, are the great 
motives which have engaged the Maſ- 
ter and Judge of the univerſe, to give 
us a Redeemer, to the end that he 
might make our peace by his ſuffer- 
ings. I may poſſibly be miſtaken in 
ſome of my conjectures; it is very 
difficult for mortals to judge rightly 
of divine things: theſe are, however, 
inconteſtable truths, that it hath pleaſ- 
ed God to ſend into the world, at the 
time appointed, the Mediator which 
he had promiſed and announced by 

the prophets; to whom the Divinity 
was united in an incomprehenſible 
manner; and who, during the time that 


he ſojourned upon earth, not only in- 
eren men in che truth, but alſo 


communicated 
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communicated the merciful deſigns 
of God concerning our ſalvation - that 
his juſtice hath been ſatisfied by the 


voluntary ſufferings. of the Saviour; 


and that he hath opened a way to the 


throne of grace, where we may be re- 
ceived as unpolluted beingss. 
This is a ſhort view of revelation. 


From what has been ſaid, it is eaſy to 


perceive, that it was neceſſary for us to 
have for a mediator, or for a propitia- 
tor, (for ſo the ſcripture calls him) 


ſome perſon who was holy, innocent, 


and without fault. A ſinful man might 
have ſuffered for himſelf only; though 
I ſee no reaſon to believe that his ſuf- 


for himſelf; but maſt aſſuredly they 
could not have made atonement 
for the ſins of another, becauſe he 
* himſelf have been an object 
8 3 of 


ferings would have been ſufficient even 
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of the Amon of God; there 
would have been wanting ſome other 


procured his own pardon. 
But the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God hath executed what was beyond | 


the abilities of man. The Divinity, 


which dwelt in the perſon of the Me- 
diator, hath highly exalted him; the 
fuccours which it afforded, rendered 
him abſolutely juſt and incapable of 
ſin; the voluntary facrifice which he - 
| hath offered for the ſins of the world, 
was free from all blemiſh, and hath 

been accepted by the perfect juſtice of 
God; who, in the perſon of him, 
whoſe innocence was immaculate, 
hath fully diſcovered what are the 

wages of ſin, and that his eyes are too 
pure to 'behold iniquity. Without 
_ this inſtance of benevolence in God, 
pops IM 
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it had been impoſſible b br his ſinful 
creatures to have eſcaped the puniſu- 


6 ment they had incurred; but the de- 


mands of his juſtice, which ſees every 
action in its true light, have been 
fully fatisfied; he hath accepted the 
ſufferings of a Mediator, whom he 
hath dignified by an- union with him- 
ſelf, as a ſatisfaction which it was not 
in the power of man to make. 

1 ſhall not, in this place, examine 
the great variety of objeftions, which 
have been offered by thoſe who re- 
fue to acknowledge the neceſlity of 
a Mediator, and who pretend, that 
we cannot be juſtified by the righte- 
_  vuſheſs of another. I ſee, in part, the 
| reaſons which induced the Supreme 
Being to accept of a vicarious ſacri- 
fler, and alſo the great advantages 
Which reſult from this plan of recon- 

04 ciliation, 
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eilistion. But though we ſhould: not 
: : clearly diſcern thoſe things, yet. we 
| ought not to be too haſty in judging 
of the deſigns of God, by os 
or by our manner of thinking. 
It appears, then, that we are 00 
apt to confound things which are 
very different from each other. A ſin- 
ner cannot be acceptable to God 5 
neither can he procure. his approba- 
tion, on. account of the death, of a 
| Mediator, as long as he continues in 
: fin. The immediate effect of this . 
death | conſiſts in rendering: a man, . 
though ſinful, capable of receiving 
the Divine favour, when, by uſing the 
means which are furniſhed by grace, 
he renounces the ſlavery of ſin to 
ſerve and obey God; the infirmities, 


which are inſeparable from human na- 
dure, will no longer be imputed to 
a, "he _ him, 


* 
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him. By this plan of redemption, man t 
is reformed; a renovation of life ſuc- 
ceeds ; and he 1s placed in ſuch a ſtate, 
that the Divine compaſſion may re- 
| ceive him 1 into 9 and favour... - 
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LETTER XIV. 


3 5 pe? fame W illuftrations, 
of the foregoing remarks and reaſoning. Per- 
oration ; and exhortation of the author to his 


E T us, then, my daughter, em- 
brace with gratitude, this gene- 
ral pardon; let us offer our tribute 
of praiſe to him, who, out of his in- 
finite love, found out a ranſom- for 
us; let us, with confidence, walk in 
that way in which Chriſt hath gone 
before us; let us endure with chear- 
fulneſs, the tranſient ſufferings of this 
life, nor view with horror the ap- 
proaches of another. The conſola- 
tion which muſt ſupport us in life and 
in death, is now imparted ; by the help 
of this, we can, without fear, and in 
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perfect tranquillity of FAY contem- 
plate the progreſſive advances of our 


diſtolution, and Ny enter into 
eternity. 
WWe are ſenſible of 5 and, 


15 if we would ſpeak ingenuouſly, we muſt 


_ confeſs that we are ſlaves to our wills, 
and that it is with reluctance we ſub- 


mit our conduct to the divine precepts 


of the Chriſtian religion. The incli- 
nations of the fleſh are ſtrong and vi- 
gorous; they attach us to the preſent 
; life—they acquire a domination over 
all our faculties, and baniſh from 
© the will every thought of futurity. 
The love of our Saviour, who re- 
deemed us, is cold and languid; and 
we have but a ſervile fear of God; 
who, in our imagination, is too holy. 

Theſe ſentiments are deeply rooted in 
the dark receſſes of our hearts; every 
thing conſpires to remind us of our 
weakneſs, 
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| weakneſs, and to convince us, 8 
humility is a diſpoſition which be- 
comes, in the higheſt degree, creatures 
ſo corrupt and imperfect. 
Theſe are diſagreeable truths; wt N 
the confeſſion which we ate obliged to 
make of them, muſt be very mortify- 
ing to human pride; but it is uſeful 
and ſalutary to preſent them to the 
mind. When we reflect, on the one 
hand, upon our incapacity of deliver- 
ing ourſelves from this corruption; 
and when we conſider, on the other, 
the greatneſs and purity of our Judge,. 
 who'muſt be diſpleaſed at our depraved 
condition, and whoſe diſpleaſure: is 
the worſt of evils ; when, I ſay, we 
reflect on theſe things, they muſt ſink 
. us into deſpair. But God hath mani- 
feſted his charitable deſigns towards 
us; he hath given us the greateſt and 
the nobleſt hopes. We have it in 
Wi our 


our power to be for cv baby: and 
though this corruption will always 
adhere to us, and is never | radically 
removed, yet it will be no obſtacle to 


our felicity. The Divine Goodneſs 
hath accepted a ſatisfaction for theſe 


webe which are erte in 
our nature. ' (PF 
I ſhall not here take notice of thoſe 


abſtruſe queſtions, which have been 


ſtarred, about the liberty of man: It 
is an impenetrable myſtery. The phi- 


loſophers of our days think they have 
good reaſons for baniſning all liberty 
from the world. We are governed 
ce by neceſſity, they ſay; all the reſo- 
c Jutions which we form, or all the 


ce actions of our will, have their cauſe 
te in ſomething - which happened the 
ce preceding moment.” — But the in- 
ternal conviction of my own mind, 

n theſe I $32 I; 
** 
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perceive 
en 


W 
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in myſelf, a ſelf-determining power; 
J obſerve, that if we, in a great mea 
fure, depend upon our ſenſes, and 
upon the paſſions which they excite, 
it is not, however, impoſſible for us 
rience ; none of the paſſions are un- 
conquerable ;- the idea of an infinite 
Being, who is always preſent. with us, 
and the recourſe we may have to him | 
by prayer, are ſufficient means to bring 
them into ſubjection. We have the 
power of removing from our minds, the = 
thoughts of eternity, if diſagreeable 
to us; we have alfo the power of re- 


flecting upon its importance: the ca- 


pacity which we have of becoming vir- 


tuous, conſiſts in our choice of giving 5 


or refuſing our attention, to whatever 
agrees or diſagrees with our favourite | 
purſuits. 
Let us employ the time preſent; 
eternity 
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a 6 
make a good uſe of it. Let us ak 


| ways have before our eyes, the nature 


and conſequences of fin; let us re- 
member, that it will deprive us of 
the favour of God, and expoſe us to 
his indignation. Let us reflect on the 
value of eternity; and on that life and 
chat immortality, which Chriſt hath 
brought to light by the goſpel. The 
ſmall ſatisfactions of this | preſent 


ſhort life, which are but puerile amuſe= 


ments, muſt diſappear, when placed 


in competition with the greatneſs and 
durability of the glory which is here- | 


after. 9 
Let us never — a agen 
born for eternity, and that an affair 


of ſo great importance ſhould be che 


principal occupation of our lives. 
Let us follow the light that will 


conduct us thither—the precepts o 


4 our 
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our Saviour plainly point out the 
way. How inſenſible then muſt we 
be, to ſuffer ourſelves to be e 5 
* any other? | | 

Wie acknowledge the corruption of 
our nature; we: confeſs, that it termi- 
' nates in death; we are perſuaded, that 
- Jeſus had the words of eternal life. 
Let us then ſtudy them with atten- 


A tion, apply them with ſincerity to 


ourſelves; continually inculcate them 
on our minds, and ſeek the aſſiſtance 
of that light which was ne from 
| heaven to earth. 

We are ignorant of a great number. | 
of things. We know not, in parti- 
_ cular, the operations of the grace of 
God; nor how it enlightens the mind. 
No perſon can ſincerely devote him- 
ſelf to the Supreme Being, without 
perceiving che emotions of his grace. 
Af a man keep my command- 


ments, 


* 
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* ments, ſays our Saviobr, he will 


cc perceive, that 1 am come from God.“ 
Alt is the influence of his grace, 


which excites in us good deſires; 
which repreſents to us our own un- 
worthineſs, and which animates our 
ſouls with an ardent deſire of pro- 
curing the favour of God. Theſe are 
ſentiments, which every wiſe and ra- 
| tional man is capable of experiencing. 
I am well perſuaded, that we have 
in this grate, a powerful fuccour to 
berate us from fin, and make us af- 
pire after that condition which is 


| more worthy of man. 
1 muſt confeſs, that the manner of 


the co-operation of grace, is an inex- | 


plicable myſtety; it is, however, a 
revealed truth. The mode of its act-· 
ing is too obſcure for us to compre- 


bend. We know not the laws of the 


action of ſpirits. We know not the 


ks manner 


— 
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manner by which one body moves 
another. How then ſhall we diſcern 
the method, by which one ſpirit acts 
upon another ſpirit? Perhaps, if we 
too clearly perceived the operation f 


grace upon our minds, it might be an 
obſtacle to the exerciſe of our libertx. 


— The advice of our Saviour i is a ſuf- 
ficient direction to us in this matter. 
—*<. Search the ſcriptures—believe i in 
te me - keep my commandments, for 
« they are eaſy.” —God will do the 
reſt, Theſe commandments will be 
_ eaſy to us, when once we are con- 
vinced of the importance of eternity; 
for what can the preſent life offer, 
which can be compared- with what we 
may either hope for, or fear, during 
this eternity? 
We are reſtored from the loweſt 
ſtate of abaſement and dejection. 
We arc animated with the moſt com- 


fortable 


— K 


WAL 
' 
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ö fortable promiſes. We nw wall: with | 


confidence in that road, which hath 


25 been marked out for us with fo much _ 
wiſdom; and which fo well correſ- 


ponds with our inclinations and abi- 
| ries. We leave behind us thoſe 
is a benevolent Being, who offers, to 
the victorious, incorruptible crowns, 


as the recompence of victory; which | 


victory he alſo helps us to acquire. 


We may now reſt ſatisfied with re- 


ſpect to our future condition, without 
perplexing ourſelves about the trials 
which we ſhall have to undergo, and 


which are yet at a diſtance, Let us 


only employ to advantage the pre- 
ſent hour. The means of ſalvation, 
the ſacred writings,” the precepts of 
our Saviour, are in our hands; we 
inſenſibly draw near to the deſired 


T2 © habbours 


ices which tended to eſtrange us 
m God and happineſs ; before us 


*,, 
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| harbour; the approaches of _ 
tion become leis formidable, the 


nearer we arrive to the happy man- 


bons of eternity, where error and 
vice will eee 80d an 
more power over us. 

Thoſe perſans, whe: babe dees fo 
happily ſituated as to be able to 
devote a great part of their time 
to the ſtudy of theſe moſt important 
of all truths, and to make it the 
principal employment of their lives, 


will be better qualified to exhibit 


them to your view, in a more ani- 
mating and affecting manner, and 
ſo as to make a greater impreſſion 
upon your mind. Receive them, 
however, my daughter, from the 
mouth of a father, Who conſiders 

himſelf on the verge of life; they 8 


are the moſt, precious marks of ten- 


derneſs which he can give you. 
8 Theſe 
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| Theſe inſtructions would have been 
more perſect, if his capacity had 
been more extenſive. They are, 


however, the reſult of his reflections, : 


and of the reſearches which he has 
made after truth; they are alfo the ef- 


fect of his internal conviction. Tour 
father, who now addreſſes you, has 


had his doubts; he has ſometimes 
been miſtaken; and has wiſhed,” in 
thoſe moments, that the conſequences 
of ſin were not ſo grievous. He hath 
not been exempt from falling; but 


the victorious grace of God hass 
kindly come to his relief. He can 


now behold, without fear, his ap- 


proaching death. Beyond this period, 
he ſees objects of joy, and ſubjects of 
hope; all which invite him to preſs 
forwards to that eternity, where death 


will be vaniſhed, and where ſin will 


have no acceſs. Your heart, which 
15 | is 


—— _ 
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is ſo little corrupted with vicious en- 


timents, will find leſs difficulty in the 
way that leads to life. Aſter having 
finiſhed your race, you will meet your 
father in thaſe glorious and peace - 
ful habitations, where the thoughts 
of our corruption will no more be 
productive of inquietude and ſhame, - 
nor the ſufferings of the preſent time 
fill any longer our eyes with tears 
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